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TEXT OF EDUCATION POLICY ARTFULLY NAVIGATES
SEVERAL THICKETS. FEARS ABOUT DOCUMENT
COME FROM CONTEXT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The New Education Policy, for the most part, provides a forward-looking framework for
transforming Indian education. If the government does little else but implement most of the
recommendations on school education and empower India’s school children, the future will
belong to India. But we should also be under no illusion that the accumulated weight of betrayals
in education also threaten to make this promising document just that: Another document.

India’s political economy has simply not made quality education a top priority. What has
changed in the last couple of decades is the explosion of aspiration and demand for education.
But that demand has yet to be channelised into institutional change. A large part of the betrayal
has come, not from politicians, but educators. Our resistance to fair change has been
monumental.

There is another context for scepticism as well. The emphasis in the document on critical
thinking and free inquiry is entirely well placed. But it is difficult to read those words in a context,
where as we speak, universities are being intimidated into political and cultural conformity. A
free education system cannot flourish without a free society; reason cannot be sovereign in the
face of identity politics. So the work of ensuring that freedom and critical thinking are not mere
words in a power point, constrained by realities of power, will be doubly harder.

It is a cliché to say that it all depends on implementation. It is hard to disagree with many
proposals unless one sees their operationalisation. The document lays down objectives; the
strategy has yet to come. There is yet another promise of a new regulator, a new research
foundation. A lot will depend upon norms that get embedded in these institutions. This
government’s record on regulation is not inspiring. So the critical question will, less, be: Does
one agree with the document? It has to shift to a different question: What are the conditions that
will make some of its most promising ideas work?

So fears of the document come from the context rather than the text. The text itself is for the
most part admirable. It does an artful job of navigating several thickets. On the language issue, it
is nicely ambiguous. It prefers the long-standing recommendation of primary education in the
mother tongue, but does not categorically recommend curbing language choice for English. On
the basic architecture of delivery, the document has an agnosticism on the issue of public versus
private education both in school and higher education. Whether or not public education
succeeds will not be determined by this document; it will be determined by what the government
does with its expenditure and priorities. So, criticising the document on this count is misplaced.
The repeated emphasis on engagement with Indian civilisational history is unexceptionable, but
if that engagement can be honest, it will inspire more confidence. The reductive dishonesty of
some past curriculum should not be replaced by the new dishonesty of pride.

The most promising parts of the documents are on school education: The focus on early child
development, learning outcomes, different forms of assessment, holistic education, and, most
importantly, recognising the centrality of teacher and teacher education. This part of the
document will get the least attention but is the most important. The document recognises that
“the very highest priority of the education system will be to achieve universal foundational
numeracy and literacy.” The rest of the policy will be irrelevant if this basic requirement is not
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achieved. The suggestions for school education are ambitious, centred on the students, cater to
their pedagogical diversity, and take on board the world of knowledge as it is now emerging. The
document drops the word multidisciplinary a bit too much, without explicating what it means.
One way of thinking about this is not in terms of multiple subjects. It is reorienting education from
disciplinary content to modes of inquiry that allow students to access a wide variety of
disciplines.

But there are two worrying tensions. The document talks about flexibility, choice,
experimentation. In higher education, the document recognises that there is a diversity of
pedagogical needs. Students might need different exit options. But it is unclear if the document
is recommending that the diploma or early exit options all be made available within a single
institution, or different institutions offer different kinds of degrees. If it is a mandated option within
single institutions, this will be a disaster, since structuring a curriculum for a classroom that has
both one-year diploma students and four-year degree students takes away from the identity of
the institution. There is also a risk that without adequate financial support, the exercising of exit
options will be determined by the financial circumstances of the student.

But the document betrays itself most by recommending that all higher education institutions
become multidisciplinary. This betrays the principle that different institutions have different
identities, different comparative advantages, different pedagogical philosophies and a different
mission. Some will be narrow and specialised, some broad-based. A healthy education system
will comprise of a diversity of institutions, not a forced multi-disciplinarity. Students should have
a choice for different kinds of institutions. The policy risks creating a new kind of institutional
isomorphism mandated from the Centre.

The second tension is in terms of exams. The document rightly emphasises that focus needs to
shift from exams to learning. But it contradicts itself. Exams are neurotic experiences because of
competition; the consequences of a slight slip in performance are huge in terms of opportunities.
So the answer to the exam conundrum lies in the structure of opportunity. This will require a less
unequal society both in terms of access to quality institutions, and income differentials
consequent upon access to those institutions. India is far from that condition. Exams are also
necessary because in a low trust system people want objective measures of commensuration.
So the document reinstates exams back into the picture by recommending a national aptitude
test. But the idea that this will reduce coaching is wishful thinking, as all the evidence from the
US and China is showing. So, in the tyranny of exams, the more we change things the more
they will appear the same.

But we should be grateful to an admirable document for focussing on the right questions. There
is much to discuss. But the hope is that with this our education policy can be transformed into a
treat, not another trick in a long line of betrayals.

The writer is contributing editor, The Indian Express
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NEW EDUCATIONAL POLICY ENVISAGES
DECOLONISING THE INDIAN MIND

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

By Raghavendra P Tiwari

On July 29, the government announced the long-awaited National Education Policy-2020. The
policy aims to pave the way for transformational reforms in the country’s school and higher
education systems.

In trying to address the curricular and pedagogic needs of the youth, the NEP draws from the
experiences of past educational policies. It is also alive to the virtues of the ancient education
system. Such an understanding makes the NEP markedly different from earlier educational
endeavours. The nation required such a policy in the new millennium to overcome both
indigenous and global challenges through knowledge and educational resources that draw on
past experiences and modern technological developments. These can surely contribute towards
conceiving and creating a more humane and equitable society. Presented by HRD Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank, NEP-2020 presents a vision for self-reliant India.

Since Independence, the country struggled to re-create and decolonise the Indian self through
educational initiatives. NEP-2020 provides us with a roadmap for reclaiming, re-articulating and
restructuring the Bhartiya self for becoming a global leader (Vishwaguru) where equity, equality
and fraternity will be celebrated.

It won’t be an understatement to say that both on the national and international scenario, there
have been unprecedented changes with far-reaching consequences in the educational
discourse. Of these, the most significant are developments and innovations in the realm of
technology pertaining to school education — especially in communication — which are effective
pedagogical tools. The policy has been framed keeping these developments in mind. If its
concerns, as well as content, are any indication, NEP-2020 will help us understand the
imperatives and challenges of the nation. The linkages between school and society have been
underlined by the policy in order to re-position education as the responsibility of society itself.
This, in a way, is a homage to the traditional Bhartiya educational system, the gurukul.

The policy reasserts the importance of Indian knowledge and lokvidya along with scientific
methodologies in curriculum and pedagogy. It is a historic document that aims to liberate Indians
from the clutches of a neo-colonial mindset. This policy is also distinct in epistemological and
ontological references in that it tries to remove the disjunction between the curriculum and
everyday social reality. It is important to underline that NEP comprehensively visualises
education — it talks of reforms in curriculum, pedagogy and assessment. It endorses a
competency-based model for teachers — and teaching — in the form of a tenure-track system
and emphasises the continuous professional development of teachers. Without competent
teachers, we cannot enhance the quality of the classroom, where the future of the nation is
nurtured.

All school students will be provided with lunch (mid-day meals). This will not only increase
enrollment and reduce drop-out rates but also have a positive impact on the girl child’s
education. This meal will be suited to the student’s local environment and their indigenous food
and culture. At the secondary level, the policy recommends the semester system and a
comprehensive and progressive remodelling of school into the 5+3+3+4 system.
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In a multilingual country, the development of all languages is necessary: The NEP
acknowledges this fact and provides for the adoption of the three-language formula. It lays great
importance on foundational literacy and numeracy, vocational education, 360-degree
assessment reforms, tracking student progress in learning outcomes, and the availability of e-
courses in regional languages for education planning, teaching, administration, and regulation.

The policy envisages systemic and structural changes in higher education. A format for
remodelling higher educational centres into three types of institutions — research-intensive
universities, teaching-intensive universities and degree colleges — will be developed.

The new world order requires alignment with global standards for accelerating the professional
pace of learners. So, the proposed framework for the internationalisation of higher education is
the most welcome step. The discourse on higher education has changed drastically with a focus
on multi- and trans-disciplinary initiatives. This policy also envisages a new structure of higher
learning in the form of four-year graduation with a provision for multiple-exit options, and a one-
year masters’ programme to meet the global aspirations. The proposed National Research
Foundation will promote seminal as well as community-oriented research that has national
importance.

The policy aims for the all-round growth of every student in scholastic and co-scholastic domains
and emphasises educating the students, teachers, and parents to nurture their potential to serve
the nation. Its flexibility allows learners to select their preferred field of study and subsequent
path in life following their academic and professional inclination and interests. The policy will
prove extremely beneficial in dismantling hierarchies and barriers between different knowledge
streams by providing easy and accessible methodologies. It will promote co-curricular activities
and learning techniques in professional and academic streams. This will pave the way for a new
multi/trans-disciplinary education system. The NEP will help to replace the rote method of
learning and examination-based education with a system based on conceptual understanding
that aims to hone the student’s analytical skills.

In the policy, the idea of “public” is truly informed by the concern for the common people. That is
why it talks of allocating 6 per cent of the GDP for the betterment of the citizenry through
education. It rejects the idea of a human being as a mere “resource” to be developed, an idea
that goes against the cultural ethos of Bharat, and identifies humans as what they are —
independent, free-thinking sentient beings. That is why it proposes to rename the Ministry of
Human Resource Development as the Ministry of Education.

Keeping in mind the evolving needs of the future, the NEP will transform the existing structure of
educational administration with a light but tight regulatory framework for ensuring integrity,
transparency, and resource efficiency while encouraging innovation, autonomy, good
governance and empowerment. The Higher Education Commission of India having four verticals
(National Higher Education Regulatory Council, National Accreditation Council, Higher
Education Grants Council and General Education Council) has been proposed to implement
these objectives.

In sum, the NEP will strengthen the fundamentals of moral and basic education and provide
opportunities for equitable and qualitative development that is sensitive to local cultural contexts
and global possibilities. This, in turn, will lead to the development of an innovative, analytical,
just and aware Indian consciousness — expediting the development of a prosperous and self-
reliant nation (Aatmanirbhar Bharat).

This policy is in tune with the ideals of Swami Vivekanand (education being a manifestation of
the perfection inherent in human beings), the vision of APJ Abdul Kalam (education being

https://indianexpress.com/about/apj-abdul-kalam
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capable of transforming humans as a creative and reflective being) and the approach of Pandit
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya (antyodaya). It obviously bears the signature of the visionary, dynamic
and democratic leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi for making India self-reliant Bharat.
All Indians should embrace NEP whole-heartedly.

The challenge is to implement this policy in letter and spirit. There is a need to create
comprehensive, efficient and realistic guidelines and framework. I am fully convinced that the
present dispensation will ensure this to happen for the good of humanity.

The writer is Vice-Chancellor, Dr Harisingh Gour Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar, Madhya Pradesh.
Views are personal
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA LAUNCHES A PROGRAMME
FOR THE BENEFIT OF ARTISANS INVOLVED IN
MANUFACTURING OF AGARBATTI UNDER THE
‘GRAMODYOG VIKAS YOJANA’(AS A PILOT PROJECT)

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME), Government of India, approved a
programme for the benefit of artisans involved in manufacturing of Agarbatti and to develop
village industry under ‘Gramodyog Vikas Yojana’ on 30th July 2020. As per the programme,
initially four Pilot Projects will be started, including one in North Eastern part of the country. Each
targeted cluster of artisans will be supported with about 50 Automatic Agarbatti making
machines and 10 Mixing machines.Accordingly, a total of 200 Automatic Agarbatti making
machines and 40 Mixing machines will be provided to the artisans.

After two major decisions by Govt of India i) placing the ‘Agarbatti’ item from “Free” trade to
“Restricted” trade in the import policy and ii) enhancing the import duty from 10% to 25% on
‘round bamboo sticks’ used for manufacturing of Agarbatti, this decision will help to boost the
indigenous production of ‘Agarbatti’and will pave way to generate rural employment. This will
also start the process of mitigating the gap between the indigenous ‘production and demand’
and will reduce import of ‘Agarbatti’ in the country.

 

Under this Mission, Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC), one of the statutory
organizations, working under the M/o MSME,will provide  training, and assistartisans working in
this area, with Agarbatti manufacturing machines. KVIC will tie up with Khadi institutions /
Agarbatti manufacturers in the country, having good track record, to provide work and raw
material to ‘Agarbatti making artisans’.

The program will act as a catalyst in reviving the Agarbatti manufacturing in the villages and
small towns and will immediately generate  a  minimum of  about  500 additional  jobs.

The programme aims to enhance the production of ‘Agarbatti’ in the country and create
sustainable employment for the traditional Artisans, by providing them regular employment and
increase in their wages. This will give a boost to the domestic Agarbatti Industry in the country
and will reduce imports of Agarbatti.

*****

RCJ/SKP/IA

Ministry of Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME), Government of India, approved a
programme for the benefit of artisans involved in manufacturing of Agarbatti and to develop
village industry under ‘Gramodyog Vikas Yojana’ on 30th July 2020. As per the programme,
initially four Pilot Projects will be started, including one in North Eastern part of the country. Each
targeted cluster of artisans will be supported with about 50 Automatic Agarbatti making
machines and 10 Mixing machines.Accordingly, a total of 200 Automatic Agarbatti making
machines and 40 Mixing machines will be provided to the artisans.
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After two major decisions by Govt of India i) placing the ‘Agarbatti’ item from “Free” trade to
“Restricted” trade in the import policy and ii) enhancing the import duty from 10% to 25% on
‘round bamboo sticks’ used for manufacturing of Agarbatti, this decision will help to boost the
indigenous production of ‘Agarbatti’and will pave way to generate rural employment. This will
also start the process of mitigating the gap between the indigenous ‘production and demand’
and will reduce import of ‘Agarbatti’ in the country.

 

Under this Mission, Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC), one of the statutory
organizations, working under the M/o MSME,will provide  training, and assistartisans working in
this area, with Agarbatti manufacturing machines. KVIC will tie up with Khadi institutions /
Agarbatti manufacturers in the country, having good track record, to provide work and raw
material to ‘Agarbatti making artisans’.

The program will act as a catalyst in reviving the Agarbatti manufacturing in the villages and
small towns and will immediately generate  a  minimum of  about  500 additional  jobs.

The programme aims to enhance the production of ‘Agarbatti’ in the country and create
sustainable employment for the traditional Artisans, by providing them regular employment and
increase in their wages. This will give a boost to the domestic Agarbatti Industry in the country
and will reduce imports of Agarbatti.
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PRIME MINISTER SHRI NARENDRA  MODI INTERACTS
WITH THE PARTICIPANTS OF  GRAND FINALE OF THE
LARGEST EVER ONLINE HACKATHON IN THE WORLD
THROUGH VIDEO-CONFERENCE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi interacted with the participants of Grand Finale of the Smart
India Hackathon (Software)-2020,viaVideo Conference  today.

Smart India Hackathon

Speaking at the Grand Finale of Smart India Hackathon, PM said that students are working on
several solutions to the challenges being faced by the country. Along with providing solutions to
the problems, it also strengthens India's aspirations regarding Data, Digitization and Hi-tech
Future. Acknowledging that in the fast paced 21st century, India needs to swiftly change itself to
continue playing an effective role,  the Prime Minister said that the necessary ecosystem is
being built in the country for Innovation, Research, Design, Development and Entrepreneurship.
He asserted that aim is to make India's education more modern, and to create opportunities for 
talent.

New Education Policy

Speaking on the New education policy, the Prime Minister said it was drafted keeping in mind
the thoughts, needs, hopes and aspirations of 21st century youth. This is not just a policy
document but also a reflection of aspirations of more than 130 crore Indians, he added. He said
“Even today many children feel that they are judged on the basis of a subject in which they have
no interest. Due to the pressure from parents, relatives, friends etc children are forced to pursue
the subjects chosen by others. This has resulted in a large population. which is well-educated,
but most of what they have read, is not useful for them.”  He highlighted that New Education
Policy seeks to change this approach by bringing a systematic reform in India's education
system and attempts to transform both Intent and Content of education. He said that NEP
focuses on Learning, Research and Innovation to make the school, college and university
experience: Fruitful, Broad-based and one that guides to one's natural passions.

Addressing the students, the Prime Minister said “This Hackathon is not the first problem you
have tried to solve, nor is this the last.” He wished the youngsters to continue doing three things:
Learning, Questioning and Solving. He said when one learns, one gets the wisdom to question
and India’s National Education Policy reflects this spirit. He added the focus is shifting from the
burden of the school bag, which does not last beyond school, to the boon of learning which
helps for life, from simply memorising to critical thinking.

Access to Education

Quoting Baba Saheb Ambedkar that education should be accessible to all, PM said that this
education policy is also dedicated to his idea of accessible education. National Education Policy
is big on access to education, starting from primary education. He said the policy aims to
increase Gross Enrolment Ratio in Higher Education to 50 percent by 2035.  He added this
education policy emphasizes on creating job creators rather than job seekers. That is, in a way
an attempt to bring reform in our mindset and in our approach.
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Emphasis on Global Integration

PM said while the Policy focuses on Local, equal emphasis has been laid on global integration.
Top Global Institutions have been encouraged to open campuses in India. This will benefit
Indian youth in getting world class exposure and opportunities, and help them prepare for global
competition as well.  This will also help in building world-class institutions in India, making India
a hub of global education.

Click here to see the full text of PM’s address at Grand Finale of Smart India Hackathon
2020

 

Earlier this morning, Union Human Resource Development Minister , Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal
‘Nishank’ inaugurated the Grand Finale of 4th edition of Smart India Hackathon (Software) -
2020 virtually in New Delhi today. Minister of State for HRD, Shri Sanjay Dhotre; Secretary,
Higher Education Shri Amit Khare; Chairman AICTE Prof. Anil Sahasrabudhe; Chief Innovation
Officer Dr Abhay Jere were  present on the occasion. The Hackathon has been organized by the
Ministry of HRD, Government of India; All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE),
Persistent Systems and i4c.

During the inuguration ceremony, the HRD Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ said an
over whelming response from more than 4.5 Lac students was received in the first round of this
year’s competition. He said that Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, envisages a Digital India to
bridge the digital divide in our country and further promote digital literacy in order to make
development a comprehensive mass movement and put governance within everyone’s reach in
India. We all are witnessing dividends of Digital India initiatives in the current COVID 19
Pandemic. 

Shri Pokhriyal highlighted that this Hackathon is the World's biggest open innovation model
involving more than 4.5 lakh students, 2000+ educational institutions, 1000+ mentors, 1500+
evaluators, 70+ problem submitting agencies including central ministeries, state govt
departments, and private industries thereby having true PPP model. This type of model exists
nowhere in the world where simultaneously such large number of students would be
participating.

Shri Pokhriyal emphasized on culture of Innovation for Atmanirbhar Bharat. He said, solution
created by participants of SIH will strengthen the Prime minister’s intent “Vocal for Local” to
boost economy. The Minister informed that this year, we will have more than 10,000 participants
competing to solve 243 problem statements from 37 central government departments, 13 state
governments and 20 industries. Each Problem Statement carries a prize money of Rs. 1,00,000
except the student innovation theme which will have three winners, 1st, 2nd and 3rd with prize
money of Rs. 1,00, 000, Rs. 75,000 and 50,000 respectively.

Speaking on the occasion Shri Dhotre said that we face problems in our daily lives. Thus, to
inculcate a culture of product innovation and a mind-set of problem solving, to utilize
demographic dividend, energy and ideas of youth, it is necessary to have such activities at
Institute level round the year. He also suggested that Institutes should have a bank of problem
statements, so that a student can attempt to solve a problem as per his interest. Students get
exposure at school level through ATAL Tinkering Labs. The ideas or models developed at ATAL
Tinkering Labs can be taken further in SIH. Another prominent Drug Discovery Hackathon is on
way to discover new drugs to help  fight such pandemics.
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Secretary , Higher Education, Shri Amit Khare said that the software edition of Smart India
Hackathon 2020 is being conducted through an online platform. Education system is being
transformed by adopting online platforms of learning. After the great success of Smart India
Hackathon, two prominent International Hackathons i.e. India- Portugal Hackathon and India-
ASEAN Hackathon are going to take place, these are true indicators of going from Local to
Global.

He said that SIH is one of the most important means of empowering youth with the knowledge,
skills and self-confidence necessary to participate fully in the development process. Even the
New Education Policy emphasizes the need and execution of Innovation. Moreover, SIH is also
one of the best examples of public private partnership. He further said that we are very keen on
encouraging innovation culture in our educational institutions. Even during the lock down period
our students participated in “Ideathon” and “Samadhan” virtual Hackathons that laid the
foundation of organizing this year’s SIH software edition virtually.

Chairman AICTE Prof. Anil Sahasrabudhe said that NEP will help to spread India’s rich ancient
knowledge to masses. Inclusion of research in Social Sciences in National Research Foundation
of New Education Policy (NEP) is a good sign to have holistic research and innovation culture.

Dr Abhay Jere said that it has kickstarted Hackathon culture in the country and now even small
cities and civic bodies are organizing hackathons to engage with youth and harness out of box
ideas to improve their governance.

Smart India Hackathons till date, around 331 prototypes have been developed, 71 startups are
under formation, 19 startups are successfully registered. Further, 39 solutions have already
been deployed at various departments and around 64 potential solutions have been funded for
further development. SIH is helping in growing culture of Startup and Innovation.

*****

NB/AKJ/AK

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi interacted with the participants of Grand Finale of the Smart
India Hackathon (Software)-2020,viaVideo Conference  today.

Smart India Hackathon

Speaking at the Grand Finale of Smart India Hackathon, PM said that students are working on
several solutions to the challenges being faced by the country. Along with providing solutions to
the problems, it also strengthens India's aspirations regarding Data, Digitization and Hi-tech
Future. Acknowledging that in the fast paced 21st century, India needs to swiftly change itself to
continue playing an effective role,  the Prime Minister said that the necessary ecosystem is
being built in the country for Innovation, Research, Design, Development and Entrepreneurship.
He asserted that aim is to make India's education more modern, and to create opportunities for 
talent.

New Education Policy

Speaking on the New education policy, the Prime Minister said it was drafted keeping in mind
the thoughts, needs, hopes and aspirations of 21st century youth. This is not just a policy
document but also a reflection of aspirations of more than 130 crore Indians, he added. He said
“Even today many children feel that they are judged on the basis of a subject in which they have
no interest. Due to the pressure from parents, relatives, friends etc children are forced to pursue
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the subjects chosen by others. This has resulted in a large population. which is well-educated,
but most of what they have read, is not useful for them.”  He highlighted that New Education
Policy seeks to change this approach by bringing a systematic reform in India's education
system and attempts to transform both Intent and Content of education. He said that NEP
focuses on Learning, Research and Innovation to make the school, college and university
experience: Fruitful, Broad-based and one that guides to one's natural passions.

Addressing the students, the Prime Minister said “This Hackathon is not the first problem you
have tried to solve, nor is this the last.” He wished the youngsters to continue doing three things:
Learning, Questioning and Solving. He said when one learns, one gets the wisdom to question
and India’s National Education Policy reflects this spirit. He added the focus is shifting from the
burden of the school bag, which does not last beyond school, to the boon of learning which
helps for life, from simply memorising to critical thinking.

Access to Education

Quoting Baba Saheb Ambedkar that education should be accessible to all, PM said that this
education policy is also dedicated to his idea of accessible education. National Education Policy
is big on access to education, starting from primary education. He said the policy aims to
increase Gross Enrolment Ratio in Higher Education to 50 percent by 2035.  He added this
education policy emphasizes on creating job creators rather than job seekers. That is, in a way
an attempt to bring reform in our mindset and in our approach.

Emphasis on Global Integration

PM said while the Policy focuses on Local, equal emphasis has been laid on global integration.
Top Global Institutions have been encouraged to open campuses in India. This will benefit
Indian youth in getting world class exposure and opportunities, and help them prepare for global
competition as well.  This will also help in building world-class institutions in India, making India
a hub of global education.

Click here to see the full text of PM’s address at Grand Finale of Smart India Hackathon
2020

 

Earlier this morning, Union Human Resource Development Minister , Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal
‘Nishank’ inaugurated the Grand Finale of 4th edition of Smart India Hackathon (Software) -
2020 virtually in New Delhi today. Minister of State for HRD, Shri Sanjay Dhotre; Secretary,
Higher Education Shri Amit Khare; Chairman AICTE Prof. Anil Sahasrabudhe; Chief Innovation
Officer Dr Abhay Jere were  present on the occasion. The Hackathon has been organized by the
Ministry of HRD, Government of India; All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE),
Persistent Systems and i4c.

During the inuguration ceremony, the HRD Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ said an
over whelming response from more than 4.5 Lac students was received in the first round of this
year’s competition. He said that Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, envisages a Digital India to
bridge the digital divide in our country and further promote digital literacy in order to make
development a comprehensive mass movement and put governance within everyone’s reach in
India. We all are witnessing dividends of Digital India initiatives in the current COVID 19
Pandemic. 

Shri Pokhriyal highlighted that this Hackathon is the World's biggest open innovation model
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involving more than 4.5 lakh students, 2000+ educational institutions, 1000+ mentors, 1500+
evaluators, 70+ problem submitting agencies including central ministeries, state govt
departments, and private industries thereby having true PPP model. This type of model exists
nowhere in the world where simultaneously such large number of students would be
participating.

Shri Pokhriyal emphasized on culture of Innovation for Atmanirbhar Bharat. He said, solution
created by participants of SIH will strengthen the Prime minister’s intent “Vocal for Local” to
boost economy. The Minister informed that this year, we will have more than 10,000 participants
competing to solve 243 problem statements from 37 central government departments, 13 state
governments and 20 industries. Each Problem Statement carries a prize money of Rs. 1,00,000
except the student innovation theme which will have three winners, 1st, 2nd and 3rd with prize
money of Rs. 1,00, 000, Rs. 75,000 and 50,000 respectively.

Speaking on the occasion Shri Dhotre said that we face problems in our daily lives. Thus, to
inculcate a culture of product innovation and a mind-set of problem solving, to utilize
demographic dividend, energy and ideas of youth, it is necessary to have such activities at
Institute level round the year. He also suggested that Institutes should have a bank of problem
statements, so that a student can attempt to solve a problem as per his interest. Students get
exposure at school level through ATAL Tinkering Labs. The ideas or models developed at ATAL
Tinkering Labs can be taken further in SIH. Another prominent Drug Discovery Hackathon is on
way to discover new drugs to help  fight such pandemics.

Secretary , Higher Education, Shri Amit Khare said that the software edition of Smart India
Hackathon 2020 is being conducted through an online platform. Education system is being
transformed by adopting online platforms of learning. After the great success of Smart India
Hackathon, two prominent International Hackathons i.e. India- Portugal Hackathon and India-
ASEAN Hackathon are going to take place, these are true indicators of going from Local to
Global.

He said that SIH is one of the most important means of empowering youth with the knowledge,
skills and self-confidence necessary to participate fully in the development process. Even the
New Education Policy emphasizes the need and execution of Innovation. Moreover, SIH is also
one of the best examples of public private partnership. He further said that we are very keen on
encouraging innovation culture in our educational institutions. Even during the lock down period
our students participated in “Ideathon” and “Samadhan” virtual Hackathons that laid the
foundation of organizing this year’s SIH software edition virtually.

Chairman AICTE Prof. Anil Sahasrabudhe said that NEP will help to spread India’s rich ancient
knowledge to masses. Inclusion of research in Social Sciences in National Research Foundation
of New Education Policy (NEP) is a good sign to have holistic research and innovation culture.

Dr Abhay Jere said that it has kickstarted Hackathon culture in the country and now even small
cities and civic bodies are organizing hackathons to engage with youth and harness out of box
ideas to improve their governance.

Smart India Hackathons till date, around 331 prototypes have been developed, 71 startups are
under formation, 19 startups are successfully registered. Further, 39 solutions have already
been deployed at various departments and around 64 potential solutions have been funded for
further development. SIH is helping in growing culture of Startup and Innovation.

*****
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-02

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS CIRCULATED UNNOTICED IN
BATS FOR DECADES, STUDY SAYS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Virus relative: In early February, Chinese researchers had found that SARS-CoV-2 is most
closely related to RaTG13 sarbecovirus, which was isolated from a horseshoe bat in Yunnan
province in 2013.   | Photo Credit: istockphoto

The novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2), which has so far infected over 17.6 million people and
killed nearly 6.8 million across the world, has been circulating unnoticed in bats for decades.
Bats have been the “primary reservoirs” for novel coronavirus. The SARS-CoV-2 virus is likely to
have diverged from closely related bat viruses called the sarbecovirus, 40-70 years ago, a study
published in Nature Microbiology says.

In early February, Chinese researchers had found that SARS-CoV-2 is most closely related to
RaTG13 sarbecovirus, which was isolated from a horseshoe bat in Yunnan province in 2013.
Based on the nearly 96% genome sequence identity between SARS-CoV-2 and RaTG13, a
team led by Zheng-Li Shi from the Wuhan Institute of Virology, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Wuhan, China said in a paper published in February in Nature that an origin in bats is probable
for the COVID-19 outbreak. The current study by Prof. Maciej Boni from the Pennsylvania State
University in the U.S. and others not only confirms the findings of Dr. Shi but also suggests the
probable time when SARS-CoV-2 diverged from RaTG13.

The authors analysed the evolutionary history of SARS-CoV-2 using genomic data on
sarbecoviruses. They employed three approaches to identify regions in the virus that had not
undergone recombination and that could be used to reconstruct its evolution. All approaches
suggest that RaTG13 and SARS-CoV-2 share a single ancestral lineage and estimate that
SARS-CoV-2 genetically diverged from related bat sarbecoviruses in 1948, 1969 and 1982,
respectively. “The findings demonstrate how critical it is to undertake genomic analysis of bat
viruses,” says Prof. Satyajit Mayor, Director of the Bengaluru-based National Centre for
Biological Sciences. “Many species of bat harbour several viruses which can cross over to new
hosts. When we disrupt habitats, we will face more such threats.”

Importantly, Prof. Boni and co-authors say that novel coronavirus itself has not arisen from
recombination of any sarbecoviruses. The ability of the spike protein in the virus to bind to ACE2
human receptors had emerged within bats and is an ancestral trait shared with bat viruses and
“not one acquired recently via recombination”. According to them, the results suggest the
presence of a “single lineage” circulating in bats with properties that allowed it to infect human
cells. This was also the case with the bat sarbecoviruses related to the 2002 SARS lineage.

The Nature Microbiology paper also challenges the notion that pangolins would have served as
an intermediate host where the virus would have acquired its ability to infect human cells thus
facilitating the jump into humans. They conclude that it is plausible that pangolins could have
been a conduit for transmission to humans, but there is “no evidence that pangolins facilitated
adaptation to humans” by being an intermediate host.

While pangolins or other species might have served as an intermediate host before the virus
jumped into humans, “current evidence is consistent with the virus having evolved in bats” and
rendering the virus the ability to replicate in the upper respiratory tract of both humans and
pangolins, they say.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/istockphoto/
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Before pangolins, snakes were thought to have served as intermediate hosts of SARS-CoV-2.
But the present study found no evidence to support this hypothesis. Days after this was
hypothesised, the scientific community had nearly ruled it out.

The researchers also caution that the long divergence period raises the possibility of other
undocumented virus lineages circulating in horseshoe bats that have the potential to jump from
bats to humans. Different and yet unstudied bat sarbecoviruses that have descended from the
SARS-CoV-2/RaTG13 common ancestor forms a clade with properties to infect many different
mammals, including humans.

“Without better sampling, however, it is impossible to estimate whether or how many of these
additional lineages exist,” they write.

The diversity and dynamic process of recombination amongst lineages in the bat reservoir
makes identifying viruses that can cause major outbreaks difficult. “This underscores the need
for a global network of real-time human disease surveillance systems… for pathogen
identification and characterisation,” they say.
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Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

A video explainer on the anti-body test and RT-PCR test

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Start your 14 days trial now Sign Up

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=32249017&utm_campaign=science#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/recur_subscription?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=recurring
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 18

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-02

STUDY FINDS PHYSICAL DISTANCING LINKED TO
DROP IN CORONAVIRUS SPREAD

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Strategy wise: Countries implementing national social distancing policy showed greater
reductions in transmision compared to those with regional policies.   | Photo Credit: T.
VIJAYA_KUMAR

Implementation of physical distancing policies nationally is associated with significant reductions
in transmission of the SARS-CoV-2 virus, that causes COVID-19, and reduced community
mobility, according to researchers.

The study, published in the journal PLOS ONE, found that physical distancing policies enacted
nationally in 46 countries prevented an estimated 1.57 million cases of COVID-19 over a two-
week period, representing a 65% reduction in new cases.

The researchers emphasise the significant benefits that can be achieved by individuals
practising social distancing measures.

“From our data-driven analysis, it became clear that practising social distancing can have a huge
impact on transmission rates,” said Raghu Kalluri, a professor at The University of Texas MD
Anderson Cancer Center in the US.

Analysing the effects of social distancing policies globally, the researchers were able to obtain
sufficient data for 46 countries with national social distancing policies, 74 nations without such
policies and 14 with regional policies.

The data indicate that significantly greater reductions in transmission were seen in countries
after implementing a national social distancing policy compared to those with regional policies or
a matched time frame in countries without policies, the researchers said. No significant
difference was observed between countries with regional policies and those without social
distancing policies, they said.

Countries with any social distancing policies had significantly reduced community mobility
relative to nations without policies, and those with national policies saw greater decreases than
countries with regional policies, according to the researchers.

There was a strong correlation between decreased mobility and decreased transmission of the
virus, highlighting the importance of individuals practising social distancing to effectively prevent
transmission of the virus, they said.

“This is clear evidence that social distancing measures can collectively have tremendous
impacts on reducing transmission of SARS-CoV-2, and we encourage individuals to practice
social distancing to help control spread of infections,” said Dr. Kalluri.

“We believe these data will provide useful evidence for public health officials and policy makers
when considering future measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in their communities,” he
said.

The researchers acknowledge the study is limited by a reliance on direct COVID-19 testing,

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/T-VIJAYA-KUMAR/
https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/T-VIJAYA-KUMAR/
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which may underestimate prevalence.

They also focused on spread rates following implementation of social distancing policies as an
internal control for the numerous additional factors likely contributing to spread rates.
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and political propaganda.
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NEP: PERFECTION CAN BE THE ENEMY OF THE GOOD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

NEP 2020 leans towards learning and away from the present bias towards rote

Last week, the Union government unveiled the long-awaited National Education Policy (NEP),
only the third such effort since India gained independence. It is by all counts a remarkable
document that sets out a very bold and radical vision to reset the education landscape in the
country. Almost no one can quarrel (except for the constant critics) with the objectives and
milestones of change set out in the document. One can only wish that this had happened when
we were students.

Ironically, if indeed there is one flaw in the NEP it is that it is just too perfect. My fear is that
perfection can end up being the enemy of the good. Don’t get me wrong. This is not to suggest
that we should not aim high. Absolutely we should. It is just that we should be realistic.
Perfection can be elusive, while making something good is eminently achievable. It is also a
good strategy to promise less and deliver more, particularly in dealing with trenchant critics who
will judge you by holding you to your promise.

Especially in a country like ours where the public delivery system is broken and has been used
to amass pelf.

Take for example, the decision to use Aadhaar, the 12-digit unique identity, as proof of identity
for university teachers. Doubt if anyone was prepared to discover that out of 1.4 million teachers
in colleges and universities about 130,000 were ghost teachers!

Similarly, every year, the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) details the abysmal
standards of learning in our schools. Add to this, the burden of teacher absenteeism. Some
estimates claim that a quarter of teachers do not turn up. Are we then surprised that seven
decades after independence, one in four Indians are illiterate and that the legions of engineers
hired by our top information technology (IT) companies have to be retooled, forcing them to
invest in setting up big campuses.

Having pointed out my apprehension and ignoring the manufactured controversy over language,
it is clear that the NEP 2020 is a brilliant blueprint to create a new future for education in India. It
is driven by two simple but powerful mantras: “Children not only learn, but more importantly
learn how to learn" and “One size does not fit all".

Accordingly, it makes out a case for an entirely new education architecture that leans towards
learning and away from the present bias towards rote. “Pedagogy must evolve to make
education more experiential, holistic, integrated, inquiry-driven, discovery-oriented, learner-
centred, discussion-based, flexible, and, of course, enjoyable," it says.

That is exactly why it de-emphasizes rote and redraws the schooling system on a 5+3+3+4
formula, junking the current 10+2 model. My personal favourite: it incorporates sports and
vocational courses as part of the school curriculum (at present, they are considered extra-
curricular activities). Surely many of us will remember being given monikers (actually a
pejorative) like “sports-case" for showing a greater inclination to excel in sport or “vocational" for
preferring a vocational course.

In the case of higher level education, the NEP makes it imperative for institutions to embrace
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multidisciplinary courses so as to deliver on holistic education. It also proposes a four-year
degree with the option for a student to opt out earlier (or even return at a later date) and settle
for a diploma.

Most importantly, NEP 2020 makes teachers central to the transformative agenda. Excellent
thinking, particularly if you look back and see how good teachers deeply influenced so many of
us.

“The new education policy must help re-establish teachers, at all levels, as the most respected
and essential members of our society, because they truly shape our next generation of citizens.
It must do everything to empower teachers and help them do their job as effectively as
possible," the NEP document says.

Now, that the architecture is in place, the country can get down to building the new edifice. Let
us not fret about perfection. Like Gretchen Rubin wrote in her book, The Happiness Project,
“Many things worth doing are worth doing badly." So, let perfection be the inspiration for this
transformative project and not the metric to measure success.

Anil Padmanabhan is managing editor of Mint and writes every week on the intersection of
politics and economics.

Comments are welcome at anil.p@livemint.com
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A POLICY WITH MANY A RIGHT INTENTION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Thirty-four years after the last National Policy on Education was introduced, in 1986, the
National Education Policy, 2020 has been announced. It has been approved by the Union
Cabinet, and will hopefully be approved by Parliament soon. It has several innovative ideas and
daring proposals, but also makes a few problematic assumptions.

A majority of the path-breaking proposals submitted by the Dr. K. Kasturirangan Committee, in
the 2019 draft National Education Policy, seem to have been approved. Those proposals saw
extensive debates and discussions in the country and generated a lot of feedback. Very few
important proposals that figured in the draft have been ignored in the final policy. There are a
couple of major new proposals in the 2020 policy which were not proposed in the draft or which
have been marginally modified from the draft policy. While I welcome the policy as it promises a
large set of transformative reforms of the entire education system, I refer to some proposals and
issues here.

The Hindu Explains | What has the National Education Policy 2020 proposed?

It is heartening that there are statements in the policy such as “education is a public good” and
“the public education system is the foundation of a vibrant democratic society”. I wish these
statements forcefully guide the formulation of the policy in all aspects. The recognition of
education as a public good has important implications for public policy in planning, providing,
and financing education. It also has important implications for the state’s approach towards
private education. In fact, benevolent private players and private philanthropists draw inspiration
from the nature of education as a public good. It is public education that contributes to the
building of nations, their growth — socially, economically, politically, culturally, and
technologically — and the building of a humane society. There are many more statements in the
policy that may be welcomed. For instance, the policy promotes a holistic education as well as
“each student’s holistic development in both academic and non-academic spheres”, emphasises
extra-curricular activities, emphasises research, speaks of “substantial investment in a strong,
vibrant public education system”, and so on.

The major recommendations of the Committee that have been approved include a 5+3+3+4
system in school education that incorporates early childhood care and education; universal
education that includes the secondary level; adoption of school complexes; breakfast in the
school meal programme; and introduction of vocational education at the upper primary level. A
series of reforms have been proposed in higher education too. These include a multidisciplinary
system offering choices to students from among a variety of subjects from different disciplines;
integrated (undergraduate, postgraduate and research levels) education; a four-year
undergraduate programme; and overhauling of the governance structure in higher education.
There will be just one regulatory body for the entire sector in the Higher Education Commission
of India. The policy also places emphasis on the liberal arts, humanities, and Indian heritage and
languages; facilitates selective entry of high-quality foreign universities; aims to increase public
investment in education to 6% of the GDP; promises to provide higher education free to about
50% of the students (with scholarships and fee waivers); and aims to increase the gross
enrolment ratio in higher education to 50% by 2035. Some of these proposals were suggested
by earlier committees such as the Yashpal Committee and C.N.R. Rao Committee, and several
experts. As they have immense scope in revitalising the system, we may applaud many of these
moves.

https://www.mhrd.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/new-education-policy-cabinet-briefing-live-updates/article32219499.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/new-education-policy-cabinet-briefing-live-updates/article32219499.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/education/the-hindu-explains-what-has-the-national-education-policy-2020-proposed/article32249788.ece
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Some policy decisions are bold. For instance, the policy says, “Wherever possible, the medium
of instruction until at least Grade 5... will be the home language/mother tongue/local
language/regional language.” It also says the three-language formula will be implemented. The
first proposal, which should apply to all schools including private schools, will reduce elitism and
dualism in schools to a great extent, though one might expect a bolder move like a common
school system, which would be a greater equaliser. The three-language formula will promote
national integration. Reforms like revamping the University Grants Commission and abolishing
the affiliating system were only dreamt of earlier by many experts. Of course, implementation of
these audacious reforms is still a major challenge.

Editorial | A long road: On National Education Policy 2020

What are the proposals or statements that were emphatically made in the draft but are missing
in the policy? One important statement that was repeatedly made in the draft policy, that all
commercially oriented private institutions will be closed, is missing in the final policy — though
the 2020 policy promises closure of substandard teacher education institutions only. Now the
policy simply states, “The matter of commercialization of education has been dealt with by the
Policy through multiple relevant fronts, including: the ‘light but tight’ regulatory approach that
mandates full public self-disclosure of finances”, though almost every policymaker and
administrator in education recognises that there is a serious problem with the private education
sector in India. Second, the draft policy promised doubling public expenditure on education to
20% of the total government expenditure, from 10%. The 2020 policy simply reaffirms the
commitment to allocation of 6% of GDP.

National Education Policy 2020 | Won’t impose any language, Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank
tweets in Tamil

A few other recommendations of the Committee did not find a place in the final policy. They
include setting up of a National Education Commission at the national level and a similar one at
the State level. There is no mention of State School Education Regulatory Authorities in the
2020 policy. At the State level, the Department of School Education is regarded as the apex
body. There is also no promise of ‘full’ recruitment of teachers at all levels, though the policy
promises robust recruitment mechanisms to be put in place.

Among the few new proposals, the establishment of a model Multi-Disciplinary Education and
Research University in every district is one. In school education, a National Assessment Centre
has been promised to make assessment and evaluation more holistic. The policy, unlike the
draft, rightly recognises the need to strengthen the Central Advisory Board of Education.

National Education Policy 2020 | Breakfast for school children besides mid-day meals

Apart from a few controversial proposals, a few untenable basic beliefs and assumptions of the
Committee prevail. The Committee seems to have great faith in “light but tight” regulation,
confidence in the private sector in making honest self-disclosures of all aspects of their
operations, and faith in the adequacy of common norms for public and private institutions. It also
seems to have faith in the government’s ability to implement many reforms — for example, in
doing away with the affiliating system and making all colleges autonomous degree-awarding
colleges of high quality, ensuring institutional and faculty autonomy, and in the autonomous
functioning of institutions of governance with no external interference. Policymakers and
administrators have been struggling unsuccessfully with some of these issues for years. A major
challenge policymakers will continue to face is how to differentiate the benevolent philanthropic
private sector from undesirable but powerful market forces in the education sector and regulate
the entry and growth of the latter.
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LANGUAGE OF UNITY: ON REJECTION OF THE THREE-
LANGUAGE FORMULA

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

By rejecting the three-language formula advocated in the National Education Policy (NEP 2020),
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami has only reiterated the State’s unwavering
position on an emotive and political issue. Its two-language policy, implemented decades ago
after a historic agitation against the imposition of Hindi, remains non-negotiable for almost the
entire political class. Opposition from the State had last year forced the Centre to amend the
draft NEP and withdraw a proposal to teach Hindi as a third language in schools in non-Hindi
speaking States. Yet in the NEP, approved by the Union Cabinet last week, it chose to push for
the three-language formula, packaging it as a means to promote multilingualism and “national
unity”. Though the policy said that no language will be imposed on any State, it has expectedly
cut no ice with parties in Tamil Nadu, which have risen in near unison to oppose the proposal. In
fact, Mr. Palaniswami, citing “collective sentiments” of the people, noted that the proposal was
“saddening and painful” and appealed to the Prime Minister to allow States to follow their own
language policy. In a State that resisted multiple attempts to impose Hindi since 1937, political
parties are understandably wary of any mandate to impart an additional language in schools.
They fear this would eventually pave the way for Hindi to enter the State through the back door.
Since 1985, the State has even refused to allow Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas to be set up as
they teach Hindi.

The two-language policy of Tamil and English, piloted by former Chief Minister C.N. Annadurai
in 1968, has thus far worked well in the State. In a liberalised world, more windows to the world
are being opened up for those proficient in English, a global link language. The State’s
significant human resources contribution to the ever-expanding IT sector is also attributed to the
English fluency of its recruits as much as to their technical knowledge. There is this counter-
argument that Tamil Nadu is depriving students of an opportunity to learn Hindi, touted as a
national link language. However, its voluntary learning has never been restricted and the growth
over the past decade in the number of CBSE schools, where the language is taught, would bear
testimony to this. The patronage for the 102-year-old Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha,
based in Chennai, also proves this. In the Sabha’s centenary year, Tamil Nadu accounted for
73% of active Hindi pracharaks (teachers) in South India. Out of necessity, many in the State
have picked up conversational Hindi to engage with the migrant population that feeds the labour
needs from factories to hair salons. Only compulsion is met with resistance. India’s federal
nature and diversity demand that no regional language is given supremacy over another.
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A ‘GENERATIONAL CATASTROPHE’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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On August 4, the United Nations (UN) released the secretary-general’s policy brief on the impact
of Covid-19 on the world’s education system. The policy brief points to the fact that the closure
of schools and other learning spaces have impacted 94% of the world’s student population (up
to 99% in low and lower-middle income countries). It suggests that despite the delivery of
lessons by radio, TV and online, and efforts of teachers and parents, many students still do not
have access to education. It highlights how learners with disabilities, those from marginalised
communities, displaced and refugee students, and those in remote areas are at highest risk of
being left behind. And it warns that the knock-on effects on child nutrition, child marriage and
gender equality could be enormous. The cumulative impact of all these on children may lead to
a “generational catastrophe” that could waste human potential, undermine decades of progress,
and exacerbate entrenched inequalities. This is not good news for any nation, more so for those
in the low and lower-middle income segments such as India. According to Unesco, nearly 321
million Indian children have been at home since March-end. There is no clarity on when schools
will reopen.

In the last few decades, especially since the enactment of the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009, India has seen a surge in school enrolments and
infrastructure development in the primary and secondary segments. But the learning outcomes
have not kept pace. The pandemic has now exacerbated this existing challenge. In addition, the
extended period of closure means students don’t have access to midday meals; and with
parental incomes under strain, there could be a spike in drop-out rates, especially among girls.

While the focus must be now be ensuring the safety of students, teachers and staff, and putting
in place protocols for school reopening, there has to be an extensive assessment of the learning
loss and well-thought-out plans to bridge the learning gap, and schemes to retain students. This
entails tweaking the syllabus and changing pedagogy. This forced break must also be used to
align the sector to the National Education Policy (NEP), which was released last week,
especially to its foundational learning goals. Last but not least, governments will have to arrange
for funds required for the sector. This will be a challenge post-Covid-19, but starving the
education sector of finances will be irresponsible, for it is crucial to meeting India’s development
goals and creating an inclusive society.
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CAN THE NEP AID ACCESS TO UNIVERSAL
EDUCATION?

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The new National Education Policy (NEP), approved by the Union Cabinet last week, seeks to
align itself with the Sustainable Development Goal of ensuring inclusive and equitable quality
education for all in the next 20 years. The policy has brought into its ambit children in the age
group of 3 to 18 years. Leena Chandran Wadia (a senior consultant in the Kasturirangan
Committee) and Anita Rampal (a former Dean, Faculty of Education, at Delhi University) share
their thoughts in a discussion moderated by D. Suresh Kumar. Excerpts:

Leena Chandran Wadia: I think we have to be ready because every year that we lose, we lose
some children. You know, at the time that their brain is developing fast and they can learn a lot,
we must help them learn as much as possible. So that is a deadline we must try to meet.

Can the NEP aid access to universal education? | The Hindu Parley podcast

Anita Rampal: Since April 1, 2010, we have a Right to Education Act making it a fundamental
right of every child aged between 6 and 14 years to get free and compulsory education, in a
neighbourhood school. This has been a fundamental right for the last 10 years. So there is no
question of having a target of another 10 years. What this policy is doing is, it is very quietly,
very problematically, going back on a fundamental right of a child, enacted by law.

Leena Chandran Wadia: So I saw that too. And I am a little surprised… but the document does
say that it wants to achieve universalisation of education. So, we have to wait and see until the
implementation plan comes on how they propose to deliver on what they claim they want to do,
which is universalise education between 3 and 18 years… this move to actually bring children
into sort of formal education fold at age three, had a timeline because there are lots of practical
issues with the anganwadis and preschools. But it doesn’t take away from the rights embodied
in the RTE Act, which begins at age 6, which we felt was too late.

Anita Rampal: It [NEP] is clearly trying to abandon that [RTE] Act. It says it is not going to have
a regular schooling with well-qualified teachers. This policy is saying we will be allowing open
schooling. This clubbing of three years of ECCE with Grade 1 and 2 of primary school and then
calling this a ‘foundational literacy and numeracy mission’, it is so worrying because we know
that an anganwadi [worker] is not professionally trained to be a teacher. Can we believe it that a
national policy says children will become tutors for others in their classes? It is very clear that it
is really trying to abandon its responsibility of even providing a good, professional teacher for the
earliest years.

National Education Policy 2020 | KVs unlikely to change medium of instruction

Leena Chandran Wadia: I would like to underline that all existing resources should be pressed
into service to ensure that every child gets quality early childhood care. The anganwadi workers
score a lot because they are actually, sort of, replacing the parents of the children. And so that is
alright as a way to begin teaching the children… The NEP committee members were completely
clear that the policy’s focus has to be that government education is of very high quality. This is
the only way we will make sure every child, no matter where they are in, are given education. It
is very unlikely that the private sector is going to open schools in remote areas with less than 10
children. The only hope is to strengthen the government education system. But, of course, we
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are not going to stand in the way of private education. In the last 25 years, we have had nearly
50% private school education and nearly 70% of enrollment in higher education in private hands.
The concern is there are too many players who are not of good quality. We have to find a way to
weed them out. Everywhere in the world, it is usually philanthropy, private sector that
participates in education. What we have in India is a lot of people under the umbrella of not for
profit really working for profit... [To] filter them out, we have made some suggestions.

National Education Policy 2020 | States will  decide on medium of instruction, says Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank

 Anita Rampal: Kothari Commission spoke about a ‘school complex’ to have a collaborative
synergy between high or higher secondary schools, which normally are better resourced, and
the smaller neighbourhood and primary schools, which actually then become feeder schools for
the high school. That word is being used now in a completely different sense. Here we know the
background… 14,000 schools in one State have been closed under the name of consolidation,
saying that small schools are sub-optimal.

So, schools which actually provide access in the proximity of the child, within the community;
those have been closed or merged. NEP says we should have larger institutions, right up to
higher education, have a college which has 2,500 students. So it is trying to make an economic
argument of viability. This is playing with the child’s right. How can you expect that this will be
considered as access?

Editorial | A long road: On National Education Policy 2020

Leena Chandran Wadia: This is a pedagogical alignment, where we would like to assess
students at Grade 3, 5 and 8 to make sure that they have attained the outcomes designed for
them. This is an attempt to refocus attention on learning outcomes at different stages. In fact, we
think there is also provision to make sure that the biggest dropouts that start to happen from
beyond Grade 5 are halted.

National Education Policy 2020 | Leave no child behind, bridge digital divide

Leena Chandran Wadia: State governments have actually decided that teaching will happen in
the regional language, which is, for instance, Kannada in Karnataka, ignoring that there are
large swathes of areas on the borders of Maharashtra, where children speak Marathi; on the
Andhra Pradesh border, where children speak Telugu, etc. It should be possible for a school in a
certain community to teach students in the dominant language. But there is another problem as
State governments transfer teachers. You hire somebody from Bengaluru and post them at the
Maharashtra border and the children are listening to Kannada, which is a foreign language. So,
when they don’t attain foundational literacy and numeracy, it is because they are also struggling
with the language. The whole idea is to try to get State governments to allow local schools to
teach in their own language by hiring local teachers. How far we will succeed remains to be
seen, because education is [also] a State subject. As for the common school curriculum, the
discussion about different boards was there [in the NEP committee]. There is an exodus towards
CBSE boards in many States but that is partially because the State boards are quite weak. This
policy has tried to strengthen SCERTs so that they can attend to children’s need to be educated
within their own context and culture. We need to open up that opportunity so that children can
relate to their real life through their education. That is the reason we have let the various boards
be.

National Education Policy 2020 | 4-year UG courses in; M.Phil. out
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Anita Rampal: The notion of vocational education as something which is only preparing you for
vocations should not be pushed early in school. From the first Radhakrishnan Commission right
down, our [Education] Commissions have said let’s not have different statuses for different kinds
of programmes and instead give students a chance to study together. Our vocational education
has no education in it. It is skill-based and based on hierarchy between knowledge for some and
skill for the others depending on this constructed version of what is ‘ability’. This needs to be
really questioned, because we already have many hierarchies within our system. This clubbing
together of Grades 9, 10, 11 and 12 is extremely worrying and problematic because it says that
you will be given vocational courses. Instead of sorting children out, give them a choice to be
together and support them right through that. There will be a lot of dropping out, pushing them
away into vocational courses or open school.

National Education Policy 2020 | Breakfast for school children besides mid-day meals

Leena Chandran Wadia: This was debated a lot. The policy is very clear about where we would
like to go. So many things are being dismantled, so many new attitudes and mindsets need to
be built. The interim is going to be very difficult and most parents are anxious about the handful
of so-called good opportunities that they have a perception for, like IITs. And so there are insane
levels of competition. We felt it is better that only the people who want to try for JEE, for
example, need to study for that entrance exam. The rest in school can be liberated to
experiment with so many other of their interests. Also, higher education institutions are going to
have some autonomy in deciding who they admit, which again, makes parents nervous. So, if at
least some percentage of scores can be used for admission through the NTA then there will be a
sense that there is at least an attempt to provide a partial level-playing field till such time that
some trust is built in the system. Instead of trying to examine every child through an exit exam in
Grades 10 and 12, it is better to introduce an entrance exam.

National Education Policy 2020 | Rigorous consultations done before framing new policy, says
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank

Anita Rampal: I totally agree… disadvantage just doesn’t come from the air. It is historical, it is
social. That is the way identities have been shaped with declarations of exclusion. Clubbing
everyone under ‘SEDG’, shying away from saying ‘Dalit’ or ‘minority’ will not really get us to even
acknowledge what the issue is. This is sort of glossing over it. We have to understand what
‘caste’ is. And what does it mean when we say that a child is from the Muslim community? How
does a child fare within the system? How do the others look at this child? What are the
backgrounds of this child? Trying to understand the diverse social realities, disadvantages and
exclusion is key.

Anita Rampal, is a former Dean, Faculty of Education at Delhi University; Leena Chandran
Wadia was a senior consultant in the Kasturirangan Committee
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NEP 2020: WHAT IS NEEDED IS A NEW KIND OF
THINKING

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

One thing struck me as a major difference between the new National Education Policy and its
predecessor. The previous policy, National Policy on Education 1986/1992, presented itself as
an attempt to consolidate and build on all the earlier efforts, particularly NPE 1968. The new
policy, NEP 2020, on the other hand, is very keen to establish that it is different (even in its
name!) from everything of the past.

Nowhere in the policy does this attitude come across as starkly as it does in the section on
higher education, which begins with a credo that “this policy envisions a complete overhaul and
re-energising of the higher education system…” (p. 34). The policy starts with listing the
problems currently faced by India’s higher education. The listing may be comprehensive, but
there is no diagnosis of the underlying maladies. It is as though there is nothing to understand
about what has made it possible, historically, for some of the current institutions, arrangements
and practices to succeed even within the general gloom, and some successful ones of the past
to have regressed into mediocrity.

The vision for higher education itself is quite wordy, and at places somewhat repetitive (for
instance, the term “multidisciplinary” comes up repeatedly in the document and despite so much
articulation on the subject, one is still left wondering what it is really all about), but comes across
fairly clearly about how the higher education ecosystem will be by 2040. By that time, if the
policy has its way, the Indian higher education ecosystem will be populated with higher
education institutions (HEIs) comprising universities and colleges, public as well as private, all of
which will be “multidisciplinary” and each populated by more than 3,000 students, at least one
“in or near every district” (p. 35).

Universities will do research as well as postgraduate and undergraduate teaching, some
research intensive and others teaching intensive, while colleges will be largely teaching at the
undergraduate level, a number of them having “medium of instruction in local/Indian languages
or bilingually” (p. 35). The colleges may manifest in clusters around universities as constituent
colleges, or may be stand-alone autonomous ones. Ideally, all HEIs will eventually become
“independent self-governing institutions” (p. 49) with considerable “faculty and institutional
autonomy” (p. 34), having complied with a series of regulatory exercises that are “light but tight”
(pp. 34, 47) operated by a large number of private accreditors overseen by a new set of
regulatory institutions at the national level. By 2035, India’s higher education system will have
doubled the Gross Enrolment Ratio to 50 per cent. The doubling of enrolment will be made
possible by larger student strength in each HEI, a large number of new HEIs mostly in the
private sector, by a refurbished Open and Distance Learning system and through the use of
technologies including online modes.

While the vision is laid out pretty elaborately, the fact that we are starting not with a tabula rasa,
but with existing imperfect institutions, both HEIs as well as the regulatory structures, the policy
does not clarify how we will get there in two decades, indeed how we will accomplish the
promised “complete overhaul and re-energising of the higher education system.” What the policy
envisages is to build the edifice of an entirely new ecosystem of independent self-governing
institutions with considerable autonomy for teachers from the debris of a “fragmented
ecosystem” of “low standard teaching,” “lesser emphasis on research,” “suboptimal governance
and leadership” and “ineffective regulatory system” (p. 33). No clear roadmap is laid out in the
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policy for this complete makeover.

Opinion | PB Mehta writes: Text of education policy artfully navigates several thickets.
Fears about document come from context

The problem, as I see it, is that much of the mediocrity in the system that the policy rightly
identifies stems out of a culture of mistrust and control, the seeds of which are in the very DNA
of our larger system, not confined to higher education. So, it is a bit disappointing that the policy
employs structures and mechanisms that are built out of the same genetic material to engineer
the structural transformation of the entire ecosystem of higher education that it envisions.

When the policy envisages a set of national level regulatory institutions, it is willy-nilly giving in to
centralisation and imposition of a uniform template. In fact, the NEP 2020 itself is an exercise of
imposing uniformity and standardisation along a single axis of control and power, which is
paradoxical given India’s size, population, diversity and constitutional federalism. The “light but
tight” approach (whatever that means) in the regulatory processes is obviously well intentioned.
But, from past experiences we know that these are mostly subverted by the deeply entrenched
bureaucratic culture that will pervade any new institution created within the larger governmental
ecosystem. One old institution may mitotically divide into four new ones, but the genetic material
out of which these are created remains the same, and so does the institutional culture.

What is needed, perhaps, is a new kind of thinking, more along the lines of the “rhizomatic”
model for social organisation and culture that Deleuze and Guattari (Gilles Deleuze and Felix
Guattari, 1980, A Thousand Plateaus, Translated by Brian Massumi. London and New York:
Continuum, 2004) have propounded. It is important to recognise that institutions are organic
entities with their own histories and rooted firmly in, and engaging dynamically with, specific
social and cultural contexts. Creation of a new ecosystem cannot be engineered through top-
down fiats. Drawing an instance from ancient India, as the policy time and again does, Nalanda
and Vallabhi did not reach their pinnacle of glory by complying with fiats that sought to prescribe
their curricula and regulate their scholarship.

Dhanmanjiri Sathe writes: Education Policy does not adequately tackle issue of inequity
arising out of medium of instruction

In fact, each of the ancient universities was unique; they were not cast in the same mould. They
flourished in an environment of trust and freedom in which they themselves determined what
their scholarly pursuits and teaching would be. Their patrons simply trusted their wisdom to carry
out their work and supported them without breathing down their necks.

This article first appeared in the print edition on August 8, 2020 under the title ‘NEP 2020: The
new old’. The writer is professor, Central Institute of Education, University of Delhi and former
vice chancellor, Ambedkar University Delhi.

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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DR. HARSH VARDHAN LAUDS THE CONTRIBUTION OF
STATES IN POPULARISING ESANJEEVANI, THE TELE-
MEDICINE PLATFORM ROLLED OUT BY HEALTH
MINISTRY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, today presided over a review
meeting with States/UTs on the “eSanjeevani” and “eSanjeevaniOPD” platforms as1.5 lakh tele-
consultations were completed on the tele-medicine service platforms of the Health Ministry. Sh.
Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare was also
present. Dr.C.Vijaya Baskar, Health Minister of Tamil Nadu joined virtually.

In a short span of time since November 2019, tele-consultation by eSanjeevaniand
eSanjeevaniOPD have been implemented by 23 States (which covers 75% of the population)
and other States are in the process of rolling it out.

In a landmark achievement, the national telemedicine service has completed more than
1,50,000 tele-consultations enabling patient to doctor consultations from the confines of their
home, as well as doctor to doctor consultations.

Expressing appreciation for this accomplishment, Dr. Harsh Vardhan said, “Under the guidance
of Hon’ble Prime Minister, we have started implementing the vision of Digital India through
broadband and mobile phones at the Ayushman Bharat - Health and Wellness Centres. With the
cooperation of States and UTs, and a pool of selfless and talented medical practitioners and
specialists, we have been able to provide healthcare services through tele-medicine platform
such as eSanjeevani. This has substantially augmented our health infrastructure during the
COVID pandemic”.

Echoing similar sentiments, Sh. Ashwini K. Choubey remarked that it would be a “gamechanger
for people in the rural areas who do not have easy access to medical specialists located in
cities”.

This eSanjeevani platform has enabled two types of telemedicine services viz. Doctor-to-Doctor
(eSanjeevani) and Patient-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani OPD) Tele-consultations. The former is being
implemented under the Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centre (AB-HWCs) programme.
It is planned to implement tele-consultation in all the 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres (as
spokes) in a ‘Hub and Spoke’ model, by December 2022. States have identified and set up
dedicated ‘Hubs’ in Medical Colleges and District hospitals to provide tele-consultation services
to ‘Spokes’, i.e SHCs and PHCs. As on date, 12,000 users comprising Community Health
Officers and Doctors have been trained to make use of this national e-platform. Presently,
telemedicine is being provided through more than 3,000 HWCs in 10 States.

Owing to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Health Ministry launched the second tele-
consultation service enabling patient-to-doctor telemedicine through ‘eSanjeevaniOPD’. Offered
at no cost, this e-health service is rapidly gaining popularity as citizens in around 20 States are
now consulting doctors without having to go to the hospital physically. Around 2800 doctors
have been trained and on-boarded at eSanjeevaniOPD and every day around 250 doctors and
specialists across the country provide eHealth services despite the lockdown has been relaxed
in phases.  This service is available as an Android mobile application as well. This has made it
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convenient for the people to avail of the health services without having to travel. It also ensures
that the patient gets to see the doctor in around five minutes after logging in. 

As of now, out of total of 1,58,000 tele-consultations were offered across the country - out of
which, 67,000 consultations were provided through eSanjeevani at Ayushman Bharat HWCs
and 91,000 patient to doctor consultations through eSanjeevaniOPD mode. Presently, on an
average, around 5,000 consultations per day are provided through both the modes (eSanjeevani
and eSanjeevaniOPD). 

The telemedicine platform is hosting over 40 online OPDs, more than half of these are speciality
OPDs which include Gynaecology, Psychiatry, Dermatology, ENT, Ophthalmology, antiretroviral
therapy (ART) for the AIDS/HIV patients, Non-Communicable Disease (NCD) etc. 

The top ten States which have registered highest consultations through eSanjeevani and
eSanjeevaniOPD platforms are Tamil Nadu (32,035 consultations), Andhra Pradesh (28,960),
Himachal Pradesh (24,527), Uttar Pradesh (20,030), Kerala (15,988), followed by Gujarat
(7127), Punjab (4450), Rajasthan (3548), Maharashtra (3284) and Uttarakhand (2596).

The majority share in the doctor-to-doctor eSanjeevani consultations at AB-HWCs has been of
Andhra Pradesh (25,478) and Himachal Pradesh (23,857) while Tamil Nadu leads in the patient-
to-doctor eSanjeevaniOPD services with 32,035 consultations.

In the discussion with the States, the contribution of all the States utilizing this e-health services
(eSanjeevani and eSanjeevaniOPD platform) was lauded.The Health Minister of Tamil Nadu
thanked for the support of Health Ministry and C-DAC in the roll out of the tele-medicine platform
and highlighted the achievement of the state as registering the highest consultations (32,035)
through its online OPD services. Some best practices followed by States were shared during the
discussion viz. Andhra Pradesh has started implementing eSanjeevani in all Panchayats /
PHCs; Himachal Pradesh already has provided many specialty services through e-OPDs; Uttar
Pradesh has registered 20,030 consultations in a short time period of one month after roll out;
Kerala successfully implemented tele-medicine services in a Jail in Palakkad District.

Sh. Rajesh Bhushan, Union Health Secretary and other senior officials from the Ministry were
present. Dr. P. K. Khosla, Executive Director, C-DAC and Dr. Sanjay Sood, Associate Director,
C-DAC, Health Secretaries, MD NHMs and other senior officials of invited States joined digitally.

****

MV/SG

Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, today presided over a review
meeting with States/UTs on the “eSanjeevani” and “eSanjeevaniOPD” platforms as1.5 lakh tele-
consultations were completed on the tele-medicine service platforms of the Health Ministry. Sh.
Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare was also
present. Dr.C.Vijaya Baskar, Health Minister of Tamil Nadu joined virtually.

In a short span of time since November 2019, tele-consultation by eSanjeevaniand
eSanjeevaniOPD have been implemented by 23 States (which covers 75% of the population)
and other States are in the process of rolling it out.

In a landmark achievement, the national telemedicine service has completed more than
1,50,000 tele-consultations enabling patient to doctor consultations from the confines of their
home, as well as doctor to doctor consultations.
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Expressing appreciation for this accomplishment, Dr. Harsh Vardhan said, “Under the guidance
of Hon’ble Prime Minister, we have started implementing the vision of Digital India through
broadband and mobile phones at the Ayushman Bharat - Health and Wellness Centres. With the
cooperation of States and UTs, and a pool of selfless and talented medical practitioners and
specialists, we have been able to provide healthcare services through tele-medicine platform
such as eSanjeevani. This has substantially augmented our health infrastructure during the
COVID pandemic”.

Echoing similar sentiments, Sh. Ashwini K. Choubey remarked that it would be a “gamechanger
for people in the rural areas who do not have easy access to medical specialists located in
cities”.

This eSanjeevani platform has enabled two types of telemedicine services viz. Doctor-to-Doctor
(eSanjeevani) and Patient-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani OPD) Tele-consultations. The former is being
implemented under the Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centre (AB-HWCs) programme.
It is planned to implement tele-consultation in all the 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres (as
spokes) in a ‘Hub and Spoke’ model, by December 2022. States have identified and set up
dedicated ‘Hubs’ in Medical Colleges and District hospitals to provide tele-consultation services
to ‘Spokes’, i.e SHCs and PHCs. As on date, 12,000 users comprising Community Health
Officers and Doctors have been trained to make use of this national e-platform. Presently,
telemedicine is being provided through more than 3,000 HWCs in 10 States.

Owing to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Health Ministry launched the second tele-
consultation service enabling patient-to-doctor telemedicine through ‘eSanjeevaniOPD’. Offered
at no cost, this e-health service is rapidly gaining popularity as citizens in around 20 States are
now consulting doctors without having to go to the hospital physically. Around 2800 doctors
have been trained and on-boarded at eSanjeevaniOPD and every day around 250 doctors and
specialists across the country provide eHealth services despite the lockdown has been relaxed
in phases.  This service is available as an Android mobile application as well. This has made it
convenient for the people to avail of the health services without having to travel. It also ensures
that the patient gets to see the doctor in around five minutes after logging in. 

As of now, out of total of 1,58,000 tele-consultations were offered across the country - out of
which, 67,000 consultations were provided through eSanjeevani at Ayushman Bharat HWCs
and 91,000 patient to doctor consultations through eSanjeevaniOPD mode. Presently, on an
average, around 5,000 consultations per day are provided through both the modes (eSanjeevani
and eSanjeevaniOPD). 

The telemedicine platform is hosting over 40 online OPDs, more than half of these are speciality
OPDs which include Gynaecology, Psychiatry, Dermatology, ENT, Ophthalmology, antiretroviral
therapy (ART) for the AIDS/HIV patients, Non-Communicable Disease (NCD) etc. 

The top ten States which have registered highest consultations through eSanjeevani and
eSanjeevaniOPD platforms are Tamil Nadu (32,035 consultations), Andhra Pradesh (28,960),
Himachal Pradesh (24,527), Uttar Pradesh (20,030), Kerala (15,988), followed by Gujarat
(7127), Punjab (4450), Rajasthan (3548), Maharashtra (3284) and Uttarakhand (2596).

The majority share in the doctor-to-doctor eSanjeevani consultations at AB-HWCs has been of
Andhra Pradesh (25,478) and Himachal Pradesh (23,857) while Tamil Nadu leads in the patient-
to-doctor eSanjeevaniOPD services with 32,035 consultations.

In the discussion with the States, the contribution of all the States utilizing this e-health services
(eSanjeevani and eSanjeevaniOPD platform) was lauded.The Health Minister of Tamil Nadu
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thanked for the support of Health Ministry and C-DAC in the roll out of the tele-medicine platform
and highlighted the achievement of the state as registering the highest consultations (32,035)
through its online OPD services. Some best practices followed by States were shared during the
discussion viz. Andhra Pradesh has started implementing eSanjeevani in all Panchayats /
PHCs; Himachal Pradesh already has provided many specialty services through e-OPDs; Uttar
Pradesh has registered 20,030 consultations in a short time period of one month after roll out;
Kerala successfully implemented tele-medicine services in a Jail in Palakkad District.

Sh. Rajesh Bhushan, Union Health Secretary and other senior officials from the Ministry were
present. Dr. P. K. Khosla, Executive Director, C-DAC and Dr. Sanjay Sood, Associate Director,
C-DAC, Health Secretaries, MD NHMs and other senior officials of invited States joined digitally.

****
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STUDYING P. VIVAX MALARIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Important step: The improved methodwas developed for breeding A. stephensi mosquitoes in
the lab.   | Photo Credit: nopparit

The parasite Plasmodium vivax, responsible for 7.5 million malaria cases worldwide, remains
understudied. Not much is known about its dormant stage in the liver. An international team has
developed a system to breed these parasites in the lab and then infect cultured human liver cells
with it. This can help establish a robust liver stage assay in P. vivax-endemic regions such as
India.

Mosquitoes inject the sporozoite (spore-like) stage of the parasite into the skin when they bite,
and the sporozoites travel to the liver. “Imagine some 50 parasites enter our liver, each infect
one liver cell or hepatocyte and multiply enormously to 10,000 or more. These can then move
out and infect blood cells,” explains Varadharajan Sundaramurthy, from National Centre for
Biological Sciences (NCBS), one of the corresponding authors of the work published in Malaria
Journal.

As the number is very low in the liver, our immune system barely notices it. This was believed to
be a silent stage. “The parasite can remain in the liver in a dormant stage and relapse later. So
there is an urgent need to find drugs for P. vivax which will kill both the blood and liver stages,”
he adds.

Susanta Kumar Ghosh, who recently retired from ICMR-National Institute of Malaria Research,
Bengaluru Centre, and is one of the corresponding authors, developed an improved method for
breeding Anopheles stephensi mosquitoes in the lab. The females were fed with blood collected
from Indian patients with the P. vivax infection. Two weeks later, the mature sporozoites were
taken from the mosquitoes’ salivary glands, added to cultured liver cells (multiple human
hepatocyte platforms) and studied. This approach can be used to further study the liver stage in
P. vivax life cycle.

“Another complication is the emergence of drug-resistant malaria parasites. Certain malaria-
endemic countries have even abandoned chloroquine for P. vivax treatment. Fortunately
chloroquine is still effective in India. But the currently used anti-relapse drug, Primaquine, has
many undesirable side-effects, especially in patients with a genetic defect called G6PD
deficiency. Moreover, it takes 14 days to administer this drug for radical cure... there is an urgent
need for development of a new class of drugs,” adds Dr. Ghosh. The researchers add that this
assay could also be used to test if a specific anti-malarial drug would work for an individual, thus
paving the way for individualised treatment for patients.

You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

To get full access, please subscribe.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days trial now. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/nopparit/
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=32305450&utm_campaign=science&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/recur_subscription?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=32305450&utm_campaign=science


Page 44

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Start your 14 days trial now Sign Up

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.
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CORONAVIRUS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

One reason why containing novel coronavirus spread is challenging is that people who seem to
be healthy despite being infected with the virus can spread it to others. A body of evidence now
suggests that people without symptoms can and do readily spread coronavirus, and people are
most infectious just a couple of days before symptoms show up. This is typically the
presymptomatic phase when infected people don’t exhibit symptoms but do shed substantial
amounts of virus.

A retrospective study of 303 symptomatic and asymptomatic patients infected with SARS-CoV-2
during March 6-26 has found definite evidence that people who do not exhibit symptoms carry
the same amount of virus as those who are symptomatic. The results of the study carried out in
South Korea were published in the journal JAMA Internal Medicine.

Of the 303 patients studied, 110 (36.3%) were asymptomatic at the time of isolation. The team,
led by Dr Eunjung Lee from the Soonchunhyang University Hospital, Bucheon, South Korea,
found that only 21 of 110 asymptomatic patients subsequently developed symptoms.

This study thus provided the much-needed evidence that many people with coronavirus infection
can remain asymptomatic for a “prolonged period”.

While this study found that 29% of asymptomatic patients never developed symptoms at all, Dr.
Anthony Fauci, Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, had pegged
it at 20-45%. A review in the Annals of Internal Medicine states that asymptomatic persons
account for nearly 40-45% of SARS-CoV-2 infections. The review also said that such people
transmit the virus for an “extended period, perhaps longer than 14 days”.

While the incidence of asymptomatic patients carrying high viral load raises the possibility of
such people spreading the virus to others, the study did not determine this, as it was not
designed for the said purpose. Both symptomatic and asymptomatic patients were isolated, thus
providing no opportunity to study the chain of transmission. Also, live virus was not cultured
(grown) in labs to confirm the infectious nature of the virus. Hence, they note that “detection of
viral RNA does not equate infectious virus being present and transmissible”.

While several studies too have found a large percentage of asymptomatic cases, such studies
have a limitation. Unlike the current study, earlier ones had considered presymptomatic patients
as asymptomatic without observing the clinical course of asymptomatic cases.

The challenge with asymptomatic infection is the heightened risk of such people travelling freely
and mingling with others thus spreading the virus to them, whereas those with symptoms are
more likely to stay at home.

The combination of prolonged period of being asymptomatic and carrying similar viral load as
people with symptoms would necessitate isolation of all infected people regardless of symptoms,
they note. “An important implication of our findings is that there may be substantial
underreporting of infected patients using the current symptom-based surveillance and
screening,” they write.

The study once again underscores the importance of wearing masks and maintaining physical
distancing to reduce the chances of getting infected. Studies have shown that universal masking
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reduces the amount virus inhaled thus increasing the chances of coming down with only mild
disease even when infected.
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news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.
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DAUGHTERS HAVE EQUAL RIGHT TO INHERIT
PROPERTY, SAYS SC

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Supreme Court on Tuesday held that daughters have an equal birthright with sons to inherit
joint Hindu family property.

The court decided that the amended Hindu Succession Act, which gives daughters equal rights
to ancestral property, will have a retrospective effect.

“A daughter always remains a loving daughter. A son is a son until he gets a wife. A daughter is
a daughter throughout her life,” Justice Arun Mishra, heading a three-judge Bench, authored the
judgment.

The judgment agreed with lead arguments made by senior advocate Bishwajit Bhattacharya that
the substituted Section 6 of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 confers the status of ‘coparcener’ to
a daughter born before or after the amendment in the same manner as a son. Coparcener is a
person who has a birthright to parental property.

Overrules 2015 decision

Since the right to coparcenary of a daughter is by birth, it is not necessary that the father should
be alive as on September 9, 2005. The court has thus overruled an earlier 2015 decision.

The court, in its 121-page judgment, said the statutory fiction of partition created by proviso to
Section 6 of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 as originally enacted did not bring about the actual
partition or disruption of coparcenary.

It also clarified that an unregistered oral partition, without any contemporaneous public
document, cannot be accepted as the statutory recognised mode of partition.

“However, in exceptional cases where plea of oral partition is supported by public documents
and partition is finally evinced in the same manner as if it had been affected by a decree of a
court, it may be accepted,” the Bench held.
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CORONAVIRUS TRANSMISSION RISK INCREASES
ALONG WILDLIFE SUPPLY CHAINS, SAYS STUDY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A woman wearing a surgical mask buys fish at a wet market following the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) outbreak at Sham Shui Po, one of the oldest districts in Hong Kong, China July 17,
2020. Human-wildlife contact with an intermediate host species in China almost certainly
triggered a coronavirus spillover event that may have involved wildlife markets, leading to the
pandemic spread of SARS-CoV-2, the scientists said.   | Photo Credit: REUTERS

Coronaviruses, the family of viruses which includes the COVID-19 causing SARS-CoV-2, is
amplified along wildlife supply chains from traders to large markets to restaurants, according to a
study which says the maximal risk is for end consumers of such products, likely explaining how
these viruses jump species to humans.

In the research, published in the journal PLOS ONE, coronaviruses were detected in a high
proportion of bats and rodents in Vietnam from 2013 to 2014, with an increasing proportion of
positive samples found along the wildlife supply chain.

The scientists, including those from the Wildlife Conservation Society in the US, noted that there
is an amplification of coronaviruses along this supply chain posed a very high risk for end
consumers of such animal products.

They said this may likely explain how the virus jump species to humans and causes epidemics.

According to the study, outbreaks of emerging coronaviruses in the past two decades and the
current pandemic caused by SARS-CoV-2 highlight the importance of this viral family as a public
health threat.

Human-wildlife contact with a bat or an intermediate host species in China almost certainly
triggered a coronavirus spillover event that may have involved wildlife markets, leading to the
pandemic spread of SARS-CoV-2, the scientists said.

Beyond China, they added that commercial wildlife farming in Vietnam is part of the expanded
international wildlife trade — thought to contribute to global epidemics, such as the 2002-03
SARS pandemic, and the COVID-19 outbreak.

To better understand the natural hosts of coronaviruses and the risk for their jump across the
species barrier into humans, the researchers analysed the presence and diversity of this virus
family in wildlife at wildlife-human interfaces in Vietnam from 2013 to 2014.

They found high proportions of positive samples of coronaviruses among field rats (34.0%)
destined for human consumption and bats (74.8%) adjacent to human dwellings.

The odds of coronavirus detection increased along the supply chain, from field rats sold by
traders (20.7%), to field rats sold in large markets (32.0%), and field rats served in restaurants
(55.6%), the study noted.

It said coronaviruses were also detected in rodents on most wildlife farms sampled (60.7%),
affecting Malayan porcupines (6.0%) and bamboo rats (6.3%) raised for human consumption.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/REUTERS/
https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/
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To minimise the public health risks of viral disease emergence, the researchers recommend
improving coronavirus surveillance in wildlife, and implementing targeted wildlife trade reform.

“This study shows the wildlife supply chain generates a one-two punch when it comes to
spillover risk. It is known to increase contact rates between wildlife and people, and here we
show how it greatly amplifies the number of infected animals along the way,” they said.
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COVID-19: PANEL PREPARES A BLUEPRINT FOR
NATIONWIDE VACCINATION

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The government on Wednesday said a single central system will be set up to procure covid-19
vaccines for pan-India requirements, which will be supervised by the Centre, and advised states
not to initiate separate mechanisms to buy the antigen.

After the first meeting of the National Expert Group on Vaccine Administration for covid-19, the
Union health ministry said India will leverage domestic vaccine manufacturing capacity, besides
engaging with all international manufacturers for early delivery of vaccines not only for domestic
use but also for low- and middle-income nations, and key neighbouring and partner countries.

The meeting was chaired by Dr V.K. Paul, member of NITI Aayog, with Rajesh Bhushan,
secretary, ministry of health and family welfare, as the co-chair.

The expert group deliberated on the conceptualization and implementation mechanisms for
creating a digital infrastructure for inventory management and delivery of the vaccine, including
a real-time tracking of the vaccination process, which will focus on last-mile delivery.

They also deliberated on the broad parameters to select vaccine candidates for the country and
sought inputs from the standing technical sub-committee of the National Technical Advisory
Group on Immunization (NTAGI).

Besides, it laid down the guiding principles for identifying and prioritizing population groups for
vaccination, the ministry said.

The members also identified ways to finance the procurement of the covid vaccines, and the
available options for setting up delivery platforms, cold chain and associated infrastructure to roll
out the vaccination strategy. The ministry said all follow-up action and possible scenarios were
deliberated upon to ensure equitable and transparent delivery of vaccines.

“Issues related to vaccine safety and surveillance were taken up and the strategy for community
involvement through transparent information and awareness creation were discussed," it added.

Earlier this week, the World Health Organization (WHO) said over $100 billion will be required
globally to procure the vaccines.

Indian pharmaceutical companies are aggressively involved in covid-19 vaccine development.
Bharat Biotech’s inactivated vaccine candidate, co-developed with the National Institute of
Virology (NIV), is among three candidates currently undergoing human trials in India.

The other Indian candidate is Zydus Cadila Ltd’s DNA plasmid vaccine, while the Serum Institute
of India is conducting the phase 3 clinical trials for the adenovirus-based covid vaccine jointly
developed by AstraZeneca Plc and the University of Oxford.

Last week, Serum Institute had received a $150 million funding from The Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation and Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance, for two vaccines developed by University of Oxford
and Novavax, on the condition that the Pune-based firm prices the vaccines at a maximum of $3
per dose.
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Under the agreement, the company will produce up to 100 million doses for distribution in India
and other countries by the first half of 2021, once it receives approvals from regulators and
under WHO’s pre-qualification programme.

Meanwhile, India’s covid case count continued its upward trend with more than 63,000 cases
recorded in the past 24 hours.

While the global tally breached the 20 million mark, India registered 2,371,761 cases.
Wednesday witnessed the highest single-day recovery to 56,110 at a rate of 70.38%.

In the first week of July, the daily average recovered cases were at 15,000; in the first week of
August, it has surged to 50,000, with total recoveries at 1,673,643.

India’s actual caseload stands at 643,948, which is 27.64% of the total positive cases. So far,
over 26 million tests have been conducted, including 733,449 tests in the past 24 hours. The
tests per million has jumped to 18,852.

Leroy Leo contributed to the story.
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MORE THAN A VACCINE, IT IS ABOUT VACCINATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Everyone eagerly asks: will we get a COVID-19 vaccine this year or only next year? During a
pandemic, expecting vaccines the same year or the next, illustrates the power of technology,
human hope, media hype — all at unprecedented frenzy.

Globally, innumerable vaccine trials are progressing; in India, two candidates have advanced
considerably. An inactivated coronavirus vaccine was created by Hyderabad’s Bharat Biotech. It
is safe and immunogenic (stimulates anti-coronavirus antibody) in laboratory animals and
humans, to be re-confirmed in a phase 2 trial; phase 3 will assess the vaccine’s safety and
protective efficacy against COVID-19.

Coronavirus | Vaccine panel mulls early access

Pune’s Serum Institute of India (SII) is testing Oxford University-AstraZeneca’s vaccine using a
Trojan horse approach — spiking chimpanzee adenovirus type 5 with coronavirus spike
glycoprotein genes. When injected, adenoviruses are detected and devoured by immune system
cells patrolling for invading microbes. The smuggled genes force these cells to synthesise and
spew out spike protein that is immunogenic. This adenovirus is harmless in humans. The SII is
ready to upscale production after regulatory clearances in the United Kingdom and India.

Both company-owners have invested heavily, without extramural research support, or advance
purchase contract by the government. Both seem to have the best interests of fellow Indians first
in their hearts; profit comes second. Risks are a part of the game. Neither company has all its
eggs in one basket — confidence in their flagship antigens is not absolute, both are pursuing
alternate vaccine candidates also.

Some wealthy nations made bilateral financial agreements with manufacturers in order to hog
vaccines. Such vaccine nationalism is ‘measles of the world’, borrowing the phrase from
Einstein. Global public good should not be hijacked by wealthy nations. Gavi, the global vaccine
alliance, created COVAX — a funding facility to ensure up-scaling vaccine production and its
access to low income countries as soon as regulatory approvals emerge. COVAX will support
the SII with funds to bring down selling-price to $3 per dose.

Coronavirus | WHO chief scientist warns against ‘vaccine nationalism’

With good news on supply side, what about the delivery side? India’s Universal Immunisation
Programme is a vaccine-delivery platform for children and pregnant women, funded by the
central government but implemented by State governments. However, the COVID-19 vaccine is
for all age groups, necessitating an innovative platform, prioritised on the basis of need.

The first step is policy definition leading to a plan of action blueprint. The time to create them is
now — it costs nothing, but will save time when a vaccine becomes available.

Policy emerges from objective(s) for vaccine use in individuals and community. Priority for
individual need is to protect those at high risk of death (senior citizens and those with medical
co-morbidities) and front-line workers who expose themselves to infection while providing health
care. Children may be vaccinated before schools reopen to protect them and prevent infection
from being carried home.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/human-clinical-trials-for-covaxin-begins-at-hyderabad-nims/article32137270.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pune-firm-to-make-billion-doses-of-oxford-vaccine/article32154212.ece
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Coronavirus | India will have to deliver vaccine on a scale never seen before: Oxford scientist
Andrew Pollard

Vaccine availability will be limited at first, when we must ensure that those on the priority list
receive it. Those who already had COVID-19 or novel coronavirus infection require no
vaccination; but how can we ascertain that? Past COVID-19 or infection cannot be readily
identified unless we track archival information of all laboratory tests and medical records.
Information should be made available to the individual and the health management system, for
which computerised data are critical. A nationwide database with unique identification details
already exists, a valuable resource to identify those who need not be vaccinated.

Identifying past asymptomatic infections requires systematic screening for IgG antibody.
Antibody positives need not be vaccinated (no harm if vaccinated). All data should be saved
permanently. Area-wise estimates of the numbers who need vaccination on a priority basis are
necessary. Now is the time for State governments to capture all such data.

A community’s need for vaccination is two-fold. All those who must rebuild essential activities,
i.e. economic, educational, trade, transport, sociocultural and religious, must be protected. A
more ambitious aim is to break the novel coronavirus transmission and eradicate the disease
altogether. With India’s notable representation in decision-making bodies of the World Health
Organization, India is uniquely positioned to play a crucial role in advocating global eradication
of COVID-19.

Without proper data Russian COVID-19 vaccine’s efficacy, safety unknown: CCMB Chief

We need a vaccine-delivery platform to fulfil all such needs. A practical method is vaccination
camps, supervised by a medical officer, staffed by health management and local government,
and having the list of people who need vaccination. Information should be updated regularly,
deleting those who got infected recently. Enumeration and registration of eligible persons can be
started now. Vaccination by appointments will ensure that vaccination is without overcrowding
and with minimum waiting time. Post-injection, vaccinated subjects should wait for half-an-hour
in case of immediate side effects; emergency drugs to tackle side effects should be readily
available.

Vaccine trials document the absence of serious side effects. Minor and inconsequential
reactions are self-limiting fever, pain and swelling at the injection site. As it would be a new
vaccine, all side effects must be documented for first and second doses; medical events during
the month following each dose must be captured through phone calls, and analysed to check full
safety of the vaccine.

Coronavirus | Imported vaccines may be fast-tracked

Phase 3 trial is usually in healthy volunteers, hence efficacy and safety profile in others will not
be available when a vaccine is rolled out. However, senior citizens and those with co-morbidities
must be vaccinated by/on priority. Some countries require that a proportion of volunteers should
be the elderly and the vulnerable. In India, careful documentation of all side effects in all
individuals, senior citizens, those with co-morbidities, and children must supplement trial data on
vaccine safety. This ‘post-marketing surveillance’ must be built into the vaccine roll-out.

The vaccine regulatory agency should take a call on the special question of vaccine safety
during pregnancy. One vaccine is an inactivated virus and the second is a live virus but non-
infectious. Both may be assumed to be safe; yet safety in pregnancy must be ascertained in
bridge studies that must be conducted as soon as possible.
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T. Jacob John is retired Professor of Clinical Virology, CMC Vellore, and Past President, Indian
Academy of Pediatrics. M.S. Seshadri is retired Professor of Medical Endocrinology, CMC
Vellore, and, Medical Director, Thirumalai Mission Hospital, Ranipet, Tamil Nadu
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-08-13

SC VERDICT ON HINDU WOMEN’S INHERITANCE
RIGHTS IS A SEAL ON A SUBSTANTIVE CHANGE IN
THE UNDIVIDED FAMILY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Supreme Court has placed Hindu women’s right to inherit ancestral property beyond the
pale of ambiguity — a welcome ruling and a logical culmination of a long process to weed Indian
laws of patriarchal prejudice. It was an exercise that was speeded up soon after Independence,
with the framers of the Constitution inscribing the promise of gender equality in the founding-
document of the nation. They walked the talk by pushing through the Hindu Succession Act,
1956, in the teeth of fierce opposition from conservative Hindu opinion. Over the years, the
expansion of educational and other opportunities has bent social attitudes towards gender
justice, making what seemed abhorrently subversive once (the right to divorce, the end of
polygamy) a matter of reasonable progress now.

In 2000, the 174th Law Commission noted that “the framing of all property laws have been
exclusively for the benefit of man” even though the right to property is “important for the freedom
and development of a human being”. It pushed for a change in law that barred women from
being considered co-parceners (or joint legal heirs) of a Hindu undivided joint family. Only male
descendants of an ancestor, their mothers, wives and unmarried daughters were given that
right. The commission’s report was followed through in Parliament by the 2005 amendment to
the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 that said that a woman could be a co-parcener by birth “in her
own right in the same manner as the son”. Nevertheless, the gap between precept and practice
was manifest in several cases and in several court judgments, when the interpretations of
whether the amendment could apply retrospectively or depended upon the father’s being alive in
2005 threw up conflicting answers. The three-judge bench of the SC has put an end to this
confusion by emphasising again that it is a right “by birth” of a Hindu woman to become a joint
heir to ancestral property. In doing so, the court has interpreted the law capaciously, keeping in
mind the progressive intent behind the 2005 amendment.

Gender justice is far from being reality in India, with several other inequalities of caste, religion
and class reinforcing the secondary status of women. But the judgment is in sync with a larger
churn in Indian life, that has seen women extract similar concessions from families and religions,
that involves citizens and communities using constitutional promises to push institutions towards
change. This ruling is a seal on a substantive change in the Hindu undivided family.

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-14

RIGHT BY BIRTH: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
DAUGHTERS AND HINDU SUCCESSION ACT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The latest decision of the Supreme Court on the right of Hindu daughters to ancestral property
corrects an obvious anomaly in the interpretation of a crucial 2005 amendment to the Hindu
Succession Act, 1956. The verdict settles the question whether the coparcenary right of
daughters comes into effect only if the father through whom they claim that right was alive on the
day the amendment came into force. The apex court has now categorically ruled that the
daughters’ right flows from their birth and not by any other factor such as the existence of their
fathers. In other words, it has rejected the common misinterpretation that only daughters of
coparceners who were alive on that day could get an equal share in property. The court has
rightly recognised that the amendment conferred equal status as a coparcener on daughters in
Hindu families governed by Mitakshara law, and this right accrued by birth. The change came
into effect from September 9, 2005, but with a provision that partitions or testamentary
disposition that had taken place prior to December 20, 2004 — the date on which the
amendment Bill was introduced in the Rajya Sabha — will remain valid and unaffected by the
change. This led to the interpretation that the daughters’ coparcenary rights, being prospective,
would not come into effect unless both the coparcener father and his daughter were alive on
September 9, 2005. This position was crystallised in a 2015 judgment of the Supreme Court in
Prakash and Others vs. Phulavati. This judgment now stands overruled.

The court’s reasoning is unexceptionable. First, it locates the origin of the coparcenary right in
one’s birth. Second, it finds that there is no necessity for a predecessor coparcener to be alive
for one to acquire that status, as what is relevant is birth within the degrees of succession to
which it extends. In that sense, the legislation, even though it comes into effect on a prescribed
date, is retroactive in its application as it is linked to birth, an antecedent event. It also
underscores that the legislation makes it clear that the daughter’s rights are the same “as that of
a son,” and “as if she had been a son at the time of birth”. The coparcenary status given to
daughters has been a subject of reform in many States, particularly in south India, long before
the UPA regime brought in the amendment for the whole country. Kerala had introduced
legislation in 1975, Andhra Pradesh in 1986, Tamil Nadu in 1989 and Maharashtra and
Karnataka in 1994. The legislative aim was that a flagrant discrimination between sons and
daughters in entitlement to an equal share in coparcenary property, that is property inherited
from one’s father, grandfather or great-grandfather, should be done away with. It is indeed
welcome that the apex court has sought to give full effect to this intent by setting at rest doubts
arising from varying interpretations.
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misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
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Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-08-14

NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 2020: THE DEVIL LIES
IN IMPLEMENTATION

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The proposed undergrad changes could make designing curricula difficult while stifling student
mobility across universities

The recently announced new National Education Policy 2020 (NEP) sets out a vision for 2040
with a plan for transforming school and higher education across India. This was not presented in
or approved by Parliament. And its implementation will depend largely on state governments,
since education is a concurrent subject under the Constitution. The experience of earlier national
education policies (1968 and 1986) suggests that in a federal system, implementation and
coordination form a complex process, which can take as long as two decades.

More than 70 years after Independence, India’s crisis in education runs deep. It has grown with
the passage of time and stares us in the face. The NEP recognizes the symptoms of the malaise
and jumps to definitive prescriptions, without any analysis of why things went wrong or any
diagnosis of what ails education in India. This failing is attributable to its focus on education,
which abstracts from or ignores the economic, social and political contexts that have shaped
outcomes.

The other limitation is just as important. The NEP is clear on the destination but silent about the
journey. It does not address the question of how we would get there. The expected
transformation cannot materialize unless we can create more equal socio-economic
opportunities in terms of access to education, change the culture of institutions in education,
regulators and governments, and end the political intrusions that are so common in every sphere
of education. This is a distant dream.

In most government schools, a significant proportion of teachers are absent, while an even
higher proportion among those present do not teach, but receive salaries because they are not
accountable and matter as constituencies in electoral politics. It raises dropout rates among
students. Learning outcomes are notoriously poor. Consequently, almost 50% of students,
whose parents can barely afford the fees, are enrolled in private schools where the quality of
teaching-learning is also mostly sub-standard. Good private schools are simply unaffordable for
ordinary people. Class 12 board exams have witnessed phenomenal grade inflation at the top.
Thus, a tiny slip in performance closes the door on a large number of students, sealing their
fates.

The NEP’s emphasis on foundational literacy and numeracy is laudable. So is its object of
creating a milieu conducive to learning and curbing the tyranny of exams by using standardized
assessment in Classes 3, 5 and 8 combined with less demanding board exams for Classes 10
and 12. This will need revolutionary changes in mindsets and political realities. The proposed
national aptitude test will become the new last-chance for school-leavers. Markets and
competition will ensure that the coaching-syndrome and exam-tyranny return in a new
incarnation. The public provision of quality school education, a failure so far, is essential. Good
government schools will also improve the quality of private schools.

In higher education, opportunities for school-leavers who make the grades are simply not
enough and what exists is not good enough. The pockets of excellence in Indian Institutes of
Technology or Indian Institutes of Management are outcomes of the enormous reservoir of talent
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and Darwinian selection processes. But these are no consolation because it is universities
providing educational opportunities for people at large that are the lifeblood of higher education.
Most public universities have witnessed a steady decline in standards over the past three
decades. Private universities are few and those that are good are even fewer.

Higher education is caught in a pincer movement. For one, there is a belief that markets can
solve the problem through private players, which is leading to education as business, shutting
the doors on those who cannot finance themselves, without regulation that would ensure quality.
For another, governments—Centre and states—that believe in the magic of markets are virtual
control freaks with respect to public universities, for patronage, ideology, or vested interests.
This growing politicization of universities has strangled autonomy and stifled creativity without
creating any accountability. The quality of education is collateral damage.

The flexibility in length and structure of undergraduate degrees proposed by the NEP is
problematic. If Bachelor’s and Master’s programmes can be either 3+2 or 4+1, the
incompatibility will stop the mobility of students between universities. If there is an exit option at
the end of every year, in every institution, it will be almost impossible to design curricula that are
suitable both for students who exit and who stay for completion. The end of MPhil programmes
could stifle research capabilities and motivation in universities where research is already at a
discount. The emphasis on the multidisciplinary approach is worrisome because, for
undergraduates, learning is embedded in disciplines. The flexibility must lie in their choice of
courses.

The NEP proposes a “light but tight" regulatory framework embedded in a single institution, the
Higher Education Commission of India, with four separate verticals for regulation, accreditation,
funding and standards. These four functions are not performed by one institution in any country
where higher education has attained excellence. Given the bureaucratic culture of intervention
and control in government, such centralization is bound to make regulation “tight" rather than
“light". The NEP hopes to make higher education institutions autonomous through an
empowered Board of Governors by 2035, but there could be many a slip in the interim. Thus,
autonomy for public universities in India might remain an elusive quest even 88 years after
Independence.

The NEP 2020 is an eloquent statement of hopes and aspirations. Its road to heaven is paved
with good intentions. Alas, economic, social and political realities might play the serpent to this
paradise.

Deepak Nayyar is emeritus professor of economics, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2020-08-14

"LAUNCHING OF “PAVITRAPATI” AYURVEDIC
BIODEGRADABLE FACE MASK AND ANTI-MICROBIAL
BODY SUIT NAMED “AUSHADA TARA”"

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Pune: 13 August 2020

Pune based Defence Institute of Advanced Technology, DIAT (DU) developed a Nanofibres of
Ayurvedic based Biodegradable Face Mask which acts a virus neutraliser to resist against the
bacteria / virus, and has named “Pavitrapati”.

Accordingly the Transfer of Technology [ToT] / NDA of this product signed in June 2020
between DIAT and Kolhapur based Textile Company M/s. Siddheshwar Techtessile Pvt. Ltd.,
Maharashtra, for actual development to this product on mass level to contain the spread of the
COVID-19 virus. The Company now launched its first ever Aurvedic based biodegradable face
mask named “Pavitrapati” for sale. M/s Siddheshwar Techtessile Pvt. Ltd., Maharashtra
developed initially 10,000 Nos of this mask and have got responses from distributors, sales
teams, pharmaceutical companies and the same will be made available on online platform like.
Amazon, Flipkart etc.

Another ToT has been transferred to M/s. Siddheshwar Techtessile Pvt. Ltd., Maharashtra by
DIAT for development of anti-microbial body suit in the name of “Aushada tara”. This suit has
superhydrophobic, breathing, anti-microbial, comfort feeling properties. The fabric material of the
suit has the approval for fighting against the COVID-19. The suit had cleared the splash
resistant tests and it has got good repellent property of any fluids. The demand of this suit will be
for medical hospitals, private companies, airlines and Govt agencies. The production of the
Aushada Tara has started and the initial order is already placed and executed.

The above two products are the Trademarked products of DIAT (DU).

MI/PM
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-15

DEMOCRACY NEEDS AN INTERNET OMBUDSMAN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and

potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

In any triangle of relationship, trust is the first casualty. In the interplay between government,
companies and citizens for big data, information asymmetry has become so skewed that it has
eroded the very spirit of democracy by limiting the unbiased communication of ideas.
Governments and private companies are using the Internet as ‘a means of control and
surveillance, extending from cases of fraud detection, storage and exchange of criminal and
financial records to those of political surveillance and control’. Citizens who receive a flood of
unfiltered information, information with colour but no patterns, information with images that can
never add up to the real picture, recirculate the same back into the infantile world for greater
chaos. Resultantly, “Information Superhighways” (coined by the U.S.’s “almost” President Al
Gore) in democracy are leading to “re-tribalisation” of politics in cabals and cocoons while
deliberations are fast transforming into ‘consultations among computer systems’ where trust and
security are illusions.

At a time when the Internet is the new jazz and a tool as also a venue for all political hues, it is
important to understand how government, political parties and citizens are responding to this
new triangular interplay between data protection, privacy and a flow of information. When the
Government of India banned 59 Chinese apps on the ground of transgressing Indian security,
the question as to why in the first instance were they allowed into India did not get sufficient
importance. Was there no security or privacy audit? While Facebook and Amazon are facing
scrutiny on their own soil for their data mining policies, how did we allow so many apps without
any check? Government policy on national security should be based on advance strategic
assessment rather than on a reactive basis.

Comment | Guarantee Internet rights

On the privacy front, even after the Supreme Court of India had declared privacy as a
fundamental right, the government insisted on affidavit in the top court that informational privacy
or data privacy cannot be a fundamental right. The Aadhar Act diluted the notion of ‘privacy’ and
the standard of proportionality test set up by the Supreme Court. In an ongoing dilemma, even
the ‘Aarogya Setu’ app is battling to satisfy the conscience of privacy overseers. The clear
impression is that the government is more interested in ‘control’ than ‘protection’ of data. A
national policy on data privacy of individuals is still a non-starter. People continue to suffer
because of the regular incidents of data theft. India’s cybersecurity watchdog, CERT-In, last year
reported huge data theft of Facebook and Twitter users by malicious third party apps.
Reportedly, more than 1.3 million credit and debit card details from Indian banks and the data of
6.8 million users from an Indian health-care website were stolen in the same year.

Private data analytics companies have emerged to exploit the electoral process with the sole
objective of customising political messaging. While the customisation of political messaging is
not per se illegal, it certainly is unlawful to indulge in unauthorised data mining and collection by
the industry. According to a report by Omidyar Network India and Monitor Deloitte, many private
enterprises routinely share the personal data of individuals with third parties including political
organisations. The fact that there are dedicated IT cells which carry out a digital form of warfare
with propaganda and fake news being two powerful weapons is making things more
complicated. The present legal framework leaves these menaces outside the ambit of election
laws as they were framed in a time and space that was primitive when compared to
contemporary technological advancements.

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/guarantee-internet-rights/article30435736.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/privacy-is-a-fundamental-right-under-article-21-rules-supreme-court/article19551224.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/privacy-is-a-fundamental-right-under-article-21-rules-supreme-court/article19551224.ece
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For citizens, digital media are carriers of images and sounds, rather than words and thoughts,
and the system where images run faster than thoughts is suitable for the spread of fake news.
Times of fear and uncertainty also provide a fertile ground for disinformation to grow. The fake
WhatsApp forwards that triggered the primitive “Us v/s Them” group mentality and is manifested
in Delhi riots reports, and the forwards on the novel coronavirus which declare COVID-19 a
bacteria and the World Health Organization stating that vegetarians cannot be infected with
COVID-19, are all reminders of the potency of data, true or false, in a democracy.

Also read | Internet can cause unimaginable disruption to democratic polity, Centre tells SC

Should there be a gatekeeper to balance appetites for technology, security and privacy? The
answer is yes, so long as the gate keeper is for regulation, not surveillance, and so long as it is
completely and genuinely independent. Otherwise it will perform an unacceptable legitimation
function. The Personal Data Protection Bill, struggling to be born in Parliament despite
conception in 2018, is more about control and surveillance than about promoting privacy and
protection of data. Far-reaching exemptions, in large measure swallowing the rule, have been
carved out where personal data can be processed. Section 35, which provides the government
with unfettered access to personal data, negates the three tests of legality, necessity and
proportionality given by the Supreme Court in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) vs Union Of
India. The Bill also allows State and private parties to process personal data without obtaining
consent and such broad exemptions would not only open the floodgates for misuse but also
reduce India’s prospects of entering into bilateral arrangements for law enforcement access.
Selection committees, terms of appointment and of removal establish beyond doubt that the
Authority is likely to be like a rehabilitation centre for retired bureaucrats, yet a sinecure wholly
controlled by the government. It is a classic case of rolling up judge, jury and executioner. Only
an Internet ombudsman with experts on cyber and Internet laws, IT, data management, data
science, data security, public administration and national security, and consciously involving
eminent sections of civil society, can be an effective antidote to unregulated technological
disruptions.

Abhishek Singhvi is an MP, former Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee; former
Additional Solicitor General, India; senior National Spokesperson, the Congress party, and
eminent jurist. Jaiveer Shergill is a Supreme Court lawyer and National Spokesperson, the
Congress party. The views expressed are personal
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We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-16

DECODING SC VERDICT ON DAUGHTER’S RIGHT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Supreme Court held daughters, like sons, have an equal birthright to inherit coparcenary
property and the 2005 amendment made to the Hindu Succession Act of 1956 will have a
retrospective effect. Rishabh Shroff , partner, Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas, explains the
verdict’s implications:

What was the 2005 amendment about?

The amendment was to confer equal status to sons and daughters of coparceners. Prior to this,
coparcenary rights were granted only to sons of a coparcener.

Who is a coparcener?

A coparcener is one who acquires rights to their father’s property upon birth and can claim a
partition of the coparcenary at any time.

What are the conditions for applicability of the verdict?

This would be applicable subject to the condition the coparcenary property should not have been
partitioned by the father prior to December 20, 2004. As long as the property remained
coparcenary property and was not partitioned as of this date, a daughter can now claim interest
in the same.

What are the different categories of persons in a Hindu Undivided Family (HUF)?

One is the coparcener, on whom alone the verdict impacts. The second category is a member
(wife), who is only entitled to maintenance and would not be granted any inheritance rights or
the right to seek partition in the coparcenary.

What can daughters do?

Daughters will now be treated at par with sons of coparceners, and granted equal coparcenary
rights in their father’s property upon birth.

Even their marital status would not affect the rights being conferred to them by way of the
amendment — hence, they continue to be part of their father’s HUF post marriage and can seek
a share and bequeath their HUF share under their Will to any beneficiary they choose.

What about the verdict’s impact on family businesses and others?

The judgement only applies to HUF property, and does not affect personal or self-acquired
assets held individually.

In reality, most personal wealth, including ownership in valuable family businesses, are either
held in personal names of the patriarch / promoters, or in private trusts or holding companies
/limited liability partnerships (LLP).

The ‘older’ business families may continue to hold some ancestral wealth in HUFs, but the scale
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and materiality of such holdings is usually limited.

Almost no business family is setting up new HUFs and actually, most existing HUFs are being
dissolved.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-16

SARS-COV-2-SPECIFIC T CELL IMMUNITY PREVENTS
RECURRENT SEVERE COVID-19 DISEASE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Immune cells: SARS-CoV-2-specific T cells are only now being characterised from COVID-19
patients.   | Photo Credit: enot-poloskun

Natural exposure or infection with the novel coronavirus may “prevent recurrent episodes of
severe COVID-19”, a paper published in Cell says. This is because, once infected with SARS-
CoV-2, the immune system elicits “robust, broad and highly functional memory T cell
responses”.

The study published by a team led by Marcus Bugger from Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm,
Sweden, found SARS-CoV-2-specific T cells even in family members who have been exposed
to the virus but have tested negative on antibody blood tests. SARS-CoV-2-specific T cells were
also seen in convalescent individuals with a history of asymptomatic infection and mild COVID-
19 disease.

All categories of people — recovered from moderate or severe COVID-19 disease, or in the
convalescent phase after mild or severe disease or exposed family members or healthy people
— exhibited “robust memory T cell responses months after infection, even in the absence of
detectable circulating antibodies specific for SARS-CoV-2”, they write.

They were able to detect similar memory T cell responses directed against the internal and
surface proteins (membrane and/or spike) of the virus in some people in whom SARS-CoV-2-
specific antibodies could not be detected.

This indicates a “previously unanticipated degree of population-level immunity against COVID-
19”, they note. This implies that seroprevalence as an indicator may underestimate the extent of
immunity in the population, they note.

“The dissociation of antibody (its absence) and a robust T cell response is noteworthy. It
reinforces how much we miss by focusing on antibodies out of convenience, since T cells
response is only assessed in research labs,” Eric Topol, Scripps Research Director and
Founder, Scripps Research Translational Institute, says in a tweet.

The phenotype of the memory T cells during the acute phase of infection was different from the
convalescent phase SARS-CoV-2-specific T cells, which were “polyfunctional and displayed a
stem-like memory”.

Studies undertaken in rhesus macaques had found that once infected, the animals were fully
protected from reinfection. Till date, no documented case of reinfection has been found in
people anywhere in the world, whether they had recovered from mild or severe COVID-19
disease or even been asymptomatically infected.

While many have been focusing on induction of neutralising antibodies, antibodies may not be
detectable in those who have had mild or asymptomatic infection. At the same time, while
SARS-CoV-2-specific T cells have been identified in humans, the kind of T cell immune
response connected with clinical course of the diseases and serostatus was not known.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/enot-poloskun/
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To address this lacuna, Dr Bugger’s team characterised different T cells in 206 people in
Sweden with known clinical outcomes and serostatus.

They found a “clear segregation” between memory T cells from patients who have recovered
from moderate or severe disease, and convalescent individuals and healthy blood donors.

The SARS-CoV-2-specific T cells also acquired an early differentiated memory phenotype in the
convalescent phase, which gives the T cells stem-like properties characterised by extensive
proliferation and polyfunctionality.

The study has some limitations, though. Since it is a small study with limited clinical follow-up, it
is not known if robust memory T cell responses, when circulating antibodies can be detected,
can indeed lead to protection against severe COVID-19 disease. However, both 2002 SARS and
MERS have been able to induce potent memory T cell responses that persist even when
antibody responses wane.

Even as antibodies wane with time, robust T cell memory formed after SARS-CoV-2 infection
suggests that “potent adaptive immunity is maintained to provide protection against severe re-
infection”.

Like the team from La Jolla Institute for Immunology, La Jolla, California, Dr. Bugger’s team too
found pre-existing cross-reactive memory T cell against spike or membrane proteins in 28% of
the unexposed healthy blood donors. The pre-existing cross-reactive memory T cells are from
previous exposures to common cold coronaviruses, and the biological relevance remains
unclear. “But it is tempting to speculate that such responses may provide at least partial
protection against SARS-CoV-2, and different disease severity,” they write.
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world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,
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AMBEDKAR AND POLITICAL RESERVATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

In an interview to this paper, Prakash Ambedkar, grandson of B R Ambedkar, (IE, July 27) said,
“Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar had envisaged reservation for SC/STs in Lok Sabha and state
Assembly constituencies for just 10 years.” This is an erroneous interpretation and shows lack of
understanding of Ambedkar’s ideology and his idea of political representation initiated 100 years
ago, in 1919.

In the run up for political representation of the oppressed millions of untouchables in India,
Ambedkar’s efforts, along with those of the nominated untouchable members of the legislative
councils in Bombay, Madras and Calcutta Presidencies, bore fruit in the 1920s. The colonial
state was forced to nominate two members from among untouchables to the Round Table
Conference in 1930 to state their position in the constitutional process which eventually led to
the framing of the Government of India Act, 1935.

Ambedkar and his colleague from Madras, Rettamalai Srinivasan, were able to convince the first
Round Table deliberations in 1930 to accept elected representation through reserved seats and
separate electorate method. When Mahatma Gandhi attended the second Round Table
Conference in 1931, he initially opposed any representation by electoral process for the
untouchables and later opposed the method of election, separate electorate (which was
available to Muslims and other minorities).

Gandhi’s opposition to the idea of separate electorate was that untouchables are an intrinsic part
of the Hindu society. Gandhi’s fast unto death in 1932 resulted in a settlement between Hindus
and untouchables called the Poona Pact. The Pact created reserved seats from among the
general seats to untouchables and altered method of election from separate electorates to a
two-round election process. The Poona Pact needs a re-reading to understand its
misinterpretation by Prakash Ambedkar. Its clause 6 reads: “The system of representation of
Depressed Classes by reserved seats in the Provincial and Central Legislatures (as provided for
in clauses (1) and (4)) shall continue until determined otherwise by mutual agreement between
the communities concerned in this settlement.”

“Mutual agreement” is the golden rule that governs the extension of reserved seats for
untouchables even till now. That is why the reserved seats have continued even after 70 years
of India’s Constitution. The method of election to these reserved seats, whether by separate
electorate or joint electorate or qualified joint electorate or territorial separate electorate, became
a point of attrition between Ambedkar and Gandhi and later, between Ambedkar and Sardar
Patel in 1946.

The election results to provincial assemblies in 1937 under the Poona Pact design were
analysed by Ambedkar in his book What Congress and Gandhi Have Done To Untouchables in
1945 and castigated Gandhi for creating slaves of the elected representatives of untouchables.
Ambedkar’s solution to this “slavery” was to return to his idea of separate electorate. He claimed
the same in his March, 1947 representation to the Constituent Assembly, The States and
Minorities. Ambedkar suggested the initial 25 years of reserved seats and any extension (or
otherwise) after 25 years should have the approval of two-thirds of members of Parliament and
also two-thirds of scheduled castes members (elected through separate electorate method).

With the arrival of Constituent Assembly, Sardar Patel effectively blocked the idea of separate

https://indianexpress.com/about/mahatma-gandhi
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electorate as a method in the Constituent Assembly proceedings. After the Partition of India and
Gandhi’s assassination, Sardar Patel, in December 1948, moved the idea to abolish all the
reserved seats in political representation, even though the Constituent Assembly had initially
approved it in August 1947. Ambedkar opposed the abolition of reserved seats and threatened
to walk out of the Constituent Assembly. After a stalemate of six months, in May 1949, Sardar
Patel had to accept the continuation of reserved seats for Scheduled Castes. The clause that
was binding on the Constituent Assembly as per its proceedings is “Provided that reservation
shall be for ten years and the position would be reconsidered at the end of the period”.

When Patel moved the amended Report, which abolished reservations for all minorities except
those of Scheduled Castes in the Constituent Assembly on 25 May 1949 and on the next day
when the resolution was approved, Ambedkar did not attend the Constituent Assembly.
Jawaharlal Nehru was present. It was the Clause 6 of Poona Pact and the Constituent Assembly
Report of August 1947 amended by the May 1949 Report, that holds good on the idea of 10
years or more as a mutually agreed settlement. Dissatisfied with the 10 years clause, Ambedkar
suggested other methods such as multi-member constituencies with cumulative vote in 1955,
before his death in 1956. This in no way alters Ambedkar’s core idea of representation, which
was reserved seats with separate electorates for untouchables and its extension based on
mutual agreement. He last stated this in The States and Minorities. The reserved seats for
Scheduled Castes and Tribes were extended for another 10 years till 2030, unanimously by
Parliament in December 2019.

The contention of Ambedkar’s grandson that, “Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar had envisaged
reservation for … just 10 years” is erroneous. Ambedkar’s idea of nation, equality, democracy,
his constitutional values and ideology his unrelenting support for women’s rights have, over the
years, found resonance in the entire country. The Ambedkarite movement and constitutional
values drive millions of Dalits and youth who want an equitable society. It is not clear whether
Prakash Ambedkar was speaking for his party (the Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi) or interpreting
Ambedkar. Unfortunately for the legal heirs of Ambedkar, the interpretation of Ambedkarite ideas
have moved beyond their canvas.

Vundru is the author of Ambedkar, Gandhi and Patel: The Making of India’s Electoral System
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HUNGER AMIDST THE PANDEMIC
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

Written by Kirit Solanki

The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a toll on not just the country’s healthcare system, but also
on the livelihoods of millions of people across the country. The past few months have set India
back on economic, health and developmental targets. While the country’s economy will no doubt
be back on the track as the health crisis abates and businesses recover, the setbacks on the
socio-development front could be more challenging.

From a healthcare perspective, battling a pandemic is a resource-heavy exercise. While these
resources are crucial in saving the lives of those infected by COVID-19, it is equally important to
take a look at where these resources are coming from. In an all-hands-on-the-deck situation like
the pandemic, all healthcare workers, ranging from doctors, nurses to community level ASHA
workers have been involved in the screening and management of COVID-19 patients.
Understandably, non-essential procedures have been postponed and several non-COVID
responsibilities have been put on a backburner. However, these healthcare workers are also
critical in the treatment and management of other conditions such as Severe Acute Malnutrition
(SAM). Some of their patients may not be able to survive several months of delay in care.
According to UNICEF, COVID-related disruption in health and integrated child development
services (ICDS) may result in as many as 3,00,000 untimely child deaths, especially in the face
of job and income losses that have plagued many families.

Malnutrition has been a challenge for India for many decades. Even during periods of strong
economic growth, improvements in the nutrition status of the country’s children have been slow.
India ranked an abysmal 102 out of 117 countries on the Global Hunger Index 2019. The
prevalence of “stunting” in children under the age of five remains as high as 37.9 per cent and
that of wasting is 20.8 per cent — both higher than the average for a developing nation.

In the years preceding the pandemic, however, things started improving when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi recognised addressing malnutrition as one of the top priorities for achieving
universal healthcare in India. The POSHAN Abhiyaan — launched in 2018 — offers a ray of
hope across states; other efforts to fight the hunger epidemic have also been undertaken.

While the pandemic may have brought the progress to a standstill, the country cannot afford to
lose time in the battle against malnutrition. Luckily, there are successful precedents from Indian
states that can be leveraged without adding further burden onto hospitals and healthcare
centres that are busy handling COVID-19. One such model that can be scaled up for adoption in
other states is Gujarat’s Community-based Management of Malnutrition (CMAM).

Typically, only about 10-15 per cent of SAM cases develop complications that require
hospitalisation or recuperation at Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres (NRCs). The remaining 80-90
per cent — serious if untreated — can be managed effectively through timely screening,
identification, and community-level treatment by ASHA and Anganwadi workers.

In Gujarat, the CMAM programme is being led by the Department of Health and Family. Welfare.
After showing success in a few pockets of the state, the programme has been rolled-out across
Gujarat. A Centre of Excellence (CoE) was established in the GMERS Medical College and
Hospital in Valsad to provide technical support to the state government for the implementation
and management of SAM, both at the facility and the community level. At the community level,

https://indianexpress.com/about/coronavirus/
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children with such deficiencies are provided nutrition-dense food and routine medical care and
their families are educated about health and nutrition requirements.

The CoE helps not only in capacity building but also in monitoring, supervision, and validation of
the CMAM programme in the state. The CoE and Gujarat’s Department of Health and Family
Welfare have identified Dharmapur in Valsad district as a model block for intensive monitoring.
Here, CMAM processes will be documented with the objective of evaluating implementation and
identifying replicable best practices.

A few other states such as Maharashtra, Rajasthan, and Madhya Pradesh have also used the
CMAM approach to save thousands of young lives. However, each state’s approach differs, and
there is immense potential in leveraging and scaling the use of the best practices identified in
Gujarat. This could be easily achievable through inter-state collaboration and national guidelines
on CMAM.

At a time when a significant portion of the states’ resources is being utilised or kept in reserve for
managing the COVID-19 pandemic, there is a strong need for states to band together to share
best practices, so as to fight the national malnutrition crisis in a more efficient, effective manner.

The writer is a BJP Member of Parliament from Ahmedabad West, Gujarat
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A GLARING GAP IN THE COUNTRY’S REVISED
EDUCATION POLICY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The shaping of character at an early age is essential but the policy fails to give it due
consideration

The recently announced National Educational Policy (NEP) 2020 that aims to make “India a
global knowledge superpower" has drawn praise from many quarters. But it has a glaring
omission: It does not focus enough on character building. Much of its attention is on experiential
learning, multi-disciplinary courses, critical thinking, and so on. As Martin Luther King, Jr., had
said, “Intelligence plus character—that is the goal of true education."

School is the first social structure a child encounters. So it is an ideal place to learn the
important beliefs or values shared by members of a society on what is right or wrong and
desirable or undesirable. Knowing these dos and don’ts are essential to building character.
Classroom activities can encourage students to adopt ethical principles and behaviours that are
followed later in life.

Teachers are well suited to play a crucial role in the character-moulding process of students.
They spend a lot of time with them in their formative years. They also hold positions of authority
in society. Most students will forget their chemical formulae, mathematical theorems and dates
of important wars they learnt in school. But even decades later, they will remember the names
and faces of their school teachers. The longevity of this memory is a testament to the impact
that school teachers have on one’s life.

Every society wants to change several behaviours or inculcate new ones among its citizens.
Schools can be one of the crucibles where this behaviour-shaping process is initiated. But just
the introduction of a few courses on ethics, culture or values, as suggested in the NEP 2020, will
not achieve character-building. The whole process will have to be institutionalized.

Military academies are an excellent example of institutions that perfectly combine the character-
building and learning aspects of education. In Absolutely American: Four years at West Point,
David Lipsky describes how this US military school is able to transform teenagers into leaders
who are willing to give up their lives for the country. Every action at West Point is an act of
learning. For example, strict adherence to protocols at the breakfast or dinner table is very
important for procedural discipline (“I forgot to put tea on the table and I killed a platoon"). Strict
rules and punishments are key to moulding the behaviour of cadets.

The Salesians of Don Bosco who run several educational and skill-building institutions around
the world have a very different approach to moulding behaviours. They do not use punishments
at all in their educational methodology. Called a preventive system, it stands in contrast to
repressive systems that use severe punishments to keep students from doing anything wrong. In
a preventive system, instead of punishments given, a friendly atmosphere is created where the
supervisor lovingly corrects students when they make mistakes, and thus manages to reduce
wrongdoing.

An excellent example of schools being used as tools to mitigate social problems was the US
Supreme Court’s 1954 decision in Brown vs. Board of Education. The judgement led to the
introduction of integrated schools as a state intervention to help bridge a racial divide in



Page 82

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

American society. Attitudes and beliefs are harder to change as one grows older. Early exposure
to people of various identities offers the best chance of removing biases and stereotypes. Long-
term studies of high school and university students from the US, Europe and South Africa
confirm that students in integrated schools demonstrate more tolerance and inclusive
behaviours.

While it is beyond dispute that what is taught in classrooms has a significant effect on shaping
students’ thoughts and behaviours, the elephant in the room in any discussion on the use of
educational institutions to mould the character of students is the syllabus.

Consider the case of Rwanda. In the mid-1990s, it faced one of the worst genocides in recent
history after clashes broke out between ethnic groups. Its government understood that children
who did not experience the horrors made up the “social soil" in which ideas of a new national
identity could be planted. So, it used a new national curriculum to help create a new national
identity. The basic education syllabi under the curriculum included elements of myths, values
and symbols that could help mould the new identity of Rwandans.

A similar experiment of a national curriculum might not be a good idea in a vast and diverse
country like India. With thousands of years of history, it might not be easy—nay, even
impossible—to string together all events of history in a single thread. There will be the risk of
placing past events out of context or viewing them in the present context. This could create huge
conflicts in society. The Indian educational system already has some excellent school- and
college-based initiatives, like the National Cadet Corps and the National Service Scheme, that
have contributed to character-building. A lot more could have been done in the NEP to
strengthen such initiatives.

The NEP 2020 aims to bring pre-school education for children of ages 3 to 5 under the ambit of
formal schooling. This age bracket has been recognized globally as crucial for the development
of a child’s mental faculties. Such students spend a few hours every day for several years in the
controlled environment of an education system. This is an ideal opportunity to mould their
character and behaviours. But the policy, it seems, has failed to take advantage of it.

Biju Dominic is the chief executive officer of Final Mile Consulting, a behaviour architecture firm.
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WHAT DELHI SERO SURVEY MEANS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Delhi’s second serological survey, which was conducted between August 1 and 7 and sampled
15,000 people, found that 29.1% of the city’s residents have developed antibodies against
Covid-19. Extrapolating the findings to Delhi’s population would mean that around 5.8 million
people in the city have been infected with Sars-CoV-2 at some point. This is a 6.2 percentage
point increase from the first sero survey conducted around a month ago, which showed 22.86%
people had developed antibodies. This proportion of infected has been extremely varied in the
different sero surveys conducted across the country so far. Much of this variation may be
because of sample sizes and sampling region within these cities. In Pune (sample size: 1,664),
officials found that 51% of people had the antibodies earlier this week. In Mumbai (sample size:
6,936), this number was 40% at the end of July. In Ahmedabad (sample size: 30,054), 17.61%
people exhibited seroprevalence at the end of July.

Here is the good news. One, the findings show deaths have been lower than feared. As on
August 7 (the last day of the sampling), Delhi had 4,082 deaths due to Covid-19. If this is pitted
against the estimated 5.8 million infected, the infection fatality rate is 0.07%. Two, herd immunity
is around the corner. Scientists say herd immunity occurs when a large proportion of the
population contracts an infectious disease and build natural immunity to it. Once a certain
percentage becomes immune, the disease starts running out of people to infect, and so the
chain of transmission slows down, or halts entirely. With the vaccine still far off, herd immunity
offers hope even though scientists remain divided on where this herd immunity threshold exactly
lies.

Now, the not-so-good news — testing has been woefully inadequate. By the government’s own
numbers, there were 142,723 confirmed cases on the day the sero survey ended. But if 5.8
million people had been infected by August 7, then the testing strategy managed to only identify
less than 2.5% of those infected. This means that it missed over 5.6 million infections, most of
whom were probably asymptomatic. So, while the results show that Delhi is inching closer to
herd immunity (and getting there faster than thought), it should also serve as a wake-up call to
not let down one’s guard, particularly on the testing front.
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MOU FOR SKILL DEVELOPMENT IN PORT AND
MARITIME SECTOR SIGNED BETWEEN THE MINISTRY
OF SHIPPING AND THE MINISTRY OF SKILL
DEVELOPMENT AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP;

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

To reap the benefit for vast employment opportunities in maritime sector and with a view to
certify their skill sets, Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed digitally between
Ministry of Shipping and Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship today.

An MoU was signed in the presence of Minister of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
Dr.Mahendra Nath Pandey and Minister of State for Shipping(I/C) and Minister of Chemicals and
Fertilizers,Shri Mansukh Mandaviya and Shri  R K Singh, Minister of State (I/C) for Power and
New & Renewable Energy, and Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and senior
officials.

Speaking on the occasion,Dr.Mahendra Nath Pandey, Minister of Skill  Development and
Entrepreneurship, congratulated the Ministry of Shipping for undertaking endeavour to create a
job-ready workforce by skilling them and build their competencies up to the global
standards.“The vision of making India the Skill Capital of the World will continue to prosper if we
work together and craft strategies to enhance access and innovate in the areas of skilling.
Maritime transport is a critical segment that propels the economic development of our country.
This strategic partnership with The Ministry of Shipping is also derived from the same motto. It is
aimed in the direction in which our initiatives support our workforce by skilling them and builds
their competencies up to global standards. It is my belief, that with the right assistance, training
and exposure our youth will reach newer heights and will contribute in the growth of the shipping
sector.”

Shri Mansukh Mandaviya, Minister of State for Shipping (I/C) expressed gratitude for the MoU,
towards the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and said that this partnership
will provide vast employment opportunities and better prospects to the youth of coastal areas.
This MoU would reinforce the commitment of Coastal Community Development under
SagarMala programme of Ministry of Shipping, he added. Shri Mandaviya said that It will nurture
the skilled manpower for the development of ports and maritime sector of India and globally.“We
are dedicated towards building the economic strength of our country by improving the capacities
of our ports. We are also committed towards resolving the diverse issues faced by the maritime
transport sector. Our promise is to build a skilled workforce to empower our youth, strengthen
their stand in a technology-driven future and accelerate the growth of the maritime sector. The
partnership will provide better prospects to our candidates who are committed in the
development of ports and maritime sector. Additionally, this will open opportunities within India
and in the international coastal lines for our workforce”, he added.

 

As per the MoU, the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship(MSDE) will cooperate
in development of course curriculum, National Occupational Standards,content, etc. for Cruise
Tourism,Logistics, Fisheries,Ship building,Ship repair and ship breaking, Dredging, Offshore
supply chain etc.It will also leverage its existing infrastructure such as ITIs, NSTIs and PMKK
and PMKVY centers to train manpower required as per the skill gaps of the coastal districts.
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MSDE will also help inmobilizing private sector/CSR funding for skill development in the port and
maritime sector and facilitate port and maritime sector in TVET agreements signed for skill
development with international partners.

The support in funding the implementation of various skilling initiatives wherever applicable and
feasible under the Sagarmala Mission will be extended by the Ministry of Shipping (MoS). Under
the partnership, MoS will facilitate implementation of activities related to skill development and
upgradation not only through institutions under MoS and autonomous bodies but also through
the involvement of private sector.MoS will also facilitate the identification and availability of
infrastructure that can be leveraged for development of skill development centers and utilization
of the same as In-situ Training hubs. This would include developing 5-10 shipping cabins to
deploy remote training and practical whereby instead of investing in developing classroom
training infrastructure, some ships can be customized with mobile classrooms to deploy training
to remote areas.

To implement the skill training based on the need of the industry and youth aspiration, the
Ministry of Shipping is collaborating with different Ministries and agencies who have been
involved in skills training for a long time.Skill development of coastal communities is an
important objective of the Sagarmalaprogramme and a budget of Rs.100 Cr. has been allocated
for coastal community development activities.

 

Significant outcomes expected under the MoU

Facilitating development of port and maritime sector through TVET agreements signed for skill
development with international partners

Providing best practices from relevant institutions in public and private sector pertaining to
teaching aids, continuous lifelong learning, recognition of prior learning, teaching methodology,
qualifications, credits, technology use, learning systems and research, etc. in the skill
development field

Facilitating the enhancement of skill levels of personnel in priority areas through setting up of
Trade Specialization Centers/Centres of Excellence especially for Ports & Maritime sector

Setting-up Multi-skill Development Centres for higher order skills in collaboration with DGT or
NSDC through PPP model for skill training

Facilitating Training of Trainers (ToTs) and Training of Assessors (ToA) through empanelment
with relevant SSCs or through any other mechanism

Raising the quality of work in institutions under MoS to hire skilled and certified personnel,
putting in policy for incentivizing skill training and certificate in recruitment process and
certification of RPL (Recognition of Prior Learning) of skilled/semi-skilled people

Maximizing apprenticeship training in coordination with NSDC and DGT, as permitted under the
amended Apprentices Act, 1961

*******

YB/AP
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To reap the benefit for vast employment opportunities in maritime sector and with a view to
certify their skill sets, Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed digitally between
Ministry of Shipping and Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship today.

An MoU was signed in the presence of Minister of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
Dr.Mahendra Nath Pandey and Minister of State for Shipping(I/C) and Minister of Chemicals and
Fertilizers,Shri Mansukh Mandaviya and Shri  R K Singh, Minister of State (I/C) for Power and
New & Renewable Energy, and Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and senior
officials.

Speaking on the occasion,Dr.Mahendra Nath Pandey, Minister of Skill  Development and
Entrepreneurship, congratulated the Ministry of Shipping for undertaking endeavour to create a
job-ready workforce by skilling them and build their competencies up to the global
standards.“The vision of making India the Skill Capital of the World will continue to prosper if we
work together and craft strategies to enhance access and innovate in the areas of skilling.
Maritime transport is a critical segment that propels the economic development of our country.
This strategic partnership with The Ministry of Shipping is also derived from the same motto. It is
aimed in the direction in which our initiatives support our workforce by skilling them and builds
their competencies up to global standards. It is my belief, that with the right assistance, training
and exposure our youth will reach newer heights and will contribute in the growth of the shipping
sector.”

Shri Mansukh Mandaviya, Minister of State for Shipping (I/C) expressed gratitude for the MoU,
towards the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and said that this partnership
will provide vast employment opportunities and better prospects to the youth of coastal areas.
This MoU would reinforce the commitment of Coastal Community Development under
SagarMala programme of Ministry of Shipping, he added. Shri Mandaviya said that It will nurture
the skilled manpower for the development of ports and maritime sector of India and globally.“We
are dedicated towards building the economic strength of our country by improving the capacities
of our ports. We are also committed towards resolving the diverse issues faced by the maritime
transport sector. Our promise is to build a skilled workforce to empower our youth, strengthen
their stand in a technology-driven future and accelerate the growth of the maritime sector. The
partnership will provide better prospects to our candidates who are committed in the
development of ports and maritime sector. Additionally, this will open opportunities within India
and in the international coastal lines for our workforce”, he added.

 

As per the MoU, the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship(MSDE) will cooperate
in development of course curriculum, National Occupational Standards,content, etc. for Cruise
Tourism,Logistics, Fisheries,Ship building,Ship repair and ship breaking, Dredging, Offshore
supply chain etc.It will also leverage its existing infrastructure such as ITIs, NSTIs and PMKK
and PMKVY centers to train manpower required as per the skill gaps of the coastal districts.
MSDE will also help inmobilizing private sector/CSR funding for skill development in the port and
maritime sector and facilitate port and maritime sector in TVET agreements signed for skill
development with international partners.

The support in funding the implementation of various skilling initiatives wherever applicable and
feasible under the Sagarmala Mission will be extended by the Ministry of Shipping (MoS). Under
the partnership, MoS will facilitate implementation of activities related to skill development and
upgradation not only through institutions under MoS and autonomous bodies but also through
the involvement of private sector.MoS will also facilitate the identification and availability of
infrastructure that can be leveraged for development of skill development centers and utilization



Page 88

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

of the same as In-situ Training hubs. This would include developing 5-10 shipping cabins to
deploy remote training and practical whereby instead of investing in developing classroom
training infrastructure, some ships can be customized with mobile classrooms to deploy training
to remote areas.

To implement the skill training based on the need of the industry and youth aspiration, the
Ministry of Shipping is collaborating with different Ministries and agencies who have been
involved in skills training for a long time.Skill development of coastal communities is an
important objective of the Sagarmalaprogramme and a budget of Rs.100 Cr. has been allocated
for coastal community development activities.

 

Significant outcomes expected under the MoU

Facilitating development of port and maritime sector through TVET agreements signed for skill
development with international partners

Providing best practices from relevant institutions in public and private sector pertaining to
teaching aids, continuous lifelong learning, recognition of prior learning, teaching methodology,
qualifications, credits, technology use, learning systems and research, etc. in the skill
development field

Facilitating the enhancement of skill levels of personnel in priority areas through setting up of
Trade Specialization Centers/Centres of Excellence especially for Ports & Maritime sector

Setting-up Multi-skill Development Centres for higher order skills in collaboration with DGT or
NSDC through PPP model for skill training

Facilitating Training of Trainers (ToTs) and Training of Assessors (ToA) through empanelment
with relevant SSCs or through any other mechanism

Raising the quality of work in institutions under MoS to hire skilled and certified personnel,
putting in policy for incentivizing skill training and certificate in recruitment process and
certification of RPL (Recognition of Prior Learning) of skilled/semi-skilled people

Maximizing apprenticeship training in coordination with NSDC and DGT, as permitted under the
amended Apprentices Act, 1961

*******

YB/AP
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2020-08-21

INDORE CREATES RECORD BY WINNING TITLE OF
CLEANEST CITY FOURTH TIME IN A ROW

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

 Shri Hardeep S Puri, MoS(I/C), Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has stated that “Swachh
Survekshan will continue to help us in sustaining the gains made under Swachh Bharat Mission-
Urban(SBM-U), while providing a comprehensive roadmap to institutionalize the concept of total
Swachhata among all our cities.  As the performance of cities rightly show, we are well on our
way to creating not just a ‘Swachh’ (clean) but a ‘Swasth’ (healthy), ‘Sashakt’
(empowered),‘Sampann’ (prosperous) and Atmanirbhar (self-reliant) New India!”. He gave
away the awards for Swachh Survekshan 2020, the fifth edition of the annual cleanliness urban
survey conducted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Government of India
at a virtual event titled Swachh Mahotsav organized by MoHUA. While Indore won the coveted
title of the Cleanest City of India, Surat and Navi Mumbai won the second and third
position respectively (in the > 1 lakh population category). Chhattisgarh won the
prestigious title of the Cleanest State of India in the > 100 ULB category while Jharkhand
was adjudged the Cleanest State of India in the <100 ULB category. An additional 117
awards were also handed over by the Minister. (detailed results available
on www.swachhsurvekshan2020.org). Dignitaries from all over the country, Sh Durga
Shanker Mishra, Secretary, MOHUA, Chief Secretaries, Principal Secretaries, Municipal
Commissioners and swachhta warriors attended the online event.

The Minister interacted with select beneficiaries of household toilets, SafaiKarmis or sanitation
workers, informal waste pickers and members of self-help groups associated with the Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) from across the country. The event was webcast live
on https://webcast.gov.in/mohua and on SBM-U’s social media handles.

Addressing the winners and citizens at large, the Minister said “More than five years ago, the
Hon’ble Prime Minister had seen a dream – the dream of a Swachh Bharat. Today, we feel
immensely proud, as well as humbled, to see how every citizen of urban India have come
together to make that dream a tangible reality. In the last five years, we have seen how this
Mission has created a deep impact on people’s health, livelihoods, quality of life and most
importantly, in their thoughts and their behaviour”. The Minister further exhorted everyone to
play their part and be a true Swachhata Warrior by inculcating habits of Swachhata such as
practising proper segregation of waste at source, saying no to single use plastic and treating
sanitation workers with respect and dignity, amongst others.

            Speaking about the genesis of what has become the world’s largest urban sanitation
survey, Shri Puri explained, “When the Swachh Bharat Mission- Urban (SBM-U) was launched
in 2014, it was with the objective of making urban India 100% open defecation free (ODF) along
with 100% scientific solid waste management. With no concept of ODF in urban areas and solid
waste processing standing at a mere 18%, it was clear that an accelerated approach was
necessary if the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s dream of a Swachh India was to be achieved within
the timeframe of five years. A framework was therefore needed to bring about rigour in the
progress in monitoring and a spirit of healthy competition amongst states and cities to improve
their performance in key cleanliness parameters. It was this underlying thought that led to the
conceptualization and subsequent implementation of Swachh Survekshan (SS), a competitive
framework to encourage cities to improve the status of urban sanitation while encouraging large
scale citizen participation.”

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwebcast.gov.in%2Fmohua&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF7nzHeU2nluQm0JC4JDfr16Vbs7A
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With noteworthy progress being made in the past six years under SBM-U, the Minister outlined
the vision for the next phase of the Mission, “ Our efforts going forward will be on safe
containment, transportation and disposal of faecal sludge and septage from toilets, and also the
grey and black water from households and establishments.  Along with this, the treatment of all
wastewater before discharging into water bodies, and their maximum possible re-use will also be
our priority. Alongside, I am also concerned about the safety of our sanitation workers, our
frontline warriors in this ‘Kranti’. Therefore, provision of adequate safety gear and mechanized
equipment to all sanitation workers will be paid maximum attention in the next phase of the
Mission.”

                   Speaking at the occasion, Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, MoHUA said,
“MoHUA had conducted Swachh Survekshan 2016 survey for the rating of 73 cities in January
2016, followed by Swachh Survekshan 2017 conducted in January-February 2017 ranking 434
cities. Swachh Survekshan 2018, which became the world’s largest cleanliness survey, ranked
4203 cities followed by SS 2019 which not only covered 4237 cities but was also the first of its
kind completely digital survey completed in a record time of 28 days. Swachh Survekshan 2020
continued the momentum and surveyed a total of 4242 cities, 62 Cantonment Boards and 97
Ganga Towns and saw an unprecedented participation of 1.87 crore citizens.   Going a step
forward, to ensure sustainability of on-ground performance of cities, the Ministry had also
introduced Swachh Survekshan League last year, a quarterly cleanliness assessment of cities
and towns done in three quarters with 25% weightage integrated into the final Swachh
Survekshan results for this year. Moreover, the dynamic nature of the Swachh Survekshan
framework has also evolved continuously. From being just a monitoring framework for
measuring outcomes, Swachh Survekshan has become an implementation accelerator for SBM-
Urban, enabling sustainability of outcomes by institutionalizing ‘Swachhata”.

 

Durga Shanker Mishra further added, “Swachh Survekshan 2020 had an overwhelming scale
with the survey team visiting over 58,000 residential and over 20,000 commercial areas covering
over 64,000 wards in a mere 28 days”. 

 

Some of the key highlights of Swachh Survekshan 2020 are as follows:

 

Since its launch in 2014, Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) has made significant progress
in the area of both sanitation and solid waste management. 4,324 Urban ULBs have been
declared ODF, 1,319 cities certified ODF+ and 489 cities certified ODF++ as per MoHUA’s
sanitation protocols. This has been made possible through construction of more than 66 lakhs
individual household toilets and over 6 lakhs community/ public toilets, far exceeding the
Mission’s targets. Additionally, over 59,900 toilets across 2900+ cities have been made live on
Google Maps. In the area of solid waste management, 96% of wards have complete door-to
door collection while 66% of the total waste generated is being processed – a jump of nearly 4
times over 2014 levels of 18% processing. A total of 6 cities (Indore, Ambikapur, Navi Mumbai,
Surat, Rajkot and Mysuru) have been rated as 5-star cities, 86 cities as 3-Star and 64 cities as
1-Star, as per MoHUA’s Star Rating Protocol for Garbage Free Cities.

            Other key highlights of the event included the release of the Swachh Survekshan 2020
Survey Report along with reports on Swachh Survekshan Innovations and Best Practices,
Swachh Survekshan Social Media Report and Report on Assessment of Ganga Towns. Swachh
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Survekshan also saw the Minister felicitating partner organizations such as the United Nations
Agency for International Development (USAID/ India), Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,
Microsoft India, Google, Janaagraha amongst others, who have played a significant role in the
success of the Mission.

            Last month, MoHUA launched the sixth edition of the survey, Swachh Survekshan 2021.
Keeping in mind the Ministry’s efforts towards ensuring sustainability of the sanitation value
chain, the Swachh Survekshan 2021 indicators focus on parameters pertaining to wastewater
treatment and reuse along with faecal sludge. Similarly, the crucial issues of legacy of waste
management and remediation of landfills have been brought to the fore in the sixth edition of the
Survekshan. Alongside, Swachh Survekshan 2021 saw the introduction of a new performance
category, the Prerak DAUUR Samman which has a total of five additional sub- categories -
Divya (Platinum), Anupam (Gold), Ujjwal (Silver), Udit (Bronze), Aarohi (Aspiring). In
addition to the present criteria of evaluating cities on ‘population category’, this new category will
categorize cities on the basis of six select indicator wise performance criteria.

            Over the years, digital innovations have always been at the forefront of the Mission
enabling scaling up and better monitoring of outcomes along with increased citizen engagement.
This has been reinforced with the launch of the integrated MIS portal by the Ministry recently
which brings the numerous digital initiatives on a single platform thus ensuring a unified and
hassle-free experience for States and cities and leading the way towards the creation of not just
a Swachh but a truly digital India.

The link to view the entire list of rankings is https://swachhsurvekshan2020.org/Rankings

 

******

RJ/NG/RP

 Shri Hardeep S Puri, MoS(I/C), Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has stated that “Swachh
Survekshan will continue to help us in sustaining the gains made under Swachh Bharat Mission-
Urban(SBM-U), while providing a comprehensive roadmap to institutionalize the concept of total
Swachhata among all our cities.  As the performance of cities rightly show, we are well on our
way to creating not just a ‘Swachh’ (clean) but a ‘Swasth’ (healthy), ‘Sashakt’
(empowered),‘Sampann’ (prosperous) and Atmanirbhar (self-reliant) New India!”. He gave
away the awards for Swachh Survekshan 2020, the fifth edition of the annual cleanliness urban
survey conducted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Government of India
at a virtual event titled Swachh Mahotsav organized by MoHUA. While Indore won the coveted
title of the Cleanest City of India, Surat and Navi Mumbai won the second and third
position respectively (in the > 1 lakh population category). Chhattisgarh won the
prestigious title of the Cleanest State of India in the > 100 ULB category while Jharkhand
was adjudged the Cleanest State of India in the <100 ULB category. An additional 117
awards were also handed over by the Minister. (detailed results available
on www.swachhsurvekshan2020.org). Dignitaries from all over the country, Sh Durga
Shanker Mishra, Secretary, MOHUA, Chief Secretaries, Principal Secretaries, Municipal
Commissioners and swachhta warriors attended the online event.

The Minister interacted with select beneficiaries of household toilets, SafaiKarmis or sanitation
workers, informal waste pickers and members of self-help groups associated with the Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) from across the country. The event was webcast live
on https://webcast.gov.in/mohua and on SBM-U’s social media handles.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwebcast.gov.in%2Fmohua&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF7nzHeU2nluQm0JC4JDfr16Vbs7A
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Addressing the winners and citizens at large, the Minister said “More than five years ago, the
Hon’ble Prime Minister had seen a dream – the dream of a Swachh Bharat. Today, we feel
immensely proud, as well as humbled, to see how every citizen of urban India have come
together to make that dream a tangible reality. In the last five years, we have seen how this
Mission has created a deep impact on people’s health, livelihoods, quality of life and most
importantly, in their thoughts and their behaviour”. The Minister further exhorted everyone to
play their part and be a true Swachhata Warrior by inculcating habits of Swachhata such as
practising proper segregation of waste at source, saying no to single use plastic and treating
sanitation workers with respect and dignity, amongst others.

            Speaking about the genesis of what has become the world’s largest urban sanitation
survey, Shri Puri explained, “When the Swachh Bharat Mission- Urban (SBM-U) was launched
in 2014, it was with the objective of making urban India 100% open defecation free (ODF) along
with 100% scientific solid waste management. With no concept of ODF in urban areas and solid
waste processing standing at a mere 18%, it was clear that an accelerated approach was
necessary if the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s dream of a Swachh India was to be achieved within
the timeframe of five years. A framework was therefore needed to bring about rigour in the
progress in monitoring and a spirit of healthy competition amongst states and cities to improve
their performance in key cleanliness parameters. It was this underlying thought that led to the
conceptualization and subsequent implementation of Swachh Survekshan (SS), a competitive
framework to encourage cities to improve the status of urban sanitation while encouraging large
scale citizen participation.”

With noteworthy progress being made in the past six years under SBM-U, the Minister outlined
the vision for the next phase of the Mission, “ Our efforts going forward will be on safe
containment, transportation and disposal of faecal sludge and septage from toilets, and also the
grey and black water from households and establishments.  Along with this, the treatment of all
wastewater before discharging into water bodies, and their maximum possible re-use will also be
our priority. Alongside, I am also concerned about the safety of our sanitation workers, our
frontline warriors in this ‘Kranti’. Therefore, provision of adequate safety gear and mechanized
equipment to all sanitation workers will be paid maximum attention in the next phase of the
Mission.”

                   Speaking at the occasion, Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, MoHUA said,
“MoHUA had conducted Swachh Survekshan 2016 survey for the rating of 73 cities in January
2016, followed by Swachh Survekshan 2017 conducted in January-February 2017 ranking 434
cities. Swachh Survekshan 2018, which became the world’s largest cleanliness survey, ranked
4203 cities followed by SS 2019 which not only covered 4237 cities but was also the first of its
kind completely digital survey completed in a record time of 28 days. Swachh Survekshan 2020
continued the momentum and surveyed a total of 4242 cities, 62 Cantonment Boards and 97
Ganga Towns and saw an unprecedented participation of 1.87 crore citizens.   Going a step
forward, to ensure sustainability of on-ground performance of cities, the Ministry had also
introduced Swachh Survekshan League last year, a quarterly cleanliness assessment of cities
and towns done in three quarters with 25% weightage integrated into the final Swachh
Survekshan results for this year. Moreover, the dynamic nature of the Swachh Survekshan
framework has also evolved continuously. From being just a monitoring framework for
measuring outcomes, Swachh Survekshan has become an implementation accelerator for SBM-
Urban, enabling sustainability of outcomes by institutionalizing ‘Swachhata”.

 

Durga Shanker Mishra further added, “Swachh Survekshan 2020 had an overwhelming scale
with the survey team visiting over 58,000 residential and over 20,000 commercial areas covering
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over 64,000 wards in a mere 28 days”. 

 

Some of the key highlights of Swachh Survekshan 2020 are as follows:

 

Since its launch in 2014, Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) has made significant progress
in the area of both sanitation and solid waste management. 4,324 Urban ULBs have been
declared ODF, 1,319 cities certified ODF+ and 489 cities certified ODF++ as per MoHUA’s
sanitation protocols. This has been made possible through construction of more than 66 lakhs
individual household toilets and over 6 lakhs community/ public toilets, far exceeding the
Mission’s targets. Additionally, over 59,900 toilets across 2900+ cities have been made live on
Google Maps. In the area of solid waste management, 96% of wards have complete door-to
door collection while 66% of the total waste generated is being processed – a jump of nearly 4
times over 2014 levels of 18% processing. A total of 6 cities (Indore, Ambikapur, Navi Mumbai,
Surat, Rajkot and Mysuru) have been rated as 5-star cities, 86 cities as 3-Star and 64 cities as
1-Star, as per MoHUA’s Star Rating Protocol for Garbage Free Cities.

            Other key highlights of the event included the release of the Swachh Survekshan 2020
Survey Report along with reports on Swachh Survekshan Innovations and Best Practices,
Swachh Survekshan Social Media Report and Report on Assessment of Ganga Towns. Swachh
Survekshan also saw the Minister felicitating partner organizations such as the United Nations
Agency for International Development (USAID/ India), Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,
Microsoft India, Google, Janaagraha amongst others, who have played a significant role in the
success of the Mission.

            Last month, MoHUA launched the sixth edition of the survey, Swachh Survekshan 2021.
Keeping in mind the Ministry’s efforts towards ensuring sustainability of the sanitation value
chain, the Swachh Survekshan 2021 indicators focus on parameters pertaining to wastewater
treatment and reuse along with faecal sludge. Similarly, the crucial issues of legacy of waste
management and remediation of landfills have been brought to the fore in the sixth edition of the
Survekshan. Alongside, Swachh Survekshan 2021 saw the introduction of a new performance
category, the Prerak DAUUR Samman which has a total of five additional sub- categories -
Divya (Platinum), Anupam (Gold), Ujjwal (Silver), Udit (Bronze), Aarohi (Aspiring). In
addition to the present criteria of evaluating cities on ‘population category’, this new category will
categorize cities on the basis of six select indicator wise performance criteria.

            Over the years, digital innovations have always been at the forefront of the Mission
enabling scaling up and better monitoring of outcomes along with increased citizen engagement.
This has been reinforced with the launch of the integrated MIS portal by the Ministry recently
which brings the numerous digital initiatives on a single platform thus ensuring a unified and
hassle-free experience for States and cities and leading the way towards the creation of not just
a Swachh but a truly digital India.

The link to view the entire list of rankings is https://swachhsurvekshan2020.org/Rankings

 

******
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-08-21

SUPREME COURT ORDER ON COPARCENARY RIGHTS
IS ENORMOUSLY WELCOME

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Describing the idea of natural rights as “anarchical fallacies” and “rhetorical nonsense”, English
Utilitarian philosopher, Jeremy Bentham, strongly argued in favour of positive/legal rights, both
for their comprehensibility and tangibility. Rights for Bentham were fruits of the law and of the
law alone. It is difficult to challenge the scope of natural rights in a modern liberal democratic
setup without invoking blowback from the votaries of political accountability, individual liberties
and those who seek to curb state power. However, it is imperative that in order to gain efficacy,
natural rights are dependent on progressive legislative interventions and executive capabilities,
and, most significantly, on periodic judicial reviews and decrees. The expansive judicial
interpretations of the Right to Life under Article 21 of the Constitution clearly set this out in the
Indian context. Further, contestation between morality, legalities, customary practices, social
values and norms are characteristic features of all societies; and it may not be that easy to settle
these differences without a corresponding change in societal attitudes and social norms. In this
context, the Supreme Court’s recent judgment granting coparcenary rights to women requires a
nuanced understanding.

The judgment delivered by a three-judge bench of the Supreme Court is praiseworthy simply for
reiterating the idea that women are born as equals, and that it is the patriarchal mindset and
embedded customary practices and traditions that accord them an inferior status. In real terms,
the judgment is progressive on two counts. First, for highlighting the patriarchal practices of the
Mitakshra School of Hindu law — the guiding force of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 — and
second, for settling the confusion created by two of its own antagonistic judgments in Prakash vs
Phulawati (2016) and Danamma @ Suman Surpur vs Amar (2018) cases. In the first case, it
had ruled that the amendments to the Hindu Succession Act (2005) applied only to women
whose parents were alive on September 9, 2005, the date of the notification of the act. In the
second case, it inferred that coparcenary rights were birthrights. The Supreme Court has now
set forth the idea that coparcenary rights are birthrights free from limitations imposed by the
dates of any legal notifications. As a natural corollary, property inheritance rights apply to all
women retrospectively from 1956, the year of the codification of the Mitakshara laws as the
Hindu Succession Act.

Explained: Reading SC’s verdict on Hindu women’s inheritance rights

What makes this judgment epochal is the progressive change in the attitude of the courts, which
now appear to be upholding principles of substantive justice for women both in theory and
practice. Indeed, the higher judiciary in India has generally been broad-minded in dismantling
patriarchal practices and institutions. In that sense, the judicial sojourn that in a way commenced
from the judgment delivered in the case of C B Muthamma (1979) or Nergesh Meerza (1981)
continues to be persistent in breaking stereotypes, be it Sabarimala (2018), or granting
permanent commission to women officers in the Indian Army.

While the delivery of the judgement is one thing, its proper implementation quite another.
Admittedly, this judgment accepts the natural equality of women, but several issues still need to
be addressed.

The issue of stree dhan, as explained under section 14 (1) of the Hindu Succession Act 1956, is

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/reading-supreme-court-verdict-on-hindu-womens-inheritance-rights-6550767/
https://indianexpress.com/about/sabarimala-temple/
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upturned in the light of this judgment. For example, the said section provides that women can
acquire property as a full owner, and it can be carried over or retained post marriage as stree
dhan. There are cases where the movable property may have been given to a daughter by her
father as an intentionally undeclared and informal settlement between his descendants. At the
same time, it is quite true that stree dhan over time gave way to the unethical and illegal
practices of dowry, but the issue of stree dhan needs to be explained further in the light of this
judgment. If women are seen as double beneficiaries of these laws (through lineage and
marriage), can we anticipate that the ruling might impact dowry transactions that continue
despite stringent anti-dowry laws?

Editorial | SC interpretation on equal inheritance to daughters is one more step towards
ensuring gender justice

Moreover, the right to possession may not be easy for women who are married and do not
reside in their ancestral homes. Property transactions may be more convenient for urban
settings. However, it may not be that easy in the rural context, where most of the property is in
the form of agricultural land. Most women who may want to claim their share may end up
spending the rest of their lives in litigation to get their names on the relevant documents. With
patriarchy entrenched, it is doubtful if male heirs will share property-related documents,
information or initiate legal processes in the interest of the women family members.

Many educated, professional, middle-class women who have otherwise rejected patriarchal
controls and demands, and fought against practices such as dowry, have been denied property
rights by their own families. Most have chosen not to pursue the legal pathway, which is tedious,
lengthy, and expensive. Most importantly, those who seek property rights undergo harrowing
emotional abuses from their own families for asking what is rightfully theirs.

On occasion, the law and courts may turn out to be progressive. However, on no occasion can
we expect the society to readily accede to progressive reforms. The challenge for economically
dependent women in far-flung rural areas who are denied literacy, dignity and, sometimes, even
a name and identity, in securing their rights is immense. In parts of Bihar we come from, there
are areas where women are still addressed by their village names or more commonly as
someone’s wife. Family histories have conveniently wiped out any references to women, and
what their lives were like, what became of them, and how they managed to survive in the
absence of support from husbands and children.

So even as we welcome the court decision, we remain sceptical about its implementation and its
actual benefits to women. Patriarchal attitudes are changing: Women are asserting their rights,
both in conjugal and property matters. However, there are significant cultural, religious,
educational barriers and caste and class inequalities that require a massive overhauling of social
attitudes to overcome. Besides, litigation processes need to be simplified and made accessible,
inexpensive and time-bound, for women to claim their coparcenary rights if denied.

This article first appeared in the print edition on August 20, 2020 under the title ‘Her right
to property’. Singh teaches Political Science at Miranda House, University of Delhi;
Parashar is Associate Professor at the School of Global Studies, Gothenburg University,
Sweden

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines

END
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NEED FOR TRANSPARENCY: THE HINDU EDITORIAL
ON PM CARES FUND

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

There is something about the nature of the Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in
Emergency Situations (PM CARES) Fund that has led to demands for its scrutiny. While the
Supreme Court has rejected a writ petition calling for a funds diversion from this fund to the
National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) and also denied the petitioners’ demand that the
“public charitable trust” be audited by the CAG, questions remain about its need, operation and
its persisting lack of transparency. A three-judge Bench asserted that no exception could be
taken to the constitution of yet another public charitable trust at a time of a raging COVID-19
pandemic. But the need for a fresh trust when there is the PM’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF)
with a substantial corpus in place is not clear. Since the PM CARES Fund existed independent
of budgetary support or government money, the Court’s reasoning was that there was “no
occasion” for a CAG audit. However, the concern is not about the legal basis or the absence of a
CAG audit, or whether it is superfluous or indeed essential. As responses to RTI queries on the
Fund reveal, the government is not forthcoming on questions on its transparency or
accountability. Queries on the trust deed for the Fund, and its creation and operation have been
summarily dismissed by arguing that the Fund was not a “public authority” even though the PM
is its ex-officio chairman and three Cabinet ministers are its trustees. And, the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs had also treated it as a fund set up by the Centre.

Since the trust was created, lakhs of public and private sector employees have donated a day’s
salary to it, with some of them claiming that this deduction was done without their explicit
consent. Many public sector units and corporate entities too have made donations because of a
proviso allowing uncapped corporate donations that would qualify as corporate social
responsibility (CSR) expenditure. Earlier, a government panel had rightly suggested that the
double benefit of tax exemption would be a “regressive incentive”. Thus far, the exact amount of
donations and a clear break-up of the expenditure from the fund have not been provided apart
from an announcement in May that 3,100 crore had been sanctioned from it to be spent on
ventilators, migrant worker welfare and vaccine development. States have led the response to
COVID-19 and their resources have increasingly been stretched by the continuing rise in
infections and deaths, which have crossed the 2.8 million and 54,000 mark, respectively. At the
very least, RTI requests that seek to understand how funds are being received and how they are
being disbursed so far should be seen as legitimate. Also, more needs to be done by the
government to publicise donations to the more accountable NDRF which allows for a transfer of
funds to States.
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Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,
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Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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PRIVATISATION VIA GRADED AUTONOMY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Getty Images/iStockphoto   | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

The Indian Cabinet approved the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, despite vehement
opposition to several of its provisions that were earlier circulated as a draft policy document.
Among these provisions is the phasing out of the system of affiliated colleges and the grant of
greater autonomy in academic, administrative and financial matters to premium colleges, and
essentially, to the top ranked universities of the country.

This measure has drawn on the long-standing anxieties about the perils of politico-bureaucratic
interference in the internal functioning of universities, and concerns about the substantial burden
on universities which have to regulate admissions, set curricula and conduct examinations for a
large number of undergraduate colleges. Likewise, concerns have long existed about over-
centralisation, namely, the constraints imposed on the potential for premium affiliated colleges to
innovate and evolve. Notably, drawing on such concerns, the earliest inclinations towards
autonomy were reflected in the recommendations of different education committees from the
1960s onwards. In its report, the Mahajani Committee on Colleges (1964), for example, took the
position that one way of improving the standard of higher education in India was by selecting a
few colleges “on the basis of past work, influence, traditions, maturity and academic standards
and give them what might be called for want of a better phrase an ‘autonomous’ status”.

Editorial | A long road: On National Education Policy 2020

Even while solutions to apprehensions about over-centralisation were being discussed by
stakeholders, these came to be used by successive governments to build a case for the model
of graded autonomy. This model has adverse ramifications for accessibility, equity and quality
for the higher education sector.

In recent decades, a form of policy discourse has clearly developed in which the dominant
opinion holds that the state cannot be expected to pay for the education of all. Correspondingly,
there has been a serious lack of development of educational infrastructure to meet the rapidly
increasing demand for higher education. In response to the widening gap between the demand
and supply for education, successive governments have pushed through measures that have
largely allowed for greater penetration of private capital in higher education, and its corollary, the
persistent decline in per-capita government allocation of funds towards education.
Consequently, private colleges and universities have grown in number, and there has been a
rapid expansion of the open and distance learning (ODL) education.

In line with these developments, recommendations of recent education commissions have
promoted the already existing unequal structure of funding for higher education, and
perpetuated the prevailing hierarchy in higher education along the lines of “centres of
excellence” or metropolitan Central government-funded universities, provincial Central
government-funded universities, regional universities and colleges funded by State
governments, etc. The National Knowledge Commission (2005) stated that “undergraduate
colleges are constrained by their affiliated status… the problem is particularly acute for
undergraduate colleges that are good, for both teachers and students are subjected to the
‘convoy problem’ insofar as they are forced to move at the speed of the slowest... In fact the
design of courses and examinations needs to be flexible”.
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Also read | Congress says National Education Policy 2020 pushed through without consultation

Rather than bringing lower-grade affiliated colleges at par with premium colleges, recent
commissions and high-powered committees have taken to projecting the relatively equitable
funding from the Central/State government, common syllabi and evaluation systems,
standardised teacher recruitment rules, etc. as fetters. In turn, the dominant policy discourse
vocally propagates “graded autonomy” for better performing Higher Educational Institutions
(HEIs), in which academic excellence can be supported through grant of special funds whilst
allowing greater power to such institutions to grant degrees, start new self-financed courses,
decide on fee structure, hire and fix the pay of non-tenured teachers independent of the
regulatory authority, etc. This paradigm has been gradually enforced with the UGC in 2018
granting public-funded universities the right to apply for autonomy based on whether they are
ranked among top 500 of reputed world rankings or have National Assessment and
Accreditation (NAAC) scores above 3.26.

In its current form, NEP 2020 as introduced by the NDA government is a curious combination of
enhanced centralising features and specific features of autonomy. The thrust towards deeper
centralisation is indicative in the constitution of the government nominated umbrella institution,
Higher Education Council of India (HECI); corporate-style Board of Governors with powers
hitherto assigned to governing bodies of colleges and to other statutory bodies of HEIs; as well
as the new apex body, the National Education Commission, that is responsible for “developing”,
“implementing” and “evaluating” the “educational vision of the country”. Meanwhile, the power
extended to premier educational establishments to design new courses, award degrees, among
other features, represent the so-called prized features of autonomy.

Comment | Can the NEP aid access to universal education?

The issue of autonomy is the key to unravelling the inherent problem with NEP 2020 in matters
of higher education. By engaging with the multi-fold ramifications of this provision, a lot can be
gleaned on the heavy cost that the common masses will pay in terms of growing inaccessibility
of higher education. Importantly, the model of graded autonomy is not based on universalisation
of educational resources and equal access to quality higher education, but on furthering the
prevailing hierarchy that exists between different colleges within a public-funded university, and
between different universities across the country. While the best colleges gain the autonomy to
bring in their own rules and regulations, and graduate to a privileged status whereby they enjoy
the benefits of special funds from the newly proposed funding agencies, it is estimated that
affiliated colleges with lower rankings and less than 3,000 students face the threat of mergers
and even closure. Such collateral damage contradicts targets set for higher gross enrolment
ratios. A shrinking of the number of public-funded colleges will only further push out
marginalised sections and relegate them to low-grade private colleges and/or to informal
education in the ODL and online modes.

The possibility of enhanced inaccessibility of quality higher education looms large when we also
consider that the independent rules and regulations of autonomous colleges and universities
shall curtail transparent admission procedures, which guarantee underprivileged students a
share of seats in prestigious institutions. Similarly, graded autonomy can be expected to trigger
a massive spurt in expensive self-financed courses as premium colleges, as well as struggling
affiliated colleges, strive to chalk out their financial self-sufficiency. This will expectedly lead to
significant expenditure by the individual learner, and, under the new proposed four-year
undergraduate programme, the exclusion will simply manifest itself in the pushing out of
disadvantaged sections. More than deliverance, autonomy represents the via media for greater
privatisation and enhanced hierarchization in higher education.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/nep-pushed-through-sans-consultation-says-congress/article32254631.ece
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Thank you!
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WHY WE NEED SERO-SURVEYS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Written by Vineeta Bal and Satyajit Rath

Since December 2019, the world has been caught up in a pandemic caused by the SARS-CoV-
2 virus. A pandemic of this kind is something of a new reality for us. Insights about the disease
are still trickling in. As a result, there is a lot of uncertainty about how the pandemic will progress
and what needs to be done. The SARS-CoV2 virus, commonly referred to as “the corona virus”,
has clearly infected large numbers of people. But it is not even clear yet exactly how many
people have been infected, so far. We have been using the RTPCR tests to detect viral genetic
material, or the so-called rapid antigen tests to detect viral proteins, in the nose, throat and
mouth fluid to find “cases” of illness. The numbers revealed by these tests have been widely
reported and discussed. But increasingly, new information based on “sero-surveys” has also
been emerging.

Sero-surveys use tests that examine the liquid part of blood, or “serum”, not the nose, throat and
mouth fluid. These tests detect an immune response to the virus material, not the SARS-CoV-2
virus material itself. Upon a viral infection, the body produces different immune responses. One
of these is making proteins called antibodies that stick (or “bind”) to the virus; these show up
within a few days after the infection. The infection itself typically disappears after a couple of
weeks. But the antibodies, especially the IgG kind, stay around in the blood for a fairly long time,
at least for months. These antibodies are made even if the infected person was asymptomatic.
And of course, nobody who has not encountered the virus will have these antibodies.

So, if a person was infected, the virus material would be detectable in their nose, throat and
mouth fluid for a couple of weeks at most. If testing is not done in that time, we would never
know if the person had ever been infected. But IgG antibodies against the virus would stay in the
blood of such a person for a long time. So, if we test the blood for these antibodies at any point
and find them (making the person “sero-positive”), we can say that the person in question had
indeed been infected by the virus in recent weeks/months.

Sero-surveys test blood samples of healthy people for anti-SARS-CoV-2 IgG antibodies.
Everybody cannot be tested, only a few people chosen at random are tested. The results are an
estimate of the proportion of people who have been infected by the virus in the past. This
information gives a wide-angle picture over time of how the virus has spread in the community.

If sero-surveys detect “immunity” to SARS-CoV-2, do they tell us if we are “protected” against
the virus? No. All immune responses are not protective. The sero-survey test does not detect
“protective” antibodies, just all antibodies (the “protective” ones are much harder to test for on a
large scale). Also, even if it detected “protective” antibodies, we have no idea what levels of
“protective” antibodies are necessary for actual protection.

“Herd immunity”, a recurrent phrase in this context, is a situation in which so many people in the
community are immune and protected from the virus that virus transmission from person-to-
person simply grinds to a halt, even though everybody is not immune and protected. What
proportion of the community should be immune protected to reach the “herd immunity” point
differs from situation to situation. We have no idea what that point is for COVID-19. While sero-
surveys are useful for examining herd immunity, they do not tell us if that point has been
reached.

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/pandemic-explained-who-novel-coronavirus-covid19-what-is-a-pandemic-6309727/
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SARS-CoV-2 sero-surveys are being reported from many areas around the world with wide
variations in the proportions of sero-positive individuals. So far, at least five sero-surveys have
been reported from India — an early all-India survey, surveys in Delhi, Mumbai and Berhampur
in Odisha, and now from Pune. Among the earlier city surveys done, Delhi showed around 23
per cent seropositivity, Mumbai showed around 40 per cent, and Berhampur was 31 per cent.
These numbers are averages, with a lot of variation between neighbourhoods; varying in
Mumbai, for example, from 16 per cent to 57 per cent.

The first phase of the Pune city survey tested blood samples from 1,664 randomly chosen adults
from five prabhags of the Pune Municipal Corporation. These prabhags had a high incidence of
RT-PCR positive “cases”. The test, for IgG antibodies recognising receptor-binding-domain of
the SARS-CoV2 spike protein, is highly specific. The overall sero-positivity is 51.5 per cent of
the population, ranging in different areas between 36-65 per cent. There is more sero-positivity
in crowded neighbourhoods such as hutments and tenements. On the other hand, the total
number of COVID-19 “cases” reported from these prabhags during the pandemic comes to
around 4 per cent of the population.

The Pune sero-survey numbers are unsurprising and consistent with the Delhi, Mumbai and
Berhampur numbers. Together, they show that SARS-CoV-2 has been spreading widely in our
urban communities, particularly in crowded localities. Clearly, we will have to think again, even
officially, about “community transmission”.

These numbers also seem to confirm the general impression that most SARS-CoV-2 infections
are asymptomatic (some estimates say around 80 per cent are asymptomatic). Most of the
volunteers participating in this survey reported no illness over the past few months. Of course,
the virus could be spreading from asymptomatically infected people too, especially within
families.

But do the Pune numbers tell us exactly how many infections are really asymptomatic? The
answer depends on whether we are actually identifying all instances of COVID-19 illness. The
likely answer is that we are not.

Despite increased RT-PCR testing capacity, testing volumes are still low. Despite these
increases, the proportions of RT-PCR-positive tests are still unchanged, suggesting that we are
still missing cases. Rapid antigen tests are being used, though convenient but possibly less
sensitive, and therefore the missing cases.

Even more importantly, the misplaced fear of death that has been generated, the real
possibilities of a miserable quarantine, of loss of income and support, as well as of social
stigmatisation and ostracisation, and widespread anecdotes underlining the lack of clarity about
hospital resources and costs, all combine to make people reluctant to go in for testing. That
means we are still missing cases.

So long as we keep missing cases, we will not be able to make the best possible use of the
sero-surveys to plan effective public health policies for the pandemic.

Of course, we need more sero-surveys. We need to test more people and more localities, and
we need to test the same localities over time so that we can follow the footprints of the virus
moving through our communities. We need to test these blood samples for actual levels of
antibodies, and for “protective” antibodies and their levels so as to begin to understand what
actual “protection” would look like. We need them to stop differentiating between “us” and
“them”. Anybody can get infected; the virus is an equaliser and we need to get out of the
mentality of ostracising people who need to be quarantined. And we need these sero-surveys for
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planning and evaluating vaccine trials as well as for eventual vaccine deployment.

(The writers are former scientists at NII, Delhi and specialise in infection and immunity;
Bal is currently at IISER Pune)
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 A BIG WIN FOR DIGITAL INDIA: HEALTH MINISTRY’S
‘ESANJEEVANI’ TELEMEDICINE SERVICE RECORDS 2
LAKH TELE-CONSULTATIONS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The ‘eSanjeevani’ digital platform of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has completed 2
lakh tele-consultations.

This milestone was achieved in a short time period of ten days only since the 9th of August when
Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare presided over a meet to
commemorate the completion of 1.5 lakh tele-consultations. In what can be seen as a big push
for the ‘Digital India’ initiative of the Prime Minister, the eSanjeevani  platform has proved its
usefulness and easy access for the caregivers and the medical community, and those seeking
healthcare services in the times of COVID.

eSanjeevani platform has enabled two types of telemedicine services viz. Doctor-to-Doctor
(eSanjeevani) and Patient-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani OPD) Tele-consultations. The former is being
implemented under the Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centre (AB-HWC). It aims to
implement tele-consultation in all the 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres in conjunction with
identified Medical College hospitals in a ‘Hub and Spoke’ model. States have identified and set
up dedicated ‘Hubs’ in Medical Colleges and District hospitals to provide tele-consultation
services to ‘Spokes’, i.e SHCs, PHCs and HWCs. The Health Ministry rolled out the second tele-
consultation service ‘eSanjeevaniOPD’ enabling patient-to-doctor telemedicine owing to the
COVID-19 pandemic in April 2020. This has proved a boon in containing the spread of COVID
while simultaneously enabling provisions for non-COVID essential healthcare.

eSanjeevani has been implemented so far by 23 States and other States are in the process of
rolling it out.

The top five States which have been utilizing the e-health services being offered through this
platform are Tamil Nadu (56,346 consultations), Uttar Pradesh (33,325), Andhra Pradesh
(29,400), Himachal Pradesh (26,535) and Kerala (21,433). Andhra Pradesh leads in having the
most HWC-medical college interactions with 25,478 consultations while Tamil Nadu leads in the
OPD services with 56,346 consultations.

****

MV

HFW/e-Sanjeevani/19thAugust2020/2

The ‘eSanjeevani’ digital platform of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has completed 2
lakh tele-consultations.

This milestone was achieved in a short time period of ten days only since the 9th of August when
Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare presided over a meet to
commemorate the completion of 1.5 lakh tele-consultations. In what can be seen as a big push
for the ‘Digital India’ initiative of the Prime Minister, the eSanjeevani  platform has proved its
usefulness and easy access for the caregivers and the medical community, and those seeking
healthcare services in the times of COVID.
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eSanjeevani platform has enabled two types of telemedicine services viz. Doctor-to-Doctor
(eSanjeevani) and Patient-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani OPD) Tele-consultations. The former is being
implemented under the Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centre (AB-HWC). It aims to
implement tele-consultation in all the 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres in conjunction with
identified Medical College hospitals in a ‘Hub and Spoke’ model. States have identified and set
up dedicated ‘Hubs’ in Medical Colleges and District hospitals to provide tele-consultation
services to ‘Spokes’, i.e SHCs, PHCs and HWCs. The Health Ministry rolled out the second tele-
consultation service ‘eSanjeevaniOPD’ enabling patient-to-doctor telemedicine owing to the
COVID-19 pandemic in April 2020. This has proved a boon in containing the spread of COVID
while simultaneously enabling provisions for non-COVID essential healthcare.

eSanjeevani has been implemented so far by 23 States and other States are in the process of
rolling it out.

The top five States which have been utilizing the e-health services being offered through this
platform are Tamil Nadu (56,346 consultations), Uttar Pradesh (33,325), Andhra Pradesh
(29,400), Himachal Pradesh (26,535) and Kerala (21,433). Andhra Pradesh leads in having the
most HWC-medical college interactions with 25,478 consultations while Tamil Nadu leads in the
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ERRING ON THE SIDE OF CAUTION: ON SEX-
SELECTIVE ABORTION RULES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

A view of the Supreme Court of India, in New Delhi. File   | Photo Credit: Sushil Kumar Verma

Last week, the Supreme Court deferred a pronouncement on the legality of the Centre’s now-
lapsed controversial notification relating to the rules of the law banning sex-selective abortions.
The judges viewed the matter as closed for now, as the April 4 notification pertaining to the Pre-
Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) (PCPNDT) Act
was left to expire by the government on June 30.

The apex court similarly erred on the side of caution in June, choosing not to stay the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare’s gazette notification. The inference was that such an option would
be warranted only if the suspension of relevant rules was extended beyond June. The
petitioner’s concerns have thus largely been allayed that the April 4 notification loosening the
rules, ostensibly to cope with the pandemic, would dilute the law.

One of the impugned rules requires a five-yearly renewal of registration of genetic laboratories,
ultrasound clinics and imaging centres, subject to the fulfilment of eligibility criteria. Another
mandates these diagnostic establishments to submit monthly records on the conduct of
pregnancy-related procedures to the designated authority. State governments and Union
Territories are required to furnish quarterly reports to the Centre on the implementation of the
law. The Union Health Ministry had maintained that various procedural deadlines were relaxed
in the wake of the public health crisis and that such flexibility would in no way jeopardise the
larger objectives of the law.

On the other hand, activists saw no rationale whatsoever behind the suspension of rules, since
the operation of diagnostic laboratories had been declared essential services. They were
understandably apprehensive that the freeze would result in large-scale violations. It is one thing
to condone delays in the completion of formalities via an administrative order, but altogether
another to declare a freeze via a gazette notification, they argued.

In any case, the 25-year jurisprudence around the PCPNDT legislation does not justify a
sanguine approach on the enforcement of its various provisions. A case in point is the ongoing
litigation regarding the eligibility of medical practitioners to conduct ultrasound procedures. In
February 2016, the Delhi High Court struck down the requirement under the 2014 PCPNDT
rules of a six-month training period for personnel carrying out ultrasonography. In challenging
that ruling in the Supreme Court, the Indian Radiological and Imaging Association (IRIA)
stressed the lack of preparation in an MBBS programme to conduct ultrasound procedures,
which was part of the discipline of radiology. IRIA also cited the relevant Medical Council of India
guidelines based on the law.

The Supreme Court stayed the Delhi High Court judgment in 2018 as an interference in
legislative policy intended to further the objectives of the law in the face of grave misuse of pre-
natal diagnostic procedures. The Court last year ruled that the non-maintenance of medical
records as per Section 23 of the PCPNDT Act could serve as a conduit in the grave offence of
foeticide. The Bench hence dismissed the plea of the Federation of Obstetrics and
Gynaecological Societies of India to treat inaccuracies in paperwork as clerical errors. In its

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Sushil-Kumar-Verma/
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2016 judgment, in response to the Voluntary Health Association of Punjab petition, the Court
authorised the seizure of illegal equipment from clinics and the suspension of their registration
as well as speedy disposal of relevant cases by the States. Many of the court’s strictures go
back to the litigation in the early years of the legislation spearheaded by the Centre for Enquiry
into Health and Allied Themes.

Crucially, the alarming decline witnessed in recent decades in India’s sex ratio at birth calls for
an uncompromising adherence to public policy, more than is evident from evolving case law.

garimella.subramaniam@thehindu.co.in
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HER RIGHTS, CLEARLY SO
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

By Anita Tagore

Property is the fulcrum for patriarchal bargains and negotiations within the private and public
domains for women. It is ubiquitous. It empowers women in exclusive ways — allows them to
make choices about livelihood, provides security against poverty and advocates autonomy.

Property rights lie at the intersection of law, economy, culture and the state. They are shaped by
both gender and legal considerations. Though the Hindu Succession Act 2005 was a watershed
legislation on many counts to adduce women’s rights, it had largely remained engrained in
gender orthodoxy.

The robust control of customary traditions in influencing claims to property rights of women has
been prejudicial and discriminatory. Consequently, property rights of women have emerged as a
contested terrain wherein lived ideas of tradition and modernity have been revisited and
dissected frequently in the public sphere.

In the effort to upkeep virtues of Indian womanhood, women’s sacrifice of rights in property has
been prominently applauded. This sacrifice is political. The opportunity cost of such sacrifice is
imbalanced and high. Dowry is equalised as a share in the property. Women forgo their property
rights in ancestral homes so that they can have comfortable access to their paternal
relationships, primarily with male members like their brothers. The brother-sister relationship is
often at stake if the sister claims her share in ancestral property.

It is an unspoken understanding that in case of a marital dispute, the brothers will become
shields of protection and come to the rescue of the sister. But women have don’t have many exit
options in their marriages and if they did, they are not financially independent to take care of
themselves. Clearly, not many women reach the doors of the court to fight legal battles for
property rights.

Despite the strong foothold of such misogynist practices, the women’s movement fought for the
Amendment to the 1956 Hindu Succession Act in 2005. It’s been a decade-and-a-half since
then. The Constituent Assembly debate on the Hindu Code Bill, in general, is an important point
of contextual reference here. The question of a share for the daughter from the patrimony was
the epicentre of the succession debates.

Most of the women’s organisations like the AIWC and the NCWI rallied around equal inheritance
for sons and daughters. B R Ambedkar himself advocated equal citizenship rights for men and
women in post-independence India. Women leaders like Sucheta Kriplani and Padmaja Naidu
strongly invoked women’s contribution to the freedom movement and argued, “if today….they
are to be denied their just rights, then hard-earned freedom is no more than a handful of dust”.

The survival of the joint family was the concern for opposing male legislators. There was a
juxtaposition of “stridhan” with coparcenary share. Rajendra Prasad also expressed his fear
about the fragmentation of family property, family tensions and litigations that can ensue from
the conferment of property rights to women. The project of legal codification placed the
progressive national imaginary as before the achievement of gender equality.

https://indianexpress.com/about/rajendra-prasad
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However, the Hindu Succession Act 1956 as it emerged was a classic case of “fractional
justice”. It was, at best, a half-hearted measure to improve the position of women. It retained the
Mitakshara coparcenary whose membership was confined only to males. Sons would not only
get a share of their father’s property but also their own interest as coparceners in joint family
property. Daughters would only get an equal share in paternal property. This was the main point
of contention that called for legal reform in 2005.

Forty years of the enactment of the Hindu Succession Act 1956 witnessed different approaches
to the understanding of gender equality on different cases related to property rights. Initially,
there was an oscillation between protectionist and corrective approaches to the question of
gender justice.

The substance of judicial decisions championed shared cultural assumptions about the
conventional roles of women as inferior and dependent on other relationships. The dominant
conception of Hindu family and familial ideology was interpolated in complex ways in the
practice of law. Essentialist ideas of womanhood, gender stereotyping and role conflict
culminated in the judicial discourse of naturalising disinheritance of daughters.

Post the amendment of the Hindu Succession Act, there has been a perceptible shift towards
substantive justice in the last few years. In the emerging judicial discourse, a significant point of
contestation has been whether the debate around retrospectivity can be contextualised in
Section 6(1)(a) in the Act that said coparcenary benefit will apply “on and from the
commencement of the Amendment Act of 2005 with effect from September 9, 2005.”

The courts have not been prolific in the interpretation of the provision in creating new rights of
women when such substantive possibilities could have been explored in the preceding decade
itself. As early as 2008, in Pravat Chandra Patnaik and Others v. Sarat Chandra Patnaik and
another, the Orissa High Court held that a daughter, whenever born, is to be treated as a
coparcener from the year 2005. It cannot be said that daughters who are born only after 2005
will be treated as coparceners. The Amendment Act is prospective in nature as much as
partition prior to the amendment cannot be reopened. It was emphasised that the law is well
settled and there was no scope of adding any meaning to it.

In Smt. Bagirathi & Ors v. S. Manivanan & Anr, it was held that even though the intention of the
amended provision is to confer better rights on the daughters, it cannot be emphasised to the
extent of holding that succession which had opened prior to coming into force of the amended
2005 Amendment could have a retroactive effect in conferring rights on daughters who were
alive at the time of the amendment, even if they were born prior to it. Section 6 amended by The
Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005 cannot be given retrospective effect.

Ten years later, three contrasting judgments that were considered authoritative precedents
failed to provide an expansive interpretation of Section 6 of the Hindu Succession Act, 2005. In
Prakash v. Phulavati, the Court held that the rights under the amendment apply to living
daughters of living coparceners as on September 9, 2005, irrespective of when such daughters
are born.

And in February 2018, in Danama v. Amar, it provided some relief but remained opaque on
many counts. The apex court held that a daughter, living or dead, as on the date of the
amendment, shall be entitled to a share in her father’s property. The implication was that even if
the daughter was not alive on the date of the amendment, her children could claim their rightful
share. The court approved that as coparceners, both sons and daughters had the same rights.
The judgment was ambiguous on whether a father should also be living on the date of the
amendment for the daughters to be eligible for their inheritance rights. In April 2018, in
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Mangalaam v T B Raju, the Supreme Court held that the living daughters of living coparceners
would be entitled to claim a share of the ancestral property.

So, gendered hierarchy and conditionalities were being read into the intention of the legislation
to surrender daughters’ rights as coparceners. Coparcenary as a bundle of rights was contingent
on various inconclusive factors instead of being universally attainable. Such restrictive
interpretation failed to deconstruct gender stereotypes and liberalise the gender regimes of
unfreedom in India.

The underlying discrimination between male coparceners and the female coparceners was put
to rest by this judgment. The Supreme Court settled the issue of retrospectivity and declared
that a daughter would have the same rights as the son and would be irrespective of whether she
was born before or after the amendment. Further, it ruled that she could not be denied her share
on the ground that her father died before the law came into effect.

An expanding rights consciousness coupled with the democratisation of the law will enable an
inclusive re-imagination of the everyday experience of law. The rules of social transaction can
be negotiated by the Court to promote women’s bargaining power to access and control
property. The multiple axes of intersecting discrimination have to be overcome by a strategic
judicial decision making model that makes justice more broad and capacious. The Constitution’s
commitment to the right to equality should be the talisman for courts to follow in all
circumstances.

The writer is Assistant Professor, Kalindi College, University of Delhi

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://t.me/indianexpress


Page 116

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-24

CENTRE SETS UP COUNCIL FOR TRANSGENDERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights

The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has constituted the National Council for
Transgender Persons.

An August 21 notification stated that the Social Justice Minister would be the Council’s
chairperson and its members would include officials from some other Ministries. Five nominated
members from the community — Laxmi Narayan Tripathi, Gopi Shankar Madurai, Meera Parida,
Zainab Javid Patel and Kak Chingtabam Shyamcand Sharma — are also part of the Council.
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MENTAL AND PHYSICAL WELL-BEING OF ELDERLY
REQUIRES SPECIAL FOCUS DURING PANDEMIC

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Old-Age People - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

According to data of the Centre for Disease Control in the US, nearly 25 per cent of all those
who have died of COVID-19 are more than 55 years old. However, it is not just the direct effects
of the virus that increases mortality and morbidity among the elderly. Measures like social
distancing, self-isolation and travel restrictions have a disproportionate effect on their lives,
especially in matters relating to healthcare access.

Asking the elderly to self-isolate is one of the most effective COVID-19 prevention strategies.
But strong intergenerational ties and issues related to living arrangements can make physical
distancing difficult for older persons. About 88 per cent of elderly people in India live with their
children. So their risk of contracting the infection from family members remains high. Living with
the extended family may allow the elderly to access healthcare services, but a growing body of
scholarship shows that it leaves them vulnerable to abuse and mistreatment. On the other hand,
for the 17 million who don’t live with their extended family, or have made arrangements to live
separately due to COVID-19, life is lonely. They have difficulty in accessing food, water and
basic services.

Technology and internet connectivity play an important role in navigating social distancing
restrictions and maintaining access to essential care, services, and important information. In
India, only 7 per cent of older people have smartphones. The literacy rate among this segment is
also low, further limiting access to technology and important information.

Reports have indicated that the lack of access to healthcare services could aggravate physical
disabilities, hinder the effective management of communicable diseases and lead to mental ill-
health problems amongst the elderly. Outpatient treatment of nearly all major non-communicable
diseases has been severely affected due to COVID-related restrictions. Older people seem to be
missing out on treatment for illnesses. Medical check-ups have become infrequent. All this is
likely to show up in the mortality and morbidity rates among the elderly.

The precarious nature of economic work of older persons and inadequate salaries means that
more than 80 per cent of such people in the workforce are either partially or fully dependent on
others, who are anyway facing difficult circumstances. In its first relief package, the government
announced a one-off payment of Rs 1,000 and an increase in the pension for 30 million widows
and senior citizens. But this will reach only to about 20 per cent of the older people. There was
no support for senior citizens in the second relief package.

Healthcare schemes like the Ayushman Bharat Yojana should have special provisions for the
elderly. Tele-health and mobile home-based health care check-ups should be conducted for
them. Direct subsidies to pensioners, especially in healthcare matters, can also help them tide
over these difficult times. Such measures are essential to the right of a dignified life.

Shankardass is Associate Professor, Maitreyi College, Delhi University and Mallick is with
the Eastern Institute for Integrated Learning in Management. Views are personal
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MORE EVIDENCE OF INDIA’S FOOD INSECURITY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

Data from the latest edition of the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) report
show that India retains the dubious distinction of being the country with the largest population of
food insecure people. Estimates presented in the report which was released by several United
Nations organisations show that the prevalence of food insecurity increased by 3.8 percentage
points in India between 2014 and 2019, the first term of the Narendra Modi government. By
2019, 6.2 crore more people were living with food insecurity than the number in 2014.

The SOFI report, which is published annually, presents the most authoritative evaluation of
hunger and food insecurity in the world. Since 2017, SOFI presents two key measures of food
insecurity: the conventional measure called the Prevalence of Undernourishment (PoU) and a
new measure called the Prevalence of Moderate and Severe Food Insecurity (PMSFI).

Essay | The global text of hunger

Both of these are globally-accepted indicators of progress towards the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) Target 2.1 to end hunger and food insecurity. While PoU is focused on estimating
the proportion of population facing chronic deficiency of calories, the PMSFI is a more
comprehensive measure of the lack of access to adequate and nutritious food. Estimates of PoU
are based on food balance sheets and national surveys of consumption. Given that consumption
surveys are done infrequently in most countries, these estimates are often based on outdated
data and are revised when better data become available.

In contrast, the PMSFI is based on annual surveys that collect information on experiences of
food insecurity (such as food shortages, skipping meals, and changing diet diversity because of
a lack of resources). The PMSFI uses the Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES), a gold
standard in food security measurement developed by the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO), for estimating globally-comparable prevalence rates. Given the solid
conceptual foundations of this methodology and the ease of collection of data, FIES and the
PMFSI have been widely adopted by countries across the world.

The FAO commissions Gallup to include FIES questions in the Gallup®World Poll (FAO-GWP)
survey conducted in more than 140 countries across the world. Many countries have also
started conducting their own FIES surveys. Unlike most other countries, the government of India
neither conducts official FIES surveys nor accepts estimates based on FAO-GWP surveys.
Although FAO-GWP surveys are conducted in India, India is among the few countries that do
not allow publication of estimates based on these surveys. Consequently, as in the past years,
estimates of PMSFI for India are not published in SOFI.

Comment | The double burden of malnutrition: need for urgent policy action

However, interestingly, these estimates can be derived for India from the information provided in
the report. The report provides three-year average estimates of the number of food insecure
people for South Asia as a whole and for South Asia (excluding India). By taking a difference
between the two, one can derive the estimates for India.

These estimates show that while 27.8% of India’s population suffered from moderate or severe
food insecurity in 2014-16, the proportion rose to 31.6% in 2017-19. The number of food
insecure people grew from 42.65 crore in 2014-16 to 48.86 crore in 2017-19. India accounted for

https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000117811/download/?_ga=2.262188741.854084085.1598210713-1475771515.1598210713
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22% of the global burden of food insecurity, the highest for any country, in 2017-19. It is also
noteworthy that while the PMSFI increased in India by 3.7 percentage points during this period,
it fell by 0.5 percentage points in the rest of South Asia.

Comment | Grain aplenty and the crisis of hunger: on universal Public Distribution System

India has not released the latest National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) consumption
expenditure survey data for 2017-18. As a result, conventional measures of poverty and food
consumption are not available for recent years. Lack of availability of data from this consumption
survey also has implications for the FAO’s PoU estimates for India.

Because of a lack of regular availability of consumption survey data from most countries, the
FAO uses supply-wise data on per capita food availability to measure changes in average per
capita calorie intake. While this is a reasonable approach, it has become untenable for India
because of a large and growing disparity between the supply-side data and data from the
consumption surveys. Not only do the supply-side data show a much higher level of per capita
availability of food than the amount of food that is captured to have been consumed in the
surveys, even the direction of change between the two does not seem to be consistent.

Also read | Global Hunger Index 2019: India ranked lower than Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh

While the per capita dietary energy supply in India increased by 3.8% between 2011-13 and
2015-17, the consumption survey data that became available through a media leak showed that
the average consumption expenditure (covering food and other expenses) fell by 3.7% between
2011-12 and 2017-18. On the whole, withholding of consumption survey data by the government
has meant that SOFI continues to use outdated data for variability of food intake, making PoU
estimates for India untenable.

Given this, estimates of the PMSFI for India have become particularly valuable.

The significant rise in food insecurity, as shown by these data, is a clear manifestation of the
overall economic distress during this period marked by a deepening agrarian crisis, falling
investments across sectors and shrinking employment opportunities. The latest PLFS data have
shown that the unemployment rates in the recent years have been higher than in the last four
decades. It is widely believed that demonetisation and introduction of the Goods and Services
Tax were two prime causes of economic distress during this period.

A sudden imposition of an unprecedented and prolonged lockdown in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic has brought renewed focus on the problems of hunger and food insecurity. With a
sudden loss of livelihoods, a vast majority of India’s poor are faced with increased food
insecurity, hunger and starvation. A number of starvation deaths have also been reported in the
media.

Given this, these estimates of the PMSFI provide an important baseline estimate for the situation
before the COVID-19 pandemic. It is critical for India to conduct a national survey on food
insecurity to assess the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on food security of different sections
of the population.

Vaishali Bansal is a research scholar at the Centre for Economic Studies and Planning,
Jawaharlal Nehru University
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THE HINDU EXPLAINS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The story so far: The COVID-19 pandemic has been the start of a great spurt in innovation in
the health-care industry. The rush has not only been to find safe and efficacious cures and
vaccines but also to tweak every aspect of medical care in order to serve issues arising from the
pandemic and beyond. Last week, researchers, as part of an international consortium,
reportedly created an agile analytic tool for rapid disease insights, working with medical records
of patients with COVID-19 in five countries. They put together a centralised electronic medical
records (EMR) tool that would help them gather, monitor, analyse clinical trends in COVID-19
across multiple countries.

While EMRs were supposed to make things easier in terms of access across platforms, they did
not turn out to be such a big boon after all, because the data was locked in on local platforms.
Researchers realised “the paucity of relevant clinical information to drive response at the clinical
and population levels”.

Also read | Digital Health Mission a voluntary, central repository of records: Health Ministry

Further, the researchers argued in a paper International electronic health record-derived COVID-
19 clinical course profiles: the 4CE consortium in Nature Digital Medicine : “Even in an
information technology-dominated era, fundamental measurements to guide public health
decision-making remain unclear... data that should be widely available in electronic health
records (EHRs) have not yet been effectively shared across clinical sites, with public health
agencies, or with policy makers.”

In order to resolve this basic conundrum, researchers who were part of the Consortium for
Clinical Characterization of COVID-19 by EHR (4CE) rapidly set up an ad hoc network to
harmonise data, produce analytics and better visualisations to “begin to answer some of the
clinical and epidemiological questions around COVID-19”.

The team fashioned its tool on open source and a free i2b2 (Informatics for Integrating Biology
and the Bedside) toolkit, to use data generated from EHRs, in a move to get them to ‘talk’ to
each other. The final product was a model, the team claims, that demonstrates the possibility of
centralising data held in various EHR and uses it fairly quickly to determine disease trajectories.

Also read | COVID-19 enhances reliance on telemedicine

Over a span of three weeks, 96 hospitals — the United States (45), France (42), Italy (5),
Germany (3), and Singapore (1) — contributed data to the consortium. This was represented by
23 data collaboratives across these five countries. A total of 27,584 patients with COVID-19
diagnosis were included in the data set, with data covering January 1, 2020 through April 11,
2020. Researchers collected a whopping 187,802 laboratory values to harmonise them across
sites.

Among other things, the team tracked the total number of COVID-19 patients, intensive care unit
admissions and discharges, daily death toll, demographic details of patients and laboratory tests
to assess various health parameters.

In the Nature paper, the team argued that the initial report sought to establish that EMR data for
COVID-19 patients was accessible, learn about the clinical trajectories, facilitate evaluation and

https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/on-independence-day-pm-modi-announces-health-id-card-for-every-indian/article32361701.ece
https://go.nature.com/3j55mHk
https://go.nature.com/3j55mHk
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/covid-19-enhances-reliance-on-telemedicine/article31378946.ece
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communication of the various tests and therapies, and contribute data, and learnings to a global
network, and the public.

Also read | Gaps in our knowledge of coronavirus origin need fulfilment: Study

The team claimed the “sources of the data and the mechanism established for sharing them are
sound, reproducible, and scalable”. A paper, Portrait of a virus, in the Science Daily dated
August 19, 2020 quotes Isaac Kohane, senior author on the research and chair of the
Department of Biomedical Informatics in the Blavatnik Institute at Harvard Medical School: “The
new platform we have created shows that we can, in fact, overcome some of these challenges
and rapidly collect critical data that can help us confront the disease at the bedside and
beyond... Our efforts establish a framework to monitor the trajectory of COVID-19 across
different categories of patients and help us understand response to different clinical
interventions.”

The new ‘network designed to be a highly scalable system, is now being implemented at 23
sites’.

While the wisdom of quickly aggregating data for drawing conclusions that will guide treatment
cannot be ignored, it is also necessary to exercise some caution while dealing with machine
learning.

The researchers themselves acknowledged that the ‘early data are incomplete and are subject
to many biases and limitations, which constrain the conclusions we can currently draw’.

Also read | Microsoft launches text analytics to organise a deluge of healthcare data

The Science Daily article quotes from an accompanying editorial on the issue: “The new
platform underscores the value of such agile analytics in the rapid generation of knowledge,
particularly during a pandemic that places extra urgency on answering key questions, but such
tools must also be approached with caution and be subject to scientific rigour.”
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mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-25

REVERSING HEALTH SECTOR NEGLECT WITH A
REFORM AGENDA

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Two countries which lead in the COVID-19 cases tally in the world today, namely the United
States (first) and India (third), are also the ones where the need for health-care reform post
COVID-19 has been most keenly felt. This is due to the lack of effective universal health
coverage (UHC) in these countries, which has broadened concerns beyond the frontiers of an
epidemic response into the larger domain of access, equity, and quality in health care.

This lack of UHC has a long legacy in both these countries, which they owe to multiple long-
standing factors and historical reasons that have put a damper on the UHC agenda. This long
legacy has two important and inter-related implications when it comes to health-care reform.
First, certain entrenched characteristics of these health systems that have accrued over
decades tend to dictate the terms of further evolution and lead to a number of compromises.
Second, the long legacy itself comprises a path-dependent trajectory that precludes far-reaching
health-care reform.

The US Affordable Care Act (ACA) can be an example of the first implication. It envisaged a
number of overarching measures to expand health insurance and improve access, including
Medicaid expansion, essential health benefits, and discouraging risk selection in insurance.
However, the foundational aspects of U.S. health care, such as a fragmented private insurance
landscape and a love for expensive specialised care, could hardly be altered due to their
entrenched nature. The ACA reforms were thus superimposed on such largely non-negotiable
elements, which in turn constrained the nature and scope of those reforms. It is little wonder that
the ACA has been not very successful on multiple fronts, such as ensuring access
commensurate with insurance levels, and checking the rise of premiums and out-of-pocket
costs. A similar set of entrenched and non-negotiable fundamentals, including weak public and
pervasive private health care, will also impact health-care reform in India.

The government has looked poised to employ Ayushman Bharat–Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PM-JAY) health insurance as the tool for achieving UHC, and such calls have only
grown stronger in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. Plans are reportedly under way to
extend coverage to the non-poor population under AB-PM-JAY, which currently covers the
bottom 40% of the population. Taking the health insurance route to UHC driven by private
players, rather than strengthening the public provisioning of health care, is reflective of the non-
negotiability of private health care in India. This could have several unwanted consequences,
which merits attention.

Stark maldistribution of health-care facilities (almost two-thirds of corporate hospitals
concentrated in major cities) and low budgetary appropriations for insurance could mean that
universal insurance does not translate to universal access to services, much akin to what was
seen under the ACA in the U.S. Thus far, insurance-based incentives to drive private players
into the rural countryside have been largely unsuccessful, and experience suggests that the
public sector could be the only effective alternative. Further, the Indian story has traditionally
been one of aiming high with little homework. Envisaging universal health insurance without
enough regulatory robustness to handle everything from malpractices to monopolistic
tendencies is a case in point. This could have major cost, equity, and quality implications. For
example, shouldn’t there be a potent ‘Clinical Establishments Act’ before embarking on a
universal scheme involving large-scale public-private collaboration?

https://www.thehindu.com/topic/coronavirus/
https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/?utm_source=thehindu&utm_medium=cube&utm_campaign=corona
https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/?utm_source=thehindu&utm_medium=cube&utm_campaign=corona
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A similar argument can be made about the National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) conceived
by the Centre. Integration and improved management of patient and health facility information
are very welcome. However, in the absence of robust ground-level documentation practices and
its prerequisites, it would do little more than helping some private players and adding to
administrative complexity and costs like the electronic health records did under the US ACA.

One possible advantage for India over the U.S. could be a relative ease of integrating
fragmented schemes into a unified system. The AB-PM-JAY has this ability, but it would require
mobilising sufficient and sustained political consensus.

The second implication concerns path-dependent resistance to reform. The bigger and deeper
the reform, the more the resistance. Covering the remaining population under the AB-PM-JAY
presents massive fiscal and design challenges. Turning it into a contributory scheme based on
premium collections would be a costly and daunting undertaking, given the huge informal sector
and possible adverse selection problems. Meeting requirements through general revenue
financing would greatly strain the exchequer and looks very unlikely especially in the immediate
aftermath of the pandemic. In either case, an effective roll-out of UHC would require a robust
regulatory and administrative architecture, entailing huge administrative expenses and technical
capabilities. Harmonising benefits and entitlements among various beneficiary groups, and a
formalisation and consolidation of practices in a likely situation of covering outpatient care, are
formidable additional challenges. While these would need to be pursued incrementally, the
question arises as to how to push such a thoroughgoing reform agenda, especially against a
backdrop of decades of frail capacities and neglect of the health sector.

While upheavals offer windows for pushing reform, as Johnson notes, “the weight of past and
pre-existing paths strongly constrain and limit the impact of the most radical ruptures”. We
cannot afford to be complacent and think that the pandemic will automatically change the Indian
health-care landscape. This is particularly important since a protracted presence of the
pandemic in the country could undermine its gravity and the perceived urgency for major reform.
It will require mobilising concerted action from all quarters. Civil society would need to utilise this
opening to generate widespread public consensus and pressure for health-care reform. The fact
that States with higher per-capita public spending on health have fared better against COVID-19
can be invoked to back the reform argument. At the same time, politics would need to recognise
the unprecedented populist significance of health and marshal enough will to negotiate
organised opposition to change.

Dr. Soham D. Bhaduri is a Mumbai-based physician, health-care commentator, and editor of
‘The Indian Practitioner’
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Dear reader,
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world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,
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designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2020-08-25

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT CONSTITUTES NATIONAL
COUNCIL FOR TRANSGENDER PERSONS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 16 of the Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act, 2019 (40 of 2019), the Central Government has constituted a National Council for
Transgender Persons vide notification dated 21st August, 2020. The Union Minister of Social
Justice & Empowerment will be Chairperson (ex-officio) and Union Minister of State for Social
Justice & Empowerment will be Vice-Chairperson (ex-officio).

The National Council shall perform the following functions, namely:—

(a) to advise the Central Government on the formulation of policies, programmes, legislation and
projects with respect to transgender persons;

(b) to monitor and evaluate the impact of policies and programmes designed for achieving
equality and full participation of transgender persons;

(c) to review and coordinate the activities of all the departments of Government and other
Governmental and non-Governmental Organisations which are dealing with matters relating to
transgender persons;

(d) to redress the grievances of transgender persons; and

(e) to perform such other functions as may be prescribed by the Central Government.

The other members of the Council include representatives of various Ministries/Departments,
five representatives of transgender community, representatives of NHRC and NCW,
representatives of State Governments and UTs and experts representing NGOs.

A Member of National Council, other than ex officio member, shall hold office for a term of three
years from the date of his nomination.

               

Click here for detailed notification.

 

*****

NB/SK/UD

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 16 of the Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act, 2019 (40 of 2019), the Central Government has constituted a National Council for
Transgender Persons vide notification dated 21st August, 2020. The Union Minister of Social
Justice & Empowerment will be Chairperson (ex-officio) and Union Minister of State for Social
Justice & Empowerment will be Vice-Chairperson (ex-officio).

The National Council shall perform the following functions, namely:—
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(a) to advise the Central Government on the formulation of policies, programmes, legislation and
projects with respect to transgender persons;

(b) to monitor and evaluate the impact of policies and programmes designed for achieving
equality and full participation of transgender persons;

(c) to review and coordinate the activities of all the departments of Government and other
Governmental and non-Governmental Organisations which are dealing with matters relating to
transgender persons;

(d) to redress the grievances of transgender persons; and

(e) to perform such other functions as may be prescribed by the Central Government.

The other members of the Council include representatives of various Ministries/Departments,
five representatives of transgender community, representatives of NHRC and NCW,
representatives of State Governments and UTs and experts representing NGOs.

A Member of National Council, other than ex officio member, shall hold office for a term of three
years from the date of his nomination.

               

Click here for detailed notification.

 

*****

NB/SK/UD

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 132

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-08-26

GOVT MAY MERGE HALF A DOZEN WELFARE
SCHEMES WITH SOCIAL SECURITY CODE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

In its effort to extend universal social security to all informal sector workers, the government may
merge half a dozen welfare schemes with the labour code on social security.

“While EPFO (Employees’ Provident Fund Organization) and ESIC (Employees’ State Insurance
Corp.) provide social security through establishments, there are multiple social security schemes
catering to individuals in the informal sector. They are scattered and mostly overlapping," said a
government official, requesting anonymity.

“The social security code in one of the sections (Section 13) has a provision to bring any
scheme on board, which is not part of the framework now. There is a possibility to rationalize
several existing schemes for informal sector workers rolled out in recent years through this
code," the official added.

Schemes such as the Atal Pension Yojana (APY), PM Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana and PM
Suraksha Bima Yojana, which are outside the ambit of the labour ministry, as well as the likes of
PM ShramYogi Maan-dhaan and PM small traders’ pension are being considered to bring on
board," a second official said. “A single framework could be easier for effective implementation,
monitoring and outcome assessment." The government wants to expand social security across
the labour market, the official added. “Overlapping of schemes does not serve the purpose. For
example, PMSY and APY are similar in nature and the target audience is same. Perhaps it
needs to be relooked and rationalized."

When contacted, a labour ministry spokesperson declined to comment.

Labour economist K.R. Shyam Sundar said the social security code needs to differentiate social
insurance and social assistance benefits. While the former is in place through existing structures
such as the EPFO and ESIC, assistance benefits must be rationalized. “Clear rationalization and
repurposing of schemes are a must. Several schemes for informal sector workers are populating
the landscape, have an overlapping identity, and promise nil or very low inflation-adjusted
assistance. Instead, have a single scheme for all informal sector workers, and link them to the
Aadhaar number and Jan Dhan bank account."

“While the formal sector has clear salary threshold for mandatory social security coverage, for
the informal sector, there should be an income threshold. Extremely low-paid workers should not
be asked to contribute to availing benefits, but those earning a little better, say, 15,000, should
contribute along with the government. This will widen the scope and benefits most," he added.
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-08-29

A CASE FOR EQUALITY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

A five-judge bench of the Supreme Court ruled on Thursday that state governments can sub
classify Scheduled Castes and Tribes to provide preferential treatment to the more deprived
among them so that the real purpose of reservation can be achieved. This contradicts a 2004
order of a five-judge bench that had ruled against states creating subcategories within the SC-
ST categories. The final word has not been said since the case has now been referred to a
seven-judge Constitution bench of the apex court.

There is merit in the Supreme Court’s reading that “reservation creates inequalities within the
reserved castes itself”. Its support for sub-classification in order for the government to adopt “a
distributive justice method so that State largesse does not concentrate in few hands and equal
justice to all is provided” is in consonance with the principle and spirit of reservation spelt out in
the Constitution. Evidence suggests that a few castes have been cornering most of the benefits
extended by reservation to SCs, including in employment and admission to educational
institutions. This is not surprising since some groups have historically had a relative advantage
of access to material resources, including land, cultural capital, and education, over other groups
in the Scheduled Castes. With reservation treating the SCs as a homogenous community, these
social and economic inequalities within have widened. The relatively dominant sections have
gained at the expense of the weaker groups, causing resentment among the latter and forcing
them to mobilise on the issue. Many state governments — Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Bihar,
and Punjab — have introduced subcategories within the SC reservation in a bid to rectify the
situation. In the absence of state intervention, the dominance of certain castes may continue at
the expense of more depressed communities and diminish the emancipatory potential of
reservation.

But state intervention must be carefully thought through and protected from political-electoral
exigencies. Bihar offers a cautionary tale. In 2007, the Nitish Kumar government introduced the
Mahadalit category and identified 18 of the state’s 22 Dalit communities for inclusion. In 2008,
two of the four relatively better-off SC groups, the Pasis and Dhobis, were included. The Jatavs
were classified as Mahadalits the next year, leaving only the Paswans, seen to be a core
constituency of Ram Vilas Paswan’s Lok Janshakti Party, out of the ambit of the subcategory.
Such political opportunism only serves to discredit an instrument that has gone a long way in
addressing historical injustice and inequality.

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-29

PERILS OF PREMATURELY IMPARTED LITERACY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Overhaul has a nice connotation. The smooth first run of one’s childhood bicycle after it got
overhauled is a lasting memory. When people say that a system has become so bad that it
needs an overhaul, they actually believe that such a thing is possible, that someone can do it. In
popular imagination, an overhaul also carries an association with radical improvement.
Machines improve quite radically after an overhaul, but social systems like education behave
more like living beings as they carry legacies and tendencies rooted in the wider social ethos.
These tendencies need to be studied and recognised before radical remedies are administered
for improvement.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 offers to revise and revamp the system of education.
Such a promise carries great public appeal because a lot of people feel quite fed up with the
system. Any doubt about the need for an overhaul in education today is likely to be stigmatised
as a sign of conservatism. Disruptors and out-of-the-box solutions have been in the air for some
time.

The Hindu Explains | What has the National Education Policy 2020 proposed?

The National Knowledge Commission (NKC-2008) had set the stage for this kind of popular
radicalism. We now have a fuller script. At times, it falls back on older, tired ideas, such as the
three-language formula. It evinces approval for the recent trajectory of ideas like quantifiable
basis for seeking credit ratings and rankings, outcome-based assessment, technology-driven
governance, and so on. They are treated as pointers to a bolder agenda. Little room is available
for doubting, let alone debating, the impact such measures have had so far.

One significant shift NEP proposes is in the re-organisation of elementary education. As of now,
it comprises eight years of schooling starting with Grade 1 at age six as Article 45 of the
Constitution envisaged. The Right to Education (RTE) act promulgated a decade ago treats
these eight years as a composite stage, consisting of five years of primary and three years of
upper-primary education. NEP offers a surgical procedure which will graft the first two primary
grades on to three years of preschool education. On the face of it, this idea looks great as it
starts a child’s educational journey from age three instead of six.

The plan also implies a historic break from the system as envisaged in the Kothari report (1964-
1966) which recommended the present 10+2 system. NEP proposes a new structure. Instead of
10+2, we will now have a 5+3+4 system, in which the first five years include three years of
preschool education (starting at age three), followed by Grades 1 and 2 of the primary school.
Although a wide spectrum of goals is mentioned for the preschool years, the overarching focus
is on making children ‘school-ready’ in the context of reading, writing and arithmetic. The term
used in NEP is ‘foundational literacy and numeracy’. A separate section is devoted to it,
underlining its importance as a ‘prerequisite to learning’. It sounds great, but let us stop to study
its implications.

Editorial | A long road: On National Education Policy 2020

Visit a nursery in any part of the country and you will inevitably find three- to four-year olds
reciting the English alphabet and numbers. The idea that learning begins with the alphabet and
numbers is very popular indeed. Many people believe that there is nothing wrong in introducing
a child of three to reading and writing. If you express some doubt about such an idea, some

https://www.mhrd.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/education/the-hindu-explains-what-has-the-national-education-policy-2020-proposed/article32249788.ece
https://www.aicte-india.org/downloads/nkc.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/a-long-road-the-hindu-editorial-on-national-education-policy-2020/article32233472.ece
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people might agree to delay this plan by a year or so, but that is the limit. The reasoning behind
this belief is that if reading and writing are the two fundamental skills a child will need to do well
at school, what is the harm in cultivating these skills from the earliest possible age?

Indeed, the faith in early acquisition of literacy and numeracy extends to the feeling that any
delay on this front will harm the child’s development. Nothing could be more contrary to truth
although we must acknowledge that the matter is still regarded by many as a subject of debate.
The key issue in the debate is our concept of reading itself. There is a sharp division among
perspectives on what constitutes reading; more specifically: how is reading learnt?

Comment | Shaky building blocks

The older perspective is that reading starts with familiarity with the alphabet. According to this
view, the child must learn to recognise individual letters and their sounds first, and then move
towards recognising simple words by recognising the letters that comprise it. This view has
prevailed in human history for so long that scientific research on how our eyes and mind process
a written text has made no decisive difference in countries like ours. This body of research has
demonstrated that a child’s search for meaning is a far sounder basis for learning to read than
mechanical practices like letter recognition and associating letters with their names and sound
values. Prematurely acquired literacy can be harmful in that it creates a habit, difficult to remedy
later, of ignoring the message.

In daily life, we see plenty of evidence of such a habit. Reading without relating to the text or to
its author is far more common than using one’s ability to read in order to make sense of a text.
Despite education, many literates develop no interest in reading. An introduction to the alphabet
and being drilled for letter recognition at a very young age is a major source of reading without
deriving any meaning or showing any interest.

Editorial | Playing with learning: On status of early childhood education

Similar harm is done to writing when it is acquired before one needs it. Writing is basically a
means of conveying one’s ideas to someone else. It becomes a meaningful activity when an
intended audience begins to matter for the small child. If no need is felt for an audience,
acquisition of writing becomes merely the attainment of a mechanical skill.

What applies to reading and writing is equally true of prematurely acquired numeracy.
Mathematics offers to the child a means to make sense of the world, but the desire to relate to
different objects arises with the widening of experience and engagement. Prolonged drills to
habituate the child to chant numbers aloud, and then to learn how to manipulate them damages
the bridge that connects numbers with real things or matters of interest and curiosity. By starting
too early, the need for such a bridge is precluded. This has long-term consequences for learning
mathematics and for perceiving it as an attractive subject.

Editorial | Starting at three: On RTE progress

A culture of speed pervades all spheres of school life. Middle-class parents set the norm for this
culture by pushing their infants to consume the various products sold in the pedagogy market.
Digital equipment is the latest addition to the educational toys that have long been favoured over
cottage toys which quietly represent the wider world and serve as a symbolic bridge to what all
lies outside the home.

The school’s long shadow now extends to the home, and parents sigh with relief when they
secure their children’s admission to a nursery in the third year of their life, if not earlier.

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/shaky-building-blocks/article27943299.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/playing-with-learning/article30627773.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/starting-at-three/article27891141.ece
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Changing family norms and social conditions make the transfer of the young child from home to
a nursery inevitable. Although nurseries routinely use the rhetoric of play-way, their programmes
are mostly a downward extension of the school. This social reality makes early childhood
education in its present form a mixed blessing. By promoting foundational literacy and numeracy
as a key educational target of early schooling, we are likely to stress further an already
embattled childhood.

Krishna Kumar is a former Director of the National Council of Educational Research and
Training and the author of The Child’s Language and the Teacher
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health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
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